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Approximately 823 paratroopers from the 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, rig up for a jump from a C-130 Hercules aircraft in to  Fort Polk, La., in movement to the Joint Readiness Training Center . For two weeks, these paratroopers will execute air assault, movement and defense operations in a simulated battle field. This training exercise will help paratroopers prepare for war and give them the confidence they need to execute a successful mission, according to Maj. Malcolm Frost, brigade operations officer, 504th PIR, 82nd Abn Div.

"JRTC is the best type of training there is," Frost said.

"It will help paratroopers develop the skills they need on the battle field and to support Operation Enduring Freedom."    Photo by SPC Heather Allenbaugh

