INFORMATION UPDATE AGENCY BRIEFS

(January 22, 2004)

Information contained in this handout is "For Information Purposes Only."  References to private organizations and their activities does not imply endorsement by the U.S. Government, Department of Army, or Fort Bragg.

1.  Army Community Service – Cathy Mansfield, (910) 396-8160

     E-mail:  http://www.mansfieldc@bragg.army.mil/
     Web Site:  http://www.bragg.army.mil/mwr/COMMUNITY/ACS/Default.htm
a.  Employment Readiness Program, Cherry Thompson, (910) 396-1425/2390

     E-Mail: thompsonc@bragg.army.mil
     Web Site:  http://www.bragg.army.mil/mwr/COMMUNITY/emplred.htm
b.  Exceptional Family Member Program – Trisha Thurston, (910) 396-2749

     E-Mail:  thurstontm@bragg.army.mil
     Web Site:  http://www.bragg.army.mil/mwr/COMMUNITY/ACS/ACS_exceptional.htm
c.  Financial Readiness Program, Bonnie Averette, (910) 396-2507/8682

     E-Mail:  Averettebo@bragg.army.mil
     Web Site:  http://www.bragg.army.mil/mwr/COMMUNITY/ACS/ACS_financial_readiness_program.htm
     1)  Debt Liquidation Program.  Army Community Service (ACS) has started a debt liquidation program.  It is free and open to military and Department of Defense ID cardholders.  Services include the following:

Budget Counseling

Credit Counseling

Debt Counseling

     2)  Investment Counseling.  ACS already provides Investment Counseling through a class on the Uniform Thrift Savings Plan and Educational Programs through Personal Financial Management Training.  To access these services, call ACS for an introductory packet.  It contains a debt liquidation checklist of information needed at the initial counseling session.  For information, call (910) 396-2507 or log on to www.fortbraggmwr.com
d.  Family Advocacy and New Parent Support Programs – Henry Berry, 

     (910) 396-5521/4175

     E-Mail:  berryh@bragg.army.mil
e.  Installation Volunteer Services – Cathy Mansfield, (910) 396-8160

     E-Mail:  mansfielca@bragg.army.mil

     Web Site:  http://www.bragg.army.mil/mwr/COMMUNITY/VS/VS_Default.htm
a.  Installation Volunteer Coordinator.

      1)  Volunteer Hours Submission.  You may e-mail your volunteer hours each month.  Send to:  ivcoffice@bragg.army.mil.  Please include your name, organization, dates and total number of hours for that month.  

      2)  Iron Mike Nominations.  Nominations for January - March 2004 are due by close of business on Friday, April 2 – NO EXCEPTIONS!  Please ensure that registration/hour documentation information is on file in the IVC office and that the paperwork is complete (i.e. proper signatures) PRIOR to submission.  A reminder that the nomination write-up MUST reflect contributions during the particular time period for the award (January - March).

     3)  National Volunteer Week is coming April 18 - 24, 2004!!  Please be sure you are registering your volunteers so they will be able to participate in the activities for the week.  ALL installation volunteers are included in all activities as long as the volunteer is registered!  More detailed information to come at February meeting!!

          a.  Buttons.  Volunteer Week buttons are a must to participate in any activity scheduled during the week.  You must be a registered volunteer to receive a button.  Agency reps, to include FRG leaders, may pick up buttons March 22 through April 2.  Agency reps must provide a list of who is attending the picnic by close of business Friday, April 9. 

          b.  Picnic.  Open to all registered volunteers with a Volunteer Week button.  Guests (spouses, children, friends) may also attend for a cost of $6.00.  Tickets must be purchased by Friday, April 16.  Tickets will not be available the day of the picnic.

     4)  Military Spouse Day Conference.  Scheduled for Friday, May 7, 9 a.m. – 4:45 p.m., tentative location is the Special Operations Academic Facility.  Registration opens March 15 (forms available at the February Info Update) and closes April 23.  Cost is $10 and includes lunch and conference goodies.  Lots of fun workshops, limited childcare provided (must register early to ensure slot).  

          a.  If you are interested in volunteering on the planning committee or at the conference please call (910) 396-8160.

b.  Army Family Team Building–- Sandi Farrington – (910) 396-AFTB (2382)

     E-Mail:  farringtonsa@bragg.army.mil
     Web Site:  http://www.bragg.army.mil/mwr/COMMUNITY/VS/AFTB.htm
     1)  Classes.  November AFTB classes:

     Level I

January 30




         8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.





February 3 (Tuesday)


         8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.





February 19 (Thursday)


         8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Level II

February 5 - 6 (Thursday, Friday),
          6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.





February 7 (Saturday)


         8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

     Level III 

February 24 - 26 (Tuesday – Thursday)
         8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

     2)  FUN, FUN, FUN.  Classes are fun, free and open to everyone.  They are held in the AFTB classroom located in the IVS office in the Community Center at the corner of Knox and Randolph St.  Limited childcare is offered on a first come, first serve basis.  To register for classes and childcare, please call (910) 396-AFTB (2382) or 

(910) 396-7110.  Additional classes are added as needed.

f.  Mobilization and Deployment – Martha Brown, (910) 396-8682/8682

    E-Mail:  brownms@bragg.army.mil
    Web Site:  http://www.bragg.army.mil/mwr/COMMUNITY/ACS/ACS_frg.htm
     1)  Reintegration Briefing.  Community Center, Corner of Knox and Randolph St. Every Wednesday at 1:00 p.m.  Available to soldiers returning from a deployment and their family members.  Covers topics such as myths of the perfect reunion, stress, and communication techniques. To register, call (910) 396-8682.

