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Afghan village gets
Army assistance

By Staff Sgt. Christina Bhatti
11* Public Affairs Detachment

KAPISA, Afghanistan—Inacountry that
has been ravaged by more than 20 years of
war, thereisasmall provincethat isstruggling
to get back on its feet and have a productive
future through agriculture.

The Kapisa province in a fertile part of
northern Afghanistan has in the past, pros-
pered from growing crops. But the years of
turmoil changed that prosperity. What was
once athriving provinceis now barren.

With the help of the U.S,, the people of
Kapisaare hoping they will thriveagain. Cal.
Kevin McNeely, base commander made his
second visit to KapisaSaturday to pledge U.S.
support for the province rebuilding. He and
province leaders discussed future plans that
they hope will one day bring wealth back to
the people.

“Thereisasystem that we are looking at
putting in place here because they are suc-
cessful in the U.S. But for us to do that suc-
cessfully, we haveto tailor the program to fit
the needs and traditions of the people here,”
McNedly said.

Theplanistoingtitute aco-operative sys-
tem to grow crops and a Chamber of Com-
merce, so the people would have a way of
sdlling their crops. The plan will “hopefully
unitethe peoplein the province and give back
to them what was taken more than 25 years
ago” said McNeely.

The province planted atreein McNedly’s
name as a symbol of trust and the good rela-
tions between the U.S. and Afghanistan.

Onceingtituted, thisplanwill bea“lifeline
for the people,” he said.

Sincetheoutbresk of war morethan 20years
ago, farminginthisregional but stopped. And
then when the Taliban cameto power, they en-

See KAPISA, Page3

A somber moment...

pending natification of next of kin.

Theremainsof six airmen killed Sunday when their HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopter crashed
were flown home today. The helicopter crashed while on a medical evacuation mission 18
miles north of Ghazni. The weather was poor across Afghanistan when the aircrew wason
their way to MEDEVAC two Afghan children. The airmens’ names are being withheld

Photo by Pvt. 2 Terri Rorke

Italian force protection progress

By Maj. William Mott
11™ Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — The U.S.
shock and awe campaign has increased se-
curity operationsthroughout theworld. Our
coalition partnersherearejust as concerned
about their soldiers’ security asthe U.S.

Working asaliaison officer between the
Combined Joint Task Force-180 Joint Opera-
tions Center and the Nibbio Task Force,1¢
Lt. Emiliano Moscaattendsall Dragon Base
briefings and relays the latest information
on intelligence and threat conditions to his
task force.

“1 am confident in the security of the
compound. The exchange of information

between the American and coalition forces
strengthens Bagram Air Base,” said Mosca.

“The directives | get from the JOC are
immediately implemented on our new com-
pound.”

Moscais part of the Taureinense Brigade
deployed from L’ aquila, Abruzzo, Italy with
the Nibbio Task Forcefor theWar on Terror.

As a platoon leader for the Taureinese
Brigade and force protection LNO, Mosca
plansthe emplacement of bunkersand shel-
ters in coordination with the force protec-
tion planfor Bagram Air Base.

Theltalian compound isstill under con-
struction and his plan has to be flexible

SeeITALIANS, Page4
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in asuburb of Baghdad, as smokerisesfromoil
firesthat ring the city asa defense.

U.S.-led coalition pushes to-
ward Baghdad

CNN — With soldiers from the U.S.
Army’s V Corps poised to take on an elite
Iragi Republican Guard division lessthan 60
miles from Baghdad, coalition planes and
helicopters pounded Iraqgi positionsto clear
apath toward the Iragi capital.

Large explosionsand anti-aircraft tracer
fire lit the night skies over Baghdad early
Tuesday morning, with at least five bomb-
ing waveshitting the Iraqi capital since dark-
nessfell.

Among the buildings destroyed Mon-
day wasan Iraqi air force complex. Saddam
International Airport wasalso being targeted.

Pentagon officials said about half of the
airstrikesmadein the last 36 hourswere di-
rected toward Republican Guard units.

Pentagon: Iraqi forces en-
gaged in ‘deadly deception’

WASHINGTON — Pentagon officials
lashed out Monday at the “deadly decep-
tion” of the Iragi regime on the battlefield,
saying that Iragi troops are engaged in “se-
riousviolationsof thelawsof war” by falsely
indicating their willingness to surrender or
by fighting U.S. and allied troopsin civilian
clothes.

