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AL ASAD, Iraq - As the holiday season approaches, soldiers in the 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment will have been deployed in Iraq for nearly nine months.  Many soldiers have family members –husbands, wives and children- that will send them holiday gifts reminding them they are missed back home.  However, the Regiment has a plan to remember its single soldiers, too.  


“Operation Magi” is a program that links single soldiers in the Regiment with churches and individual citizens during the holiday season,” said Chaplain Christopher Faria, Regimental Chaplain, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment.  “One small, simple gift given to a single soldier will remind the soldier that people back home support him.”



According to Faria, Operation Magi is unique to the 3rd ACR.  No other unit in Iraq has attempted to provide every soldier who is single with a holiday gift.  He has spearheaded other holiday campaigns in the past back in the states like Operation Christmas Child and Operation Christmas Care, but Operation Magi is different because it targets deployed soldiers.  Even the name- Operation Magi- ties into 3rd ACR’s deployment.


“The Magi were men from the east, where the regiment is currently located, from ancient Persia,” said Faria.  “They made the journey west to find Him….Now hundreds upon hundreds of soldiers will be in the land of the Magi, and without their families.”


According to Faria, individuals from all over the world have donated gifts.


“Most of our gifts come from Fort Carson, Colo., but we’ve had people donate from England and Kuwait, too.”


When asked how the gifts are to be distributed, Faria said the command staff has been a tremendous support.


“I’ve already received over 500 boxes,” said Command Sgt. Maj. John Caldwell, Regimental Command Sergeant Major, 3rd ACR.  “The boxes are pouring into my office everyday.”


Caldwell is in charge of collecting and distributing the gifts to the single soldiers.  He said he has a list of all the single soldiers in his unit and it is the Regiment’s goal to make sure each one receives a gift.


“We want to make sure everybody is included,” said Caldwell.


Caldwell noted the 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment’s Family Readiness Group is involved too.  


“Sue Teeples and my wife, Teresa Caldwell, have been instrumental in making this a success,” said Caldwell.


Caldwell also said that the size of the gift should be small.


“We’re not looking for big gifts.  Books, games; anything that costs around $10 is perfect,” added Caldwell.


If you would like to donate to Operation Magi, please send the package to: Regimental Chaplain, RHHT 3d ACR, Unit 91456, APO AE 09320-1456.