     2)  Unit Training.  Place, date, and time can be of choice to the unit.  All of the Operation READY material including homecoming and reunion, pre-deployment, planning for separation, and FRG training are available for scheduling at the unit level.  For more information, call (910) 396-8682/8683.

g.  Relocation Assistance Program – Pat Long, (910) 396-8682/8683

     E-Mail:  longpat@bragg.army.mil
     Web Site:  http://www.bragg.army.mil/mwr/COMMUNITY/ACS/ACS_relocation.htm
2.  AAFES.  Connie Gordon (910) 436-3535, ext 112

     E-Mail:  GordonC@aafes.com 

     Web Site:  www.aafes.com
a.  UPS Store.  Opened at the Mini Mall on January 19.

b.  Optical Shop with Optometry Clinic.  Construction  is underway at the North Post Mall.

c.  Catalog Orders.  Shipping now charged for catalog orders under $49.

d.  AAFES Maps.  New AAFES facility maps are now available.

3.  Army Career & Alumni Program – Jennifer Faatz, (910) 396-2227/7188

     E-Mail:  bragg82ndacap@resourceconsultants.com
        Website:  www.bragg.army.mil/acap
a.  ARMY RETIREES.  Army Retirees and their family members are now authorized to use ACAP services for LIFE.

b.  Deploying Soldiers.  Deploying soldiers who are ONE YEAR from ETS at time of deployment are encouraged to contact the ACAP center prior to deployment in order to complete their DD 2648 (Presaparation Counseling Checklist).

c.  Pre-separation Seminar.  The first step in the ACAP process is to attend a 

Pre-separation Seminar.  Please call the ACAP center for more information.

d.  Social Security Administration.  Do you need a new Social Security Card?  A representative from the Social Security Administration will be at the Main ACAP Center taking applications once a month.  Please bring two forms of Picture ID.  Call the Main ACAP Center at (910) 396-2227 for current schedule.

e.  Pre-Venture Orientation.  Presented by the Small Business Technology Development Center – an introduction to starting your own business.  Topics covered at the workshop include assessing yourself as a business owner, taxing, licensing, and permits.  This workshop will be conducted the fourth Monday of every month at the Main ACAP Center from 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

f.  Employer Day.  Most Fridays from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. at the Main ACAP

Center, local and national employers meet with individuals to discuss employment opportunities.  No appointment is necessary; call either ACAP center for the latest schedule.

g.  Senior Transition Workshop.  Two-day Workshop designed to help Senior
Transitioning Service Members (E-8/CW3/O4 and above).  This Workshop is held once a month at the Main ACAP Center.

h.  Family Members.  Family members of transitioning service members are 

encouraged to use all ACAP services.  Remember – the decision to leave the military affects the entire family.

i.   AM-VETS Claims Workshop.  This workshop, held Friday mornings at the Main ACAP Center, is designed to aid transitioning soldiers in both preparation and filing of medical disability claims with the Veterans Administration.  You must stop by the ACAP Center to register.

j.  Two-Day Job Search.  This workshop is designed with All-Ranks in mind.  Topics include resume writing, networking, interviewing and much more.  The workshop is held weekly in the ACAP Classroom located in the basement of the SSC. Call either ACAP Center to register.

4.  Armed Services YMCA – Lynne Grates, (910) 436-0500; Fax:  (910) 436-0018

     E-Mail:  Lgratesasymca@earthlink.net; 

     Website:  www.asymca.org
a.  Sports Illustrated Special.  In celebration of its 50th anniversary, Sports Illustrated and Sports Illustrated for Kids has chosen to partner with the YMCA of the USA.  From now until March 31, you can go to www.si.com/supportmyymca and subscribe to 6 months of SI or SI for Kids or both for $10 per subscription.  You may also give a subscription to a friend or two.  SI will donate 100% of your payment to the Armed Services YMCA.  When you select Fort Bragg/Pope Air Force Base YMCA, you are helping us support soldiers and families here at Fort Bragg and Pope AFB.
b.  Kindermusik Village Class.  Kindermusik classes will begin on February 17th at the Junior Enlisted Family Center.  Choice of 2 classes:  Tuesday – 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. or Thursday – 10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.  Classes will run for 8 weeks; 12 child maximum per class.  The Village class is for newborns to 1 ½ years old.  Call Ms. Mason at 