“Known as perfidy or treachery, such
actsare strictly prohibited becausethey make
it extraordinarily difficult for coalition forces
to accept surrendering forces or protect ci-
vilians,” said Pentagon spokeswoman
VictoriaClarke.

Not yet aweek into thewar in Irag, Pen-

tagon officiasexpressed optimism about the
progress of the military campaign, despitea
weekend of significant coalition casualties
and a U.S. bomb strike this morning that
killed some Syrian civilians. The Pentagon
expressed its regret for those deaths.

“The despicable behavior of the Iraqi
regime has in no way stopped the progress
of thecoalition,” Clarkesaid. “ Control of the
country continuesto dlip away fromthelragi
regime, and coalition forces are closing in
on Baghdad.”

U.S.Apache pilots taken prisoner

WASHINGTON — Pentagon officials
have confirmed that two Apache helicopter
pilots whose craft went down in Irag have
been taken prisoner.

U.S. Apacheattack helicoptershad been
involvedin afiercebattlewith unitsof Irag’'s
Republican Guard unitsearly Monday about
100 kilometers (60 miles) south of Baghdad.

The Pentagon identified the two, who
were shown on video on Abu Dhabi TV, as
David S. Williams of Floridaand Ronald D.
Young, Jr., of Georgia, both chief warrant
officers.

TheU.S. military destroyed the helicop-
ter later in an airstrike so the Iragis could not
gain from it, the Pentagon said.

Families pray for POWSs’ safety

FORT BLISS, Texas— Thewar against
Irag hit homewhen imagesof captured Army
Spc. Joseph Hudson, Pfc. Patrick Miller, Spc.
Shoshana Johnson, Sgt. James Riley and
Spc. Edgar Hernandez in Iraq flickered onto
TV screens and Internet sites.

Thefive— membersof the 507" Mainte-
nance Company at Fort Bliss, Texas— are
prisoners of war in Irag, and were inter-
viewed inan Iragi state-run video broadcast
on Al-Jazeera, shocking their relatives,
friends and neighbors at the post and their
homes.

Miller, 23, Hudson, 24, Johnson, 30, Riley,
31, and Hernandez, 21, were seen on Al-
Jazeera, the Qatar-based, Arabic language
TV newsnetwork.

Indl, 11 soldiersfrom their maintenance
group still are unaccounted for — either cap-

tured, dead or missing— following fiercefight-
ing Sunday at Nasiriyain south-central Irag.

U.S. pressures Russia over
arms sales to Iraq

WASHINGTON — The United Stateson
Monday continued to pressure Moscow to
rein intwo Russian companiesit accuses of
supplying military equipment to Saddam
Hussein.

President Bush expressed concern to
Russian President Vladimir Putin about re-
portsthat Russian companies had sold mili-
tary equipment and electronics to Iraq re-
cently, inviolation of U.N. sanctions.

White House press secretary Ari
Fleischer told reporters earlier Monday that
a Russian company was providing “ongo-
ing cooperation and support to Iraqi forces,”
including selling night goggles and other
equipment to Baghdad that can jam satellite
navigational systemsused by U.S. precision-
guided weapons.

The Washington Post identified two of
the companies asAviaconversiya, which al-
legedly supplied jamming equipment, and
KBPTula, an optics company.

Allied buildup in northern Iraq

SALAHUDDIN, Irag— Codlitionforces
areincreasing inthenorth of Irag, indicating
anorthern front in the war on Irag could be
opened soon.

Until recently, between 20 and 30 special
operationsforceswerein Irag’snorthernre-
gion, but the number appearsto be growing
rapidly as two major airstrips in the north
report U.S. planescominginfairly steadily.

More than 200 troops were said to bein
the area early Monday.

U.S. Special Forceswere bringing troops
and equipment into the Harir airstrip near
Erbil, Irag, and another airstrip in northeast
Iragq near Sulaymaniyah.

The equipment included chemical detec-
tors, aswell ascommunications systemsfor
forward aircraft controllers.

TheHarir airstrip isunder the control of
the Kurdistan Democratic Party, and the air-
strip near Sulaymaniyah iscontrolled by the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan.



Story and photo by
Pfc. Debralee P. Crankshaw
11™ Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan—If asoldier is
having problemswith their sight, they don’t
have to wait until they return home to re-
ceive glasses.

Spc. Larry Reese, optician, 427" Medical
Logistics, Fort Gillem, Ga. puts together
single-vision glasses with basic combat
frameshere.

