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OPPORTUNITY

AL KARMA, Iraq—One way the paratroopers of the 82nd Airborne Division’s 3rd Brigade Combat Team (3rd BCT) are working toward helping the people of Iraq build a more self-sufficient nation is by establishing a better education system.  


Since their arrival in Iraq, the 3rd BCT have spent much effort and time rebuilding schools because they feel that the students of these schools are the future of Iraq.


“Rebuilding the schools will help shape the future of Iraq,” said Command Sgt. Maj. Michael Love Jr., command sergeant major, 1st Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment (PIR), 82nd Airborne Division.  “Education is very important for any country that wants to survive.”  

The most recent school project was in the town of Al Karma, about 7 miles northeast of Al Fallujah, where the unit helped renovate the Hithitha (primary) School for Girls.

“When we first came to this school, the walls were chipped and covered with graffiti, there was no electricity and (students and teachers) they had very little supplies,” said Sgt. 1st Class Vijay Kumar, Team A leader, 432nd Civil Affairs Bn., an Army Reserve unit from Wisconsin.

With funding from the commander’s emergency response program, local contractors were hired to help with repairs, Kumar explained.  

Three weeks and $8,000 later, the walls are newly plastered and painted, an electrical system is currently being installed and the school has enough chalkboards, paper and pencils for the 20 faculty members to properly educate the school’s 150 students.  

Soldiers from and attached to 1st Bn., 504th PIR, made their latest visit to the school Dec. 4 to hand out four soccer balls and 50 backpacks.  They also wanted to see if the faculty was pleased with the repairs that were made.

“We should thank (Coalition troops) them very much for what they have done,” said one teacher.  “Repairing our school and painting—they have done good things for us.”

During the visit, the troops spent some time in the classrooms.  They were curious about what the students have been learning since their last visit.

“History and Arabic”, the students said excitedly. 

Shouts from the young students were translated by the troop’s Iraqi interpreter, Kamil.  

Kamil translated to the class for Lt. Col. Marshall Hagan, commander, 1st Bn., 504th PIR, “(Soldiers) We are very happy to be here.”

The students looked on as Hagan gave a quick geography lesson to the class.

“This is the United States,” Hagan explained as he drew a map on the chalkboard.  He showed them where New York, Los Angeles and his home state of Minnesota were located.

As Hagan finished with his lesson, the children and faculty thanked him for the visit.  Smiling faces and waving arms filled the windows as the troops drove away.

The soldiers expressed their enjoyment about the opportunity to help.

“By rebuilding the schools, more kids are given the opportunity to attend,” Love said.  “Their education will help prepare this country for its future educators, doctors, lawyers and businessman.  (Iraqis) Those who learn and understand their history and why (Coalition Forces) we are here will make better citizens and increase future (good) relations with America.”    