(910) 436-0500 for registration information.
c.  ASYMCA Essay Contest.  If you received a free book from the ASYMCA in 2003, you are eligible to take part in our Essay Contest.  Each essay must be a minimum of 200 words.  The title of the essay is “What I Liked About My Book”.  Contest is open to children in grades 2 through 6.  There will be 4 winners from each grade level that will receive a $100 Savings Bond.  Deadline for entries is Friday, February 27, 2004.  For more information, please contact Melanie Erwin at (910) 436-0500.
d.  Operation Kid Comfort.  A photo-transfer quilting workshop will be held on Wednesday, February 18th at 9:00 a.m. at the Junior Enlisted Family Center.  The workshop will teach the basics in making the quilts for “Operation Kid Comfort”, a program that entitles young children (6 months to 5 years old) of deployed active duty soldiers to receive a photo-transfer quilt bearing photos of the deployed soldier and their family.  You must register to attend the workshop.  Contact Ms. Mason at 
(910) 436-0500.
5.  American Red Cross – Linda Jones, 910-396-1231

     E-Mail:  joneslr@bragg.army.mil
     Web Site:  www.redcross.org
a.  Gift Wrapping Project.  We would like to thank all of the units/organizations/agencies that participated in the very successful 2003 Gift Wrapping Project.  Thanks for your support and your outstanding contributions!  The community enjoyed having their packages beautifully wrapped and funds were generated for your organizations to support projects/activities etc.

b.  Deployment Briefings/Annual Briefings.  If your FRG’s or units would like to have either a Red Cross deployment briefing on emergency preparedness or Red Cross full-service briefing on all of our program areas, please contact Felecia D’Zamko at 

(910) 396-1231.

c.  Volunteer Orientation.  Our next volunteer orientation will be Monday, February 9 at 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  If you are interested please contact (910) 907-7124 to register.

d.  Spencer Layette Program. If you have a child that was born on or after 

September 11, 2001 and the spouse was deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom to Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, Pakistan, Iraq or Philippines, please contact Felecia D’Zamko at (910) 396-1231.

e. Youth Program. If you have a child between the ages of 13 - 17, we invite you to join our very active, educational, and community oriented program. Please contact Roger Orden at (910) 907-7124.

f.  Wendy Dyer-Station Manager.  Wendy will be deploying to Iraq until June.  If questions arise concerning deployed soldiers, you can e-mail her directly at dyerw@usa.redcross.org and she will make every attempt to assist.

6.  Child and Youth Services (CYS) – Gudrun Blackmon, (910) 396-1270/5128

a.  CYS Registration.  Hours of operation for the Registration Office are 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Monday, Tues, Thursday, Friday; 10:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m., Wednesday.  They are located in Room 23, H Wing, Community Center, corner of Knox and Randolph Streets.  For more information, please call (910) 396- 8110/1278.

b.  The CYS STACC Play Group.  (Tolson Youth Activities Center.)  Military families with infants through age 5 are welcome.  The program is free and offers parents interaction with their children and other parents.  The times are 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. on the following dates:  

January 30

February 6, 20, 27

March 5, 12, 26

April 2, 23, 30

May 7, 14, 21

For more information, call Ms. Celeste Beebe, (910) 396-8110.

c.  Camp Counselor Course 2004.  CYS card holders ages 14 - 18 are eligible.  The cost is $40.  There are 40 spaces available.  Registration is open 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., February 3.  Course dates and times:  February 9 - 25. 6:30 - 8:30 p.m., Monday and Wednesday; 9:00 a.m. - noon, Saturday.  Location:  Tolson Youth Activities Center. 


The course is a training program designed to instruct students on the rules, regulations, and techniques required for the successful administration of games and recreational activities.  It also includes basic leadership skills, first aid, safety, and identifies characteristics of children ages 5-13.


Students completing the course are eligible to apply for a camp counselor position with CYS summer programs.

d.  Youth Services Sports & Fitness. (910) 396-9123

          1)  CYS card holders ages 5 - 17 are invited to join the Youth Wrestling Club 6:00 p.m. -7:30 p.m., every Monday and Wednesday.  A current sports physical is required to join.  The Club has periodic meets with the Cumberland County Parks & Recreation Wrestling Club.  For information regarding clothing/equipment requirements, call (910) 396-9123.

          2)  Registration is ongoing for spring sports (soccer ($24), baseball, girl’s softball ($30.)  CYS members are eligible to register.  Youth must have a current sports physical on file with the Sports Office.  Call (910) 396-9123 for information regarding ages and eligibility.

e.  Youth Education Support Services.  (910) 432-1008

          1)  School Liaison Services will host a “Transitioning to High School” forum at 

6:30 p.m., March 10, at  the Albritton Junior High School gymnasium.  Parents are requested to RSVP (910) 432-1008 so presenters can prepare handouts and materials.  

Renee Corders, NC principal of the year and principal of E.E. Smith High School, will address parents and prospective students and provide information regarding transitioning students from junior high school to high school.  A representative from Cumberland County High Schools will have information on the many academic and extracurricular opportunities available throughout Cumberland County High Schools.  The event is free and open to the public.

          2)  School Liaison Services is sponsoring a Career Fair at Tolson Youth Activities Center 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., April 15.  Representatives from the most popular career fields will be on hand to answer questions and share experiences.  This event is free and open to the public.

 
School Liaison Services is available to coordinate and assist school-age children and youth of Army parents with educational opportunities and information to achieve academic success.  Their staff is available to discuss issues parents may have regarding students and schools.

f.  Tolson Youth Activities Center.  (910) 396-5437

      - Super Bowl Party.  6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m., February 1.  Free.  Open to ID cardholders and guests 7 - 12th grade.  Reservations required.