Bifocal prescriptions are sent to a fixed
facility and sent back when finished, which
usually takes about a month.

Reese has had afew cases where he has
fixed glasses, but if the frames are broken
the screws Reese has are not small enough
tofit all glasses.

To receive glasses, a soldier must visit
optometry first, unlessthey have aprescrip-
tion that is less than a year old.

Some people may not have frames or
didn’t receive their glasses before deploy-
ing so the services are offered here.

According to Reese, most glasses usu-
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Col. Kevin McNedly, base commander, and Sayed
Habib Abedi, McNeely' sadvisor and interpreter,
watch asatreeisbeing planted in Kapisa.

couraged the growth of poppy. Now, the com-
munity ishappy to giveup poppy growth, for a
crop that ismore useful and profitable.

“The province is now 95 percent drug
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Soldiers with "foresight’ get glasses here

Spc. Larry Reese, optician, 427" Medical Logis-
tics, Fort Gillem, Ga., examines a lens in the
lensometer toensureitisthecorrect prescription.

ally take about five minutesto put together.

The first step is to select the proper
lensesand frame, then Reesetakesthelenses
to the lensometer to ensure the prescription
iscorrect.

Next, thelenses are taken to the blocker.
To use this machine, the optician must have
the pupil distance of the patient and the pu-
pil distance of the frames. Using these dis-
tances, the optician uses the blocker to find
the difference so the lenswill bein front of
the pupil .

The pupil distance of a patient is deter-
mined by measuring the distance, in millime-

free,” said Sayed Habib Abedi, McNeely's
advisor and interpreter. “It is against the Is-
l[amiclaw and U.S. law sothepeopleweremore
than happy to stop.”

When McNeely made his latest visit to
the province, they renounced poppy growth
and announced that the U.S. and McNedly
could be trusted and were there to help them
get back what they had lost.

It was during this second visit that
McNesly, “ secured hisplace and gained popu-
larity inthe province,” said Abedi.

“Thesepeoplearenormally reserved,” said
Abedi. “So for them to embrace a foreigner
and open up this quickly, it says something
about the colonel’s leadership.”

Heisthesymbol of Americaand he speaks
for America, Abedi said. They look at himand
seeagreat soldier. They know heissomeone
they can trust.

TheU.S.roleinKapisaisto helpthem get
back ontheir feet with technology and limited
funds. It will be up to the Afghans, with the
help of non-governmental organizations, to

ters, between the outer edge of theright pupil
and the inner edge of the | eft.

After using the blocker, the optician takes
the lens to the edger, which shapes the cir-
cular lenssoit will fit theframe.

The edger causes the edges of the lens
to be sharp so the optician uses a grinding
well to smooth the edges.

Finally, the optician uses a sand box,
which heats the frames, melting them and
alowing them to be shaped and the lenses
to be placed inside. This must be finished
beforetheframescool. After theframescool,
they retain the shape.

Reese has made about 60 pairs of
glasses since January and makes approxi-
mately 30 amonth.

Reese also performs tints on prescrip-
tion and nonprescription glasses.

“Tint isthe most aggravating part of my
job,” said Reese.

Some lenses tint faster than others and
to be used, lenses must be the same shade.
If the lenses are not the same shade they
must be neutralized to remove the tint and
redone.

do moreinthefuture.

“Some of these people have never known
peace or prosperity. We need to help them as
part of the next phase of thiswar,” McNeely
sad.

Thisprojectispart of the Base Operations
“two-fold mission,” said McNeely. The first
part of their mission is to help the Afghans
with the necessities of life —food, water and
shelter. The second part of the mission is to
build strong relations with the Afghans who
reside near the base.

To build relations, McNeedly and histeam
will rely onword of mouth.

“There is no mass communication, out
here, sowehaveto rely onthe peopleto spread
theword of our plans,” McNeely said. “That
istheonly way we can get the American story
out.”

Once the “American story” is out, it is
easier to make plansto improve thefuture.

“We can only do so much to help,”
McNedy said. “Intheend it will be upto the
people of Afghanistan.”
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enough to coincide with moving offices and new access
gates. Everyday, Hesco walls go up and come down wreak-
ing havoc on security plans, but construction is always
geared towards increased security not convenience.

“Our concernsincludethethreat level, Afghan workers
andthe Bagram area,” said Mosca. “We have alert exercises
in coordination with the base exercises and perform after
action reports to ensure the security of the compound.”

