AFZA-CAS-E  (621-5)                                       1 October 2002

MEMORANDUM FOR Fort Bragg Education Staff

SUBJECT:  Army Continuing Education System (ACES) Fiscal Year (FY) 03 Funding Policy and Guidance

1. Beginning 1 October 2002, the Army will pay 100% of tuition costs up 

to a semester hour cap of $250.00 per semester hour.  The Army will also pay for laboratory, computer, security, health and library access fees.  ONLY FEES THAT RESULT IN A SEMESTER HOUR CREDIT CAN BE FUNDED THROUGH THE DA FORM 2171.  Do not attempt to post fees for noncredit bearing courses on the TA forms.  Requests about how the Army will reimburse institutions for authorized fees should be directed to the undersigned.  As soon as I complete coordination of these fee approvals with FORSCOM, I will revise this policy memorandum to clarify the issue.  Until then, refer all questions in this regard to me.  The new annual ceiling for FY 03 has been increased to $4,500.00 per fiscal year. In no case should the $4,500.00 Tuition Assistance (TA) ceiling be exceeded.  To ensure compliance with this guidance, you should follow procedures outlined in ESD Policy Letter #4 (Revised), dated 7 Aug 99 (Enclosure 2).

2.  According to FORSCOM ACES, minor exceptions to TA policy may be approved by the Education Services Officer on a case-by-case basis for soldiers who are nearing ETS or PCS, are within a course or two of degree completion, and would not be able to finish their degree at their new station.  Exceptions to TA policy should only be requested under extraordinary circumstances and must be fully justified in writing.

3. Individual soldiers must initiate requests for exception to TA policy 

in writing.  The request should be specific in identifying the circumstances surrounding the request for exception.  Chief, ESD is the only individual authorized to approve exception to TA policy.   It is imperative that copies of requests for exception to policy be maintained by the Education Technician assigned to Room 104, Bldg. 2-1105, the eArmyU Center and that EDMIS records clearly document the approved exception.

4.  All requests for TA must be in compliance with AR 621-5, Chapter 6.  Additionally, TA will not be approved for soldiers:

     a.  beyond 9 semester hours of course work without an official SOCAD agreement or documented degree plan.  This fact must be documented in EDMIS.

     b.  with missing or defaulted grades.

     c.  flagged for military reasons.

5.  If you have any questions, please contact this office, at 432-1404, 

extension 210.

                                           BRENDA TAYLOR-BROOKS

                                           Chief, Education Services Division