      - Middle School Torch Club.  4:30 p.m., February 3 and 17.  CYS members, ID cardholders, and guests invited.

     - Teens Keystone Club.  6:00 p.m., February 3 and 17.  CYS members, ID cardholders, and guests invited.

     - D-Zone Dance.  8:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m., February 6.  $3 CYS members; $4 non-members.  8th - 9th graders eligible to attend.  (7th grade optional)

     - Sewing Club.  4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., February 7.  CYS members in 5th - 12th grade eligible.  Parents welcome.

     - Technology Club.  2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., February 7.  CYS members in 5th - 12th grade.

     - Photography Club.  6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., February 9.  CYS members in 5th - 12th grade eligible.

· Ultimate Journey Club.  6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., February 11.  CYS members in 

5th - 12 grade eligible.

     - Torch Blow Out.  6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., February 13.  CYS members in Middle School eligible.

· Teen Lock-In.  9:00 p.m. – 9:00 a.m., February 14.  $15.  CYS members in 

7th - 12th grade eligible.  Registration is ongoing and limited to 60 youth.

     - Power Hour Club.  2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., February 14 and 28 04.  CYS members in 5th - 12th grade eligible.

     - Street Smart Club.  6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., February 18.  CYS members in 5th - 12th grade eligible.

· Fitness Authority Club.  6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., February 19.  CYS members in 

5th - 12th grade eligible.

     - Club Roc Dance.  8:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m., February 20.  $3 CYS members; $4 non-members.  Open to 5th - 6th grade.  7th grade attendance optional by parent designation.

     - Smart Girls Club.  4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., February 21.  CYS members in 5th - 12th grade eligible.

      - Cooking Club.  6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., February 25.  CYS members in 5th - 12th grade eligible.

      - Swoosh Club.  6:3 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., February 25.  CYS members in 5th - 12th grade eligible.

     - Smart Moves Club.  4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., February 27.  CYS members in 5th - 12th grade eligible.

     - Art Club.  3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., February 28.  CYS members in 5th - 12th grade eligible.
g.  SUMMER TEEN JOB FAIR.  Talk with on-post agency representatives about job opportunities and requirements.  Learn about interview tips and how to complete applications.  Pick up announcements for the following positions:

      - Camp Counselor/rec Aid

      - Lifeguard

      - Water Safety Instructor

      - Lifeguard Trainer

      - Ticker Seller

      - ID Card Checker

      - Custodial Worker

      - Food Service Worker (Crew Member)

      - Laborer/Stocker

      - Store Associates

Social Security cards are MANDATORY for all new employees.  Must be presented at time of inprocessing.  Parents are encouraged to attend.  For more information, please contact NAF CPO at (910) 396-8933.

7.  MWR Marketing – Suzanne Sullivan, (910) 396-1024

     E-Mail:  sullivanss@bragg.army.mil

     Web Site:  www.fortbraggmwr.com
a.  Winter Golf Specials.  February - March, Stryker  and Ryder Golf Courses, Mondays and Tuesdays that aren’t holidays, cart and green fees are $17.  For more information, please call (910) 396-3980 or (910) 970-GOLF (4653).  

b.  Xtreme Bowling– Every Friday and Saturday, Airborne Lanes, 10:00 p.m. – 

2:00 a.m.  $15 per lane per hour.  For more information, please call (910) 436-2618.

c.  “Fit for Bragg” Fitness Contest.  February 1 - February 20.  Open to all Military & DoD ID cardholders age 18 and older.  Callahan PFC, Monday –Friday 

9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. by appointment.  Cost is $10 and includes body weight analysis, body fat and BMR, before and after photos, start and finish measurements, and training guides.  For more information, please call (910) 396-1217.  
d.  Riding Stables.  February 1 & 2 Frosty Trail Rides, half price.  8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. Open to children 8 years old and older.  Dress warm.  $5 military, $6 civilian.  For more information, please call (910) 396-4510.

e.  McKellars Lodge.  For more information, please call (910) 907-LAKE. February 3, 10, 17 & 24, Attitude Adjustment.  5:30 p.m.- 6:30 p.m.  Free snacks with your favorite beverage.  Every Tuesday night.

f. Officers’ Club.  For more information, please call (910) 907-CLUB (2582)

· February - German Food in the D/R every Thurs. 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. $9.95 members, non-members $12.95 - kids (6-11) $5 members, $6 non members, 5 and under eat free
· Unwind after 5 every Wednesday and Friday at the Officers’ Club.  Karaoke, food and fun!  Free for members and $5 for non-members. 

· First Fridays 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. at Willie’s.  Listen to Ryhthm & Blues and Jazz with DJ Capree.  

· Valentine’s Day dinner and dance February 14, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  dinner; 8:00 p.m. – midnight dancing at the Officers’ Club.  The menu includes a prime rib dinner with dessert.  Open to public.  $40 per couple for members, $50 per couple for non-members.  Pre-paid reservations required.  

 g.   NCO Club .  For more information, please call (910) 907-3300
· Latin Flavor lunch buffet from 11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  February 2, 9, 16, & 23 for $6.95.  Herb baked meatloaf, salsa baked chicken, tacos, enchilada and more.

