SELF-CERTIFICATION vs. SBA CERTIFICATION

OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS

Except for 8(a), SDB, and HUBZone, Contracting Officer's accept the socio-economic status of a business based on the "self-certification" of each prospective contractor.  This "self-certification" is documented in the Central Contractor Registration process as well as each individual solicitation.

The socio-economic status of a business as 8(a), SDB, or HUBZone, however, must be certified by the Small Business Administration (SBA).  Even though CCR provides for a socio-economic profile, a prospective contractor's self-certification in either of these categories does not make them eligible to participate in solicitations set-aside for 8(a), SDB, or HUBZone.  Only after SBA certification can the Contracting Officer accept a businesses status as 8(a), SDB, or HUBZone.

The steps to obtain SBA certification as an 8(a), SDB, or HUBZone business can be found at the SBA web site:  www.sba.gov.