“My job has offered me agreat opportunity for cultural
exchange with the other coalition members and U.S. sol-
dierswhilel play acritical roleinthe safety and security of
my fellow soldiers and the success of Nibbio Task Force
mission.”

Nibbio forces also operate from the Salerno Forward
Operating Base executing missions in the War on Terror to
capture residual al-Qaida terrorists and stop followers of
Osamabin Laden from returning to Afghanistan.

Photo by Maj. William Mott

A Nibbio Task Force Alpini Brigade soldier pullsforce protec-
tion duty at the Italian compound gate.

Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

15307 at the MWR building: “DieHard.”
New York cop John McClane givesterrorists
a dose of their own medicine as they hold
hostagesin an LA office building.

Tomorrow’smoviewill be“DieHard 2.”

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Bagram:

Kandahar:

Kabul:

Uzbekistan:

Today Wednesday
Cloudy Mostly cloudy
H: 59F H: 70F

L: 43F L:41F

Cloudy Dusty

H: 72F H: 73F

L: 52F L: 55F

Fog Haze

H: 64F H: 68F

L: 39F L: 41F

Mostly cloudy Mostly cloudy
H: 71F H: 74F

L: 44F L: 48F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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ESPN — The call count was up to
20 for Gonzaga coach Mark Few. They
were coming in from all partiesin the
sport — coaches, ex-players, media,
administrators — everyone telling him
that the Zags' double-overtime loss to
Arizonaon Saturday was one of the best
games they’d ever seen.

“Everyone keeps calling it epic,”
Few said Monday. “It was like Rocky
vs. Apollo. We started out asrivalsand
ended asbest friends. Luke Walton said
wewerethe best teamin five yearsthat
he has played at Arizona.”’

And that is saying something.

“It was two teams that played their best and |eft everything out
on the court,” Few said. “It was something special to be apart of.”

This whole tournament has been special. For players, coaches,

AR %
Feeling good about the

NCAA Tournament? So
wasButler.

NCAA Division 1:
ESPN/USA Today Coaches Pall

Team Record
1. Kentucky 29-3
2. Arizona 25-3
3. Oklahoma 24-6
4. Pittsburgh 26-4
5. Texas 22-6
6. Kansas 25-7
7. Duke 24-6
8. Florida 24-7
9. Wake Forest 24-5
10. lllinois 24-6
11. Marquette 23-5
12. Syracuse 24-5

Team Record

13. Louisville 24-6

14. Xavier 255

15. Creighton 29-4 O

16. Stanford 23-8

17. Maryland 19-9

18. Dayton 25-5

19. Wisconsin 22-7

20. Notre Dame 22-9

21. Mississippi St. 21-9

22. Memphis 23-6 [

23. Oklahoma State 21-9

24. Connecticut 21-9

25. Missouri 21-10
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Coalition Sports Zone

(Compiled from ESPN.com)

mediamembersand fans.

Thisisthe tournament that almost wasn't, with apotential plan
to postpone put in place by the NCAA early last week. The NCAA
checked with CBS, Homeland Security, the White House and the
facilities to see if it was feasible, worth it and even possible to
postpone the tournament because of the then-pending and now
very real war inlrag.

No oneinvolved with the tournament is taking himself too seri-
ously. Everyone knows this event is a diversion for real-world is-
sues. But the tournament has been anything but an afterthought.

This tournament has been just as special, maybe more so, as
any other in recent memory.

There were fewer first- and second-round upsets than in past
years, but the games have been close. And the exciting, down-to-
the-final-shot games have been better than we could have hoped
for.

“Every game seems to have gone down to the last minute,”
Butler's Darnell Archey said. “ Thistournament showed how much
parity there isin college basketball. | know if | were just a fan of
college basketball | would want to watch this just to have some-
thing else to turn to. I'm the little guy (6-1) who makes 3s and
hopefully | could give inspiration to someone else.

8-0 isn’t enough for Pitt and company

BOSTON — Pittsburgh coach Ben Howland isthrilled that the
Big East hasfour teamsin the Sweet 16. Partly, becauseit’sniceto
see hisconference earning some national credibility. But, more self-
ishly, because it multipliesthe degree of difficulty of what his Pan-
thers achieved before the NCAA Tournament tipped off.

“It reflectsvery well on thisteam,” Howland said after his Pan-
thers dismantled Indiana, 74-52, on Sunday in a Midwest second-
round game. “Because we won the Big East regular season and the
Big East tournament.”