· A Taste of Italy Buffet from 11:00 a.m. –1:30 p.m. February 3, 10, 17 &24 for $6.95.  Italian wedding soup, beef lasagna, Italian sausage and more.

· German Lunch buffet from 11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. February 4, 11, 18, &25 for $6.95.  Pork schnitzel, brats, sauerkraut, German potato salad and more.

· Southern Style Buffet from 11:00 a.m.- 1:30 p.m. February 5, 15, 19 &26 for $6.95. Southern fried chicken, sliced roast beef, BBQ pork ribs, and more.

· Catch of the Day from 11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. February 6, 13, 20 & 27 or $6.95.  Baked Cajun fish fillet, southern fried fish fillet, popcorn shrimp, catfish, clam chowder and more.

· Saturday breakfast buffet from 8:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.  Cost is $7.95 for adults and $3.95 for kids 6-11, kids 5 and under are free.

· Sunday lunch now from 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  The menu will feature beef, fried chicken, fish, pork and much more.  Cost is $7.95 for adults and $3.95 for kids 6 - 11, kids 5 and under are free.

· Sunday Night Groovin’ 8:00 p.m. – 2:00 a.m. in the Continental room.  Jazz, Blues, Oldies, and today’s hottest hits, brought to you by DJ Midnight Express. 
8.  Chaplains – Tim McHale, DRE, (910) 396-4157/ 6564 ext. 105

     E-Mail:  mchalets@bragg.army.mil
     Web Site:  www.bragg.army.mil/chaplain
a.  Post-wide Protestant Sunday School.  The Fort Bragg Post-wide Protestant Sunday School is on going Sundays at 9:30 a.m.  Classes for all ages are held at Bowley Elementary School, near Knox & Randolph streets. 

Please contact the REC for further details.

POC: Ms. Barbara Helton, Protestant REC 


      (910) 396-4157 X 106

b.  Catholic Religious Education.  Catholic religious education classes for grades

K–12 meet Sundays, 10:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., at both Bowley and Irwin Schools. Please contact the DRE for further details.

POC: Mr. Tim McHale, Installation DRE, covering for Pre K-12    (910) 396-4157 X 105

c.  Protestant Women of the Chapel.  The Fort Bragg PWOC group meets at the Watters Center, Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  Please contact the POC for further details.

POC: Dawn Galloway                                                                              (910) 425-7691

d.  Military Council of Catholic Women.  The Fort Bragg MCCW group meets at the

Watters Center, Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m., and Tuesdays, 

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Please contact the POC for further details. 

POC: Amy Chaffin                                                                                    (910) 487-1087

e.  Imbolc.  The Bragg / Pope Open Circle will be conducting its annual Imbolc service 

January 31, 2004.  Please contact the DFGL for further details.

POC: Christine Ahrens, DFGL                                                                 (910) 494-1102

9.  Enlisted Spouses Association – (910) 907-3934

     E-Mail:  enlistedspousesassocation@yahoo.com
10.  Fort Bragg Commissaries

       Website:  www.commissaries.com
       North Fort Bragg Commissary, Gale Van Hull, (910) 396-2104

       E-Mail:  gale.van_hull@deca.mil
       South Post Commissary, David Carey, (910) 436-2487

       E-Mail:  ccbtcso@east.deca.mil
a.  New North Post Store Opening.  The new commissary is tentatively scheduled to open in September or October 04.  However, to get ready for the growth, we will be losing 6 aisles in February as well as the current entrance.  The store will be closed Monday, February 9 (normal day) and Tuesday, February 10 to allow the contractors to wall of the aisles and reset the store.  We will reopen at 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, February 11.  The entrance will be moved to the to the cart return door.  Exits remain the same.  We will also be losing the customer restrooms in the front during this time.  Customers can use the restrooms in the back, through the door, by the deli.  Please bear with us during this renovation.

b.  Early Bird Sale.  The South Post Commissary will be having an Early Bird Sale on February 14 from 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.  After that, everything will be regular price.  Come on out and save some money!!

11.  Fort Bragg Area Community Foundation – Julie Huggins
       Web Site: www.bragg.army.mil/fbacf 

       Phone: 24-hour answering machine (910) 583-1709

       Address: P.O. Box 74620, Ft. Bragg, N.C. 28307-1709

a.  The Ft. Bragg Area Community Foundation.  A private, non-profit charitable organization designed to provide financial assistance to benefit the Ft. Bragg community.  Financial assistance is limited to:  Active duty military assigned to Ft. Bragg and their families, DOD Civilians employed on Ft. Bragg and retirees and their spouses who live within 50 miles of Ft. Bragg.  All financial assistance will be given in the form of grants where there is a genuine financial need that cannot be met through other traditional sources and is not a result of financial mismanagement. 

b.  Executive Board Meetings.  The FBACF Executive Board meets quarterly to consider all applications for assistance.  For more information, please call the Foundation at (910) 583-1709.

c.  Briefings.  If your unit or FRG is interested in having someone brief from the FBACF please call (910) 583-1709.

d.  The Foundation can be reached through a 24-hour answering machine at

(910) 583-1709.  Your inquiry will be followed up within one day.  All requests will be handled as anonymously as possible and with discretion.

