SGT HEATHER ALLENBAUGH
82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION PAO

SAINT


Every Paratrooper in the 82nd Airborne Division is supposed to receive a medallion during their first airborne operation in division. There is an angel etched into the small, silver medal. Behind the angel, there are images of paratroopers he seems to be leading into battle. This angel’s name is St. Michael, and he is recognized by the U.S. Army Airborne Forces as the patron of the airborne.


On Sept. 30, the 82nd Chaplain Office and other units from division sponsored a St. Michael Airborne Association jump in an effort to promote spiritual fitness to Paratroopers, said Lt. Col. David Smith, division chaplain. 

The St. Michael’s Airborne Association is a spiritually-oriented organization that promotes and fosters spiritual fitness, morale, discipline and Army values.
“The 82nd Commanding General (Maj. Gen. William B. Caldwell) has placed emphasis on physical fitness in the division,” said Smith, as he spoke to the Paratroopers who would jump all throughout the night from C-130 Hercules aircraft. “Now he is also emphasizing the need to be spiritually fit.”
The term “Spiritually fit” means that regardless of a paratrooper’s religion, he has faith in his maker, creator or god. Many paratroopers do not even have a preference of religion, but some type of faith can give them strength to complete a mission, Smith said.
For example, Smith had not been given the opportunity to say an initial prayer during an airborne operation he had been on in the past. When the Paratroopers loaded up on the aircraft, the chaplain finally got to say the prayer. There were at least two Paratroopers that were glad he did.

“While I was saying the prayer, there were two paratroopers jumping for the first time with the 82nd, and their eyes were huge as they watched me speak,” Smith said. “After the jump on the drop zone, they thanked me and said it gave them strength during the airborne operation.”
The St. Michael airborne operation was important because it honored the angel and prestige of the Paratrooper. St. Michael was also said to be the commander of an army of angels, said Smith.

“As our patron saint, St. Michael is there to save oppressed (people),” said Smith. “We also free the oppressed as Paratroopers.”

The airborne operation also gave the chaplains a chance to make their presence known to the 82nd community and bond with Paratroopers.  

“People don’t often see chaplains as part of the team,” said Maj. Tim Atkinson, chaplain deputy. “This opens doors to our ministry and shows Paratroopers we are here for them and part of operations.”

Chaplains also had the chance to talk and bond with fellow Paratroopers between airborne briefs, putting on parachutes and boarding the aircraft. There were even donuts and coffee for the Paratroopers to eat and drink so they could participate in fellowship together as they completed some pre-airborne training.
According to Smith, the division chaplain’s office hopes to sponsor an airborne operation once a month to encourage ongoing spiritual fitness. 

For more information on airborne operations sponsored by the 82nd chaplains office and available worship services in division area, call 432-1903.

