3d ACR, workers’ toil pays off at Super Phosphate Plant

By Sgt. 1st Class Gary L. Qualls, Jr.

3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment
AL QA’IM, Iraq – The economy in the Al Qa’im area got a big boost Jan. 31 when the management of the Super Phosphate Plant received a check for $2.5 million from the Ministry of Industry and Minerals.  

Plant managers say the money will enable the plant to start partial operations in one month.  Civil affairs personnel in 1st Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment have been working for months to get the plant – considered to be full of economic potential – up and running. The plant would employ 5,500 workers and produce several products that are currently in demand on the world market, like zeolite and sulphuric acid.

Zeolite is a versatile mineral used for many products, including odor and moisture control goods.  Sulphuric acid is also used to make many products, including fertilizers, paints and detergents.  

The plant will market products in country, to neighboring countries and throughout the world, said Maj. Gen. Charles H. Swannack, commanding general of the 82nd Airborne Division. Swannack is responsible for the Al Anbar Province, where the plant is located.  Swannack’s remarks came in a speech at the ceremony where the check was presented.  

Swannack recounted how, just a few short months ago, elements in the plant were allowed to rust. Trash and other debris were scattered throughout the plant and fire and other safety hazards were plentiful.

Plant employees have since taken significant steps toward resuming production and have made the plant a healthier and safer work environment. They implemented measures such as worker safety programs and developed procedures for handling and labeling hazardous materials. 

“Things are very different (at the plant) than they were three months ago,” Swannack said. “If this hard work and spirit of the workers continues, there will be a free flow of information between management and the workers, and they will come up with many good ideas to solve problems in the future.”
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Maj. Gen. Charles H. Swannack, commanding general of 82nd Airborne Division, and Col. David A. Teeples, regimental commander of 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, stand with managers of the Super Phosphate Plant behind a super-sized check for $2.5 million.  The check, from the Ministry of Industry and Minerals, was presented to plant management at a ceremony Jan. 31. (U.S. Army photo)