12.  Ft Bragg Area Officers Spouses Club (OSC) – Susan Grove – 

       (910) 960-8313; 

       E-Mail:  cubbyrun@aol.com
a.  February OSC Function.  "Members Only" Pottery Bingo, February 19, 11:00 a.m. at the Ft Bragg Officers Club. Reservations due by February 12.  POC is Melissa Keiser (910) 429-1999 or Jody Nesbitt (910) 436-4102. 

b.  Scholarship applications: Scholarship Applications are now available at the Buy and Bragg, and the library. Applicants must be an OSC or ESA Member or a family member of an OSC or ESA member. POC is Joyce Sacolick, JSacolick@nc.rr.com. 

c.  March OSC Function: The March OSC Function, Spring Decorating, will be 

March 18.
13.  Fort Bragg Schools – Terry Lawrence, (910) 436-5410

       Website:  www.bragg.odedodea.edu  

       E-Mail:  terry.lawrence.ddess.org

a.  School Board Member School Tour.  January 27.  The Fort Bragg school board members will tour our schools to learn more about the schools and their School Improvement Plans.  
b.  Visitors to the Ft. Bragg Schools.

Cindy Gibson – PAO, DDESS Schools – January 22

Cyndi Hoberg -  Webmaster – DDESS Schools – January 20 - 21

Mr. Doug Kelsey – Deputy Director, DDESS Schools – February 3 - 5
14.  Fort Bragg Area Thrift Shop – (910) 907-4053

       Web Site:  www.geocities.com/bragg_thrift_shop
a.  Thrift Shop.  The Thrift Shop is located on the corner of Woodruff and Jackson. (by the ESA building), building 2-2412.  The phone number is (910) 907-4053.  The hours of operation are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

b.  Consignments.  Consignment hours are Tues. thru Thurs. from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. and military in uniform have until 12:30 p.m.  Large furniture items and appliances may be consigned on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays.  Please call before bringing large items to ensure there is space.  Check the website to see what items we are not taking that week.  The list changes weekly.

c.  Donations.  The Thrift Shop does accept donations and you can bring them in during business hours or leave them in the wooden shed in the front of the store. 

d.  Volunteers.  Volunteers make the Thrift Shop possible for the Fort Bragg Community.  No skills are necessary – there are a variety of jobs available.   Volunteers do receive some privileges for volunteering so come check it out.  The Thrift Shop does pay childcare for its volunteers.

15.  Pines of Carolina Girl Scout Council, Area 33 – Meta Barham, 

       (910) 437-9900 ext 25

       E-Mail:  mbarham@pinesofcarolina.org
       Web Site:  www.pinesofcarolina.org
18.  North Carolina Military Widow & Widowers Informational Group – 

       Pamela Alkins, (910) 867-7027 or (910) 907-3045; Operation Hours 24/7

       Building A-4926 (Old Division Area)

         231 Lansdowne Rd, Fayetteville, NC  28314
a.  Authorized Patrons/Patrons Served.  Military widows, widowers, and dependent children with valid ID cards.  This includes spouses and dependent children of decease active duty and retired military (all services), as well as families of terminally ill military members.

b.  Service/Programs Provided.  

     1)  Researching old documents and military records to verify a claim for both medical and monetary benefits for widows, widowers and dependent children.

     2)  Helping a family member secure affidavits to substantiate a claim for federal and/or state benefits.

     3)  Interceding with doctors, hospitals or clinics on behalf of a widow or child needing treatment.

     4)  Calling in prescription refill at a pharmacy, picking up the order, and delivering it to someone who may be too ill or unable to drive.

     5)  Driving someone to medical treatments or emergency room regardless of time of day or night.

     6)  Providing food from our own food closet for a family in need.  Our food closet is open year round.

     7)  Providing “Friendship Baskets” delivering to a widow or widower unable to afford to purchase items such as toilet articles, cloth towels and good quality face cloths.  This also includes health and beauty aids, writing materials, paper products, and stamps.  The distribution of these packages are helped by the BOSS program on Fort Bragg.

     8)  Looking for mentors to help children with homework, career choices, or Scholarship monies.

c.  Another Year Gone.  Another year has passed and as usual we take great pride in what we do for out military families.  We had a few tank traps and steel hedgehogs we had to work our way around, however, I think that we are much better for laying these problems to rest.

d.  Thank Yous.  

     1)  XVIII Airborne Corps Command and Support Spouses for their donation of gifts for our widows, widowers and dependant children at Christmas time.

     2)  Armed Services YMCA for their gifts of turkey breasts for out families at Christmas time.  The were SUPERB!!

     3)  We had a church from out of our area supply 15 Share packages for our people at Christmas.  They were well received, however the people in this congregation wish to remain anonymous.

