By Spc. Jamie Bender

1st Infantry PAO

AR RAMADI, Iraq-There are many ways to tear down a building. A common method is to use a wrecking ball or heavy equipment. But if there is no time for traditional methods, people may need to use the assets at hand. 


The 1st Brigade Combat Team utilized the 10th Air Support Operations Squadron during Operation Stocking Stuffer on Dec. 26 to destroy a problematic building with a precision-guided bomb. 

The unoccupied structure had been the site of several attacks on 1st BCT soldiers in the recent months.

 "It was a known safe haven for [improvised explosive device] setters," said Air Force Staff Sgt. Donald Sinde, enlisted terminal attack controller, 10th ASOS. "First Brigade soldiers had been attacked several times by IEDs, small arms and [rocket propelled grenades] from that house."


The decision to bomb the structure came from Col. Buck Connor, commander, 1st BCT. After the sixth attack on soldiers on Dec. 22, Connor said, "Lets make it go away."

 "It went up through [82nd Airborne] Division and up to the [V] Corps Commander for approval," said Sinde. "We also sent it through the Air Force so they could assess the target and do all the collateral damage assessments. It took about 48 hours to be approved."


The bomb used to level the building was a 2, 000 pound Joint Direct Attack Munition (JDAM) with a 60-millisecond delay fuse.


"With the JDAM, there are three separate types of fusing that you can put on it," explained Sinde. "One is an instantaneous fuse, which will hit and instantaneously explode. That causes a lot of damage. It can land on any side of a building and it will destroy it and anything around it. Then there is a 10-millisecond delay fuse that will minimize collateral damage a little bit, but it will still completely destroy the structure. The 60-millisecond delay fuse is specifically designed to reduce the collateral damage and allows friendly forces to be a lot closer to the target."

The 60-millisecond delay fuse was used because the structure was in a populated area. 


"The fusing allows the bomb to go through the building, penetrate the concrete and then penetrate the ground itself," explained Sinde. "It is designed specifically to not blow up the building, but collapse it into the hole that it creates underneath."


Even though collateral damage was going to be small, soldiers from 1st Battalion, 34th Armor, cordoned off the area, positioning M2-A2 Bradley Fighting Vehicles to block traffic. 

Before destroying the building, Connor and his security team took one last look through it. The trip only reinforced the decision to destroy the building.


"The enemy had wires running into the breaker box to set off IEDs by flipping a switch," said Connor.

Two bombs were dropped on the building, the first missing the center of the building by about six feet, said Sinde.

 "The second was right on target. It worked actually better than we planned. We were expecting some of the structure to still be there, but with the soft ground underneath it just dropped the whole thing into the hole."


The end result was a pile of rubble. No more safe-house. No more danger. The close coordination between the Air Force and Army helped eliminate a threat not only to all troops in the area, but for Iraqis, too.
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