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AL FALLUJAH, Iraq—The soldiers maneuver quietly across the damp, muddy ground.  Under the midnight sky, they take cover behind bushes and trees awaiting the order to engage their target.  Though the soldiers do not know if the assailants will respond with resistance, they are aware of the possibility, and the dangers they may face once they enter the house.


The soldiers of Company A, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 10th Mountain Division, were recently challenged with a similar situation during a cordon and search mission Dec. 20 in a farming area south of Fallujah.  

As an essential part of the 82nd Airborne Division’s 3rd Brigade Combat Team in Iraq, soldiers of Company A, focus on rooting out anti-Coalition personnel, Ba’ath Party loyalists and extremists in the Fallujah area.  


Despite the risk of an attack by individuals such as these, the troops remained calm and poised during their operation.

Military vehicles were used to block off the roads in the area while a team of soldiers thoroughly searched two homes known for harboring anti-Coalition personnel.

The troops targeted the homes of two individuals connected to Khamis Sirhan.  He is number 54 on the Defense Intelligence Agency’s most wanted list and is suspected of orchestrating and financing numerous attacks against Coalition forces in the northwestern region of Iraq known as being a stronghold for regime loyalists.

“He’s (Sirhan) kind of like the Saddam Hussein of Fallujah,” said Capt. Scott Kirkpatrick, commander of A Company. “By catching Sirhan and his men, it will leave the anti-Coalition forces in a state of disarray.”   

At the first house, the soldiers confiscated two AK-47s and over 300 rounds of AK-47 ammunition and one individual known to be an accomplice of Sirhan was detained.  This was achieved without firing a shot.  

“If you can overwhelm the enemy without force, that’s just as effective as going in firing shots,” Kirkpatrick said.  “You’ve taken away his will to resist.”    

The second house was empty.  There, the soldiers found two gas masks, a bayonet and no personnel.  

The mission shows the soldiers’ determination to seek out and capture anti-Coalition personnel.  

“Every single time we conduct an operation, it shows the enemy that we’re constantly vigilant with our effort to find them,” Kirkpatrick said.  

According to Kirkpatrick, he and his soldiers will continue to execute missions to maintain stability and safety for the people of Al Anbar.  They hope to decrease the number of attacks so they can put more focus towards training Iraqi police and security forces.  

“We have to have security in this country before anything else can happen,” said 1st Lt. Adam Bohlen, 1st Platoon Leader, Company A.  “Before we can establish a government for the people of Iraq, we’ve got to maintain security.”  

PHOTO CAPTIONS:

*SEARCH8—Spc. Michael Deerholt, Company A, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 10th Mountain Division, searches a cabinet for weapons during a cordon and search mission Dec. 20 at an anit-Coalition personnel's home in Fallujah.
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*DETAIN—An infantryman from Company A, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 10th Mountain Division, keeps a sharp eye on a Iraqi man during a cordon and search mission Dec. 20 in Fallujah.  The Iraqi man was arrested for participating in attacks against Coalition soldiers in the area.
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*SEARCH4—Soldiers from Company A, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 10th Mountain Division, search for weapons during a cordon and search mission Dec. 20, at an anti-coalition personnel's home in Fallujah.
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Pfc. Ramualdo Rodas-Ramero, Company A, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 10th Mountain Division, searches a kitchen drawer for weapons during a cordon and search mission Dec. 20 at a home in Fallujah.
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*SECURITY2—Infantryman from Company A, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 10th Mountain Division, pull security on two AK-47s and a bag of ammunition found at a house Dec. 20 in Fallujah.
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