     4)  82d Airborne Command and Support Spouses for their gifts of health and beauty aids., food and monetary donations.
e.  Veterans Administration.  I have a caseload with the Veterans Administration concerning some of our military widows not receiving their DIC.  Some of these widows have been to every other agency and were not able to get their cases solved.  Some of the cases go back to 1999.

f.  Gulf War Widows.  We have a great mission to support “active duty deceased” widows from the Gulf War II that is presently going on in Iraq, as well as our Afghanistan theatre of war.  We pray constantly for our troops to return safely home to their loved ones and to our great country, the United States of America.

17.  18th Soldier Support Group – Dee Warren, (910) 396-2020

       E-Mail:  warrend@bragg.army.mil
a.  ID Card Facility.  The Installation ID Card Facility is located at the Soldier Support Center in Building 4-2843 on Normandy Drive.  The mission of the facility is to provide identification cards for soldiers, retirees, and their family members. 

     1)  Hours:

Monday
 9:00-5:00

Tuesday
 9:00-5:00

Wednesday   9:00-5:00

Thursday       9:00-7:00 (extended hours)

Friday            9:00-5:00

     2)  Closings.  The ID Card Facility is closed on all Corps Training and Federal Holidays.  

     3)  Phone Numbers.  (910) 396-2868

                                         (910) 396-9339

                                         (910) 396-8811

Customers should call before coming from out of town.

b.  Installation Retirement Services Office - John Bell  

     E-mail:  bellj1@bragg.army.mil
     1)  Location.  The Installation Retirement Services Office (IRSO) is located in the Soldier Support Center, Building 4-2843, Normandy Drive in the Lower Level.  The IRSO provides services to both active duty soldiers assigned to Fort Bragg and to Army retirees and their family members residing in North Carolina.  

     2)  Services Provided.  Services are provided on a walk-in, write-in or e-mail, or phone-in basis.  Upon request, IRSO provides individual counseling on retirement rights, pay, Dual Compensation, Civil Service Reform Act, benefits and privileges.

     3)  Counseling.  Special assistance is provided with preparations and submission to Military Board of Corrections cases.  In conjunction with servicing legal office, counsels active and retired soldiers, spouses, and former spouses on the Uniformed Services Former Spouses Protection Act.  

Counseling services are provided to widows of both active duty and retired soldiers.

     4)  Pre-Retirement Briefings.  IRSO conducts pre-retirement briefings and administers the Survivor Benefit Plan at the installation level.  Counseling services are provided to widows of both active duty and retired soldiers.

     5)  Hours.

Monday thru Friday 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Closed on all Corps Training and Federal Holidays 

     6)  Phone.  

(910) 396-5304/8591

(910) 396-3747-Fax

18.  Womack Army Medical Center, Shannon Lynch, 907-7247


  E-Mail:  Shannon.Lynch2@na.amedd.army.mil

  Web Site:  www.wamc.army.amedd.mil
a.  Walter Reed Shuttle Bus Dates.  Womack Army Medical Center provides a shuttle bus to Walter Reed Army Medical Center every two weeks.  This service is available for active duty soldiers, retirees and family members who have specialty care consults from their primary care managers to Walter Reed.  WAMC Clinical Operations Personnel coordinates with Referral Coordination Service personnel at WRAMC to schedule patient clinical appointments, usually between 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., times which are consistent with the schedule of the shuttle bus.  Escorts and patients should report to Womack at 4:45 a.m. on the date of the referral. The bus will leave at approximately 5:00 a.m., with an estimated arrival time of 11:00 a.m. Departure from WRAMC is approximately 4 p.m., with an estimated return to Womack at 11 p.m.  Current 2004 shuttle bus dates are:  January 28, February 11, February 25, March 10, March 18, April 8, April 21, May 12, May 26, June 10, June 29.  For more information, call 

(910) 907-8525/8498.
b.  President’s day closings.  Womack Army Medical Center’s primary care and specialty care clinics will be closed on Friday, February 13th for a training holiday and on Monday, February 16th for President’s Day.

The Acute Minor Illness Clinic (AMIC) will be open from 9:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m.  To make an appointment in the Acute Minor Illness clinic, please call (910) 907-2778.

c  Blood Drive.  A blood drive has been scheduled at Womack Army Medical Center on Wednesday, February 11th between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 

Active duty soldiers, their families, retirees and Department of Defense civilians are eligible to donate through the Fort Bragg Blood Donor Center. Appointments are available by calling (910) 907-7247.  For more information about donating blood, please call the Fort Bragg Blood Donor Center at (910) 396-9925.

d.  President’s day closings.  Womack Army Medical Center’s primary care and specialty care clinics will be closed on Thursday, February 13th for a training holiday and on Monday, February 16 for President’s Day.

