Story by Cpl. Joe Niesen

AL ANBAR, Iraq—A soldier’s life may be seldom filled with anything but work and brief moments of rest. This week, many soldiers stationed throughout the Al Anbar Region of Iraq were treated to a brief moment of respite from daily doldrums when the Armed Forces Entertainment program brought them a group of comedians.


The funnymen were part of the Comics on Duty World Tour and their mission was to take the soldiers’ minds off the tedium and stress that can normally fill their day.


The five comics delivered shows to the 82nd Airborne Division's Camp Ridgeway and Champion Main bases as well as other FOBs. 


"They're great, this is a nice break from the usual," said 1st Lt. Adam Camarano, Delta Troop, 1-17th Cavalry Platoon Leader, 82nd Airborne Division. 


The comics barraged the audiences, which numbered over 100 at each showing, with witty observations about life in Iraq and the military. They also played on themes often denied to troops in a combat zone. These latter topics ranged from television to sex and alcohol and guaranteed laughs from the more than receptive audience.


Other comics pointed to the inconsistencies between active duty soldiers and their reserve and National Guard counterparts. 


"You National Guardsmen can't even be taken hostage, it's like when you're caught, you get to say 'hey, this is great, you got me—but I've got to get back to work on Monday,’" said host Kevin Jordan.  


Most of the soldiers in attendance were grateful for the performance, with only one soldier asking for more.


"I hope that the Playmates make it here some day, yea that would be good," said Staff Sgt. Jonathan Lindsey with the 49th Engineering Battalion out of Conway, AK. 


In all, the comics accomplished their mission and gave the soldiers in Iraq something to relieve the stress of their current environment as well as something to talk about for the next few days. 
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