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Al ANBAR, Iraq—The aiding of one’s fellow men and women is something that many religions may promote as a way of fostering good relations. Keeping this in mind, the 82nd Airborne Division recently began a program designed to refurbish a number of mosques in the Al Anbar province that had fallen into a state of disrepair. 


Building upon the Islamic theme of giving, it is the hope of the Coalition that these mosque repairs and enhancements will provide a visible demonstration of positive coalition intentions.


The 82nd began work on the mosques prior to the holy month of Ramadan as a way to show the community its desire to help. Renovating and refurbishing the mosques was one way that the Coalition Forces in the area could make a positive impact during Ramadan.


The work on the mosques is supervised by Imam Kalid Sulliman, Al Anbar Imam Council Chairman and member of the Provincial Council. Imam Sulliman, along with a committee of engineers and other religious leaders, is responsible for ensuring that funds are distributed and that work is completed on the mosques in the area. 


The original intent of the project was to have a total of 72 mosques refurbished, according to Maj. Charles C. Heatherly, 82nd Civil Affairs Officer. 


However, the number of mosques affected by the program has grown to cover 315 of the 700 in Al Anbar. 


“Flexibility was built into the project to allow the executive agent [Sulliman] to create maximum efficiency by addressing the specific needs of each mosque,” said Heatherly in a report on the project. He added that one reason for this was the fact that money was able to be stretched further than originally thought in the region. “For instance, we allocated $200 to maintenance for the mosques per month. That same amount of money could be used to cover maintenance for over three months.”


Already, the 82nd has given over $118,000 to Mosques both in Al Anbar and other nearby regions. This money has been used to purchase everything from ceiling fans and heaters to providing electricity to the buildings. Funds have also been used to pay maintenance staff and other individuals necessary to mosque operation.


The project is being directed by the division headquarters in an effort to transcend the tribal and regional barriers that still separate many Iraqis.  The end goal is to have major decisions that affect the entire province made by the Provincial Council, according to Heatherly.


“We want to work towards unity within the Al Anbar region,” said Heatherly.


While the offer to inspect the work being done at the mosques has been made to the division, they remain determined not to risk offending those of the Islamic faith by entering the mosques. Instead, all work done within the mosques will be documented with photographs and all monetary transactions will be tracked through written receipts. 


“Ultimately, our goal is to get Iraqis helping themselves,” said Heatherly.