The Acute Minor Illness Clinic (AMIC) will be open from 9:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m.  To make an appointment in the Acute Minor Illness clinic, please call (910) 907-2778.
19.  Cumberland County Schools – (910) 678-2302

       E-Mail:  
       Web Site:  http://www.ccs.k12.nc.us/
a.  Cumberland County School.  The Cumberland County School System is the 4th largest school system in the state and the 72nd in the nation, serving 50,760 students in 85 schools with 6,234 employees of whom 3,244 are teachers.  On any given day, nearly 20% of our community’s almost 300,000 residents is housed in our schools nearly half of their waking hours.

b.  Mission.  Our mission is simple: All schools will be safe and caring and student achievement will increase each year.

c.  Student Assignment.  Students are assigned to schools based on the parent or guardian’s residence.  We serve all 10th - 12th grade students who reside on post or base, and we accept 9th grade students who wish to attend our schools.

d.  “Choice” Programs.  Our school system is dedicated to serving the needs of children in our community.  We offer a variety of “choice” programs that range from the Performing Arts to Engineering Technologies.  These programs follow the North Carolina Standard Course of Study.  We have 21 choice programs in our elementary schools.  And, our choice options have expanded to the secondary level with 7 programs at the middle level and 11 high school academies that concentrate on career interests.  Two classical high schools are also available with one offering the Year-Round calendar. 

e.  Principles.  Throughout the Cumberland County Schools, we operate under two basic quality principles: customer focus and continuous improvement.  We need to know the aims of our customers, of whom you are a part, so that we can tailor our educational programs to meet those needs.  And, of course, we are constantly working to improve.

20.  Fayetteville Technical Community College Basic Skills/HRD Programs

       Linda Robotham, (910) 678-8483 or 678-8481

       E-Mail:  robothal@faytechcc.edu
a.  Family Literacy & Even Start Family Literacy Programs:

Classes are offered for parents with children up to five years old.  These classes provide instruction for students of English as a Second Language, as well as for students who want to earn a GED.  Classes are free of charge and are held at various times and locations.  These classes also allow parent/child interaction time, along with parenting skills classes.

b.  Testing Center Hours:

All students entering Basic Skills classes need to be assessed in Room 205 at the Continuing Education Center, FTCC.  Testing also takes place on some of our off-campus sites.

c.  English As A Second Language:

For Prospective ESL Students 

Thursday from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  (No testing will begin after 6:00 p.m.)

Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  (No testing will begin after 11:00 a.m.)
For all other Basic Skills students 

Monday from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  (No testing will begin after 6:00 p.m.)

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  (No testing will begin after 2:00 p.m.)

Students need to bring proper identification to be assessed.  Please call the number above for more information.   

21.  Fort Bragg Tax Center – CPT Matthew Scott, (910) 396-TAXX or 396-1040

       E-Mail:  scottmc@bragg.army.mil
       Web Site:  www.bragg.army.mil/18abn/tax.htm
a. TAX HELP AVALIABLE - The Fort Bragg Tax Center will again offer FREE walk-in tax assistance and electronic filing of federal and state tax returns from 26 January 26 – April 15.  THE TAX CENTER HAS A NEW LOCATION THIS YEAR.  It will be located in the basement of Building 2-1133 on the corner of Macomb and Armistead St.  Hours of operation are 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. Monday – Friday and 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Saturday, closed Sundays and holidays.  Please arrive at the Tax Center NLT one hour prior to closing and bring your military ID card, social security card, and power of attorney if filing for someone else or married filing jointly without your spouse being present.  In addition, if you have a spouse and/or dependants bring their social security cards and W2s.  For more info, call (910) 396-TAXX or 396-1040 or go to www.bragg.army.mil/18abn/tax.htm.

b.  Fundraising.  Due to space constraints, we will not be able to accommodate any fundraising requests.  For questions concerning this or any fundraising issue please contact Stacy Williams at (910) 396-4447 or williamss@bragg.bragg.mil.

22.  Fort Bragg Fisher House.  The Fort Bragg Fisher House is located at 12 Bassett Street, Fort Bragg, NC 28307.  the phone number is (910) 432-1486.  A “Home-Away-From-Home” for military families receiving medical treatment at Womack Army Medical Center, Fayetteville Veteran’s Administration Center & Cape Fear Valley Hospital.  The cost to reside at the house is $10.00 per night per family.  The house is operated from room fees and donations from the community.  For more information, contact the above or email at FHWAMC@aol.com.

23.  September Smiles.  When America went to war with Iraq, our first thought was of all of the soldiers, particularly those with young families. We, the women of September Smiles, prayed for them, but wanted to do more.  You see, our husbands were killed on September 11th in the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and we then gave birth alone shortly after.  We knew with this war there would be more tragic stories similar to ours - other young widows and widowers, many with children who would never know their fathers or mothers.  After our husbands died, we were so blessed by the overwhelming support of our nation that we started September Smiles to honor our husbands, to pay kindness forward by helping others, and to show our gratitude for all the support we’ve received.  September Smiles, an entirely volunteer non-profit organization, offers a gift program to soldiers’ wives who have become widowed as a result of the war with Iraq as well as children of those soldiers.  Unfortunately we have not been able to locate all of the families fatally impacted by the war to send them gifts and make them aware that we are a central resource for their families, offering practical guidance through the issues that arise out of an unexpected loss.  We are writing to ask if you could help us get the word out about our organization.  If you could please forward our contact information to widows of soldiers who died in Operation Iraqi Freedom or to the guardians of those soldiers’ children, we would greatly appreciate it.  At the very least, we would love to send them a gift in honor of their hero who has been killed.  We hope that we can do more for them.  More information can be found on our website at www.septembersmiles.com or you may contact Kim Statkevicus at (203) 866-3240 or by e-mail at SeptemberSmiles@att.net. 
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