It'sapretty simple equation. If the Big East isthe big dog inthe
Big Dance (and it appearsto be, with itsfour tourney entries now 8-
0), then being the best team in the Big East means big things. And
after the way Pittsburgh played Sunday — harassing, swarming
and generally exhausting I ndianawith aperformance so blue-collar
the Panthers should carry union cards — there’s plenty of reason
to be high on Pitt.

“We played Kentucky this year, we played Illinois, we played
somereally good basketball teams,” said Indianacoach Mike Davis,
after Howland’sboys put him through 40 agonizing minutes of what
can only be dubbed Big East-brand basketball. “But we hadn’t
played ateam likethat all year.”

See SPORTS, Page 6
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Meanwhile, Big East squads play teams
“likethat” for three straight months, andit’s
paying off right now.

A few hours after Pitt’s victory herein
Big East country, fellow conference member
Syracuseovercamea17-point, first-half defi-
cit against Oklahoma State to become the
final member of theflawlessfoursome. Notre
Dame and Connecticut advanced on Satur-

day.

Price to rest groin this week

NORMAN, Okla. — Oklahoma guard
HollisPricewill get plenty of rest and treat-
ment this week as he recovers from a left
groininjury.

Trainer Alex Brown said he expectsPrice
to undergo three, one-hour sessions in the
training room each day thisweek and won'’t
do much on the practice court.

“Rest is the best thing for these, and
he's going to get alot of that,” Brown said Monday.

Price, the Big 12 player of the year, got hurt March 16 in the
championship game of the conference tournament.

He played a combined 41 minutes and scored eight points in
Oklahoma's first two East Regional games, victories over South
CarolinaStateand California.

“It’ s better than what it was Saturday and Thursday,” Price said
Monday as he arrived at the practice gym.

Price, who averages 19 points per game, said he hopes to be
close to 100 percent by Friday, when the top-seeded Sooners play
No. 12 seed Butler intheregiona semifinalsat Albany, N.Y.

Indiana wasn't able to hold up under physcial
play of Jaron Brown and Pittsburgh.

4.7 assists and 1.2 blocks per game this season. She is 12th on
UConn’'sall-time scoring list with 1,452 points.

TheNaismithAwards, intheir 35th year,
honor basketball’s inventor — Dr. James
Naismith. The awards program wasfounded
by the Atlanta Tipoff Club.

Past winners include Michael Jordan
(1984), Larry Johnson (1991) and Tim Duncan
(1997).

Bell says he wants more

active role on a team

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.—New Mexico
sophomore center Chad Bell quit the team
Monday, saying he wants to transfer to a
school where hewill get more playing time.

The6-foot-11 Bell played about 11 min-
utes a game this season and averaged 1.5
points and 1.6 rebounds. His best statistic
was 24 blocked shots.

“Any player, hislast two years, wants a
rolewith theteam. | want ahuge role where
I’ll be one of the main focuses,” Bell said
Monday.

“The best thing for meisto go to another situation,”” he added.

Bell, from Inglewood, Calif., started six gamesthis season.

“1 enjoyed every minute of beingaL obo,” Bell said, “but it was
just adecision | had to make.”

New Mexico coach Ritchie McKay said he understood Bell’'s
decision.

“We want Chad in the program, but we certainly respect his
wishes to pursue elsewhere,” McKay said.

Bell said he did not know yet where he will transfer.

“The other day (Saturday) | was about 85 percent, which was
better,” he said. “I moved a whole lot better than what | did
Thursday.”

Naismith awards winners announced

ATLANTA — Texas sophomore T.J. Ford and Connecticut
junior Diana Taurasi won the Naismith Awards on Monday as
the top college basketball playersin the country.

Ford, a5-foot-10 guard, leadsthe L onghornsin scoring (15),
assists(7.4), and steal s (1.96) per game. Last year, hewasthefirst
freshmanin NCAA history to lead the nation in assistswith 8.27
per game. He ranks second on Texas' all-time career assist list
with495.

“My teammates should share in this honor, as none of our
program’s success would be possible without them,” Ford said.
“This honor means alot to me. When | took alook at the list of
names who have won the award in the past, | was humbled. It
does show that hard work pays off.”

Taurasi, a 6-foot guard, leads the Huskies with 16.5 points,

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com

Laugh Support

By Kevin Kilgore




