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EDUCATION SERVICES DIVISION POLICY LETTER NO.15

REVISED

AFZA-CAS-E





          1 December 2002

MEMORANDUM FOR Education Services (ES) Staff

SUBJECT:  Changes in Accreditation Guidelines

1.  DoD Directive 1322.25, dated 5 February 1997, states “Tuition Assistance (TA) shall be provided only for courses offered by postsecondary institutions accredited by a national or regional accrediting body recognized by the Department of Education (ED)” (encl 1).  The Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) publication, Accredited Institutions of Postsecondary Education, may not list all the accrediting bodies recognized by ED.  In future editions of the CHEA publication, the non-degree granting institutions and their accrediting bodies will not be listed. 

2. The Directory of Accrediting Agencies lists all accrediting agencies recognized by the ED.  This reference, although it does not list schools, becomes the reference needed to verify eligibility for TA.  If in doubt, you must contact the school and verify the type of accreditation held.  This is then checked against the listing of accrediting agencies in the Directory of Accrediting Agencies.  This directory is also available at http://voled.doded.mil/resource/deptofedu/index.htm  or www.ed.gov.  

3.  These changes also effect the promotion guidelines.  When making a determination if a school meets the Department of Army (DA) requirement for accreditation in awarding promotion points, the Directory of Accrediting Agencies is the primary source reference.  This information has been incorporated into the new promotions regulation, AR 600-8-19, dated 9/13/02.  This regulation is available on-line.  

4. For additional information, contact the undersigned at 

432-1404, ext 210.
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