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By Spc. Jim Wagner
109" Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

ORGUN-E, Afghanistan— Thefirst operational
unit of the Afghan National Army finished advanced
training here Jan. 26, the next step in fielding acom-
pletely independent fighting force in the country.

For the past month, ANA soldiers have prac-
ticed squad and platoon-infantry tactics based on
the U.S. Army doctrine. At first, soldiers said the
training was very difficult for them to pick up, but
they are slowly gaining confidence in their skillsas
aunit, thanksinlarge part to the disciplinethe U.S.
Army isdemanding.

For years, Afghan soldiers said they have been
using a style learned mainly fighting against the
Russians during the country’s invasion and occu-
pation of Afghanistan in the 1980s. Picking up the
American style of infantry tactics has proved
tougher than expected.

“The techniques used against the Russians were
much different,” said Hafizullah, a3 Battalion, ANA
soldier who fought against the Russiansin the mid-
tolate-1980s. “(The American style) is much safer
for individual soldiers, and | joined the ANA be-
cause the army wants to keep us alive.”

ANA soldiers are taught their skills by an
American Special Forces unit expert in building up

See BANA, Page4

Red Cross provides services to deployed soldiers

Photo by Spc. Jim Wagner, 109" Mobile Public Affairs Detachment
A 39YBANA soldier takesaim with his AK-47 during a live-fire exercise outside the city

of Orgun-E recently.

Pfc. Debralee P. Crankshaw
11" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan —
The ring of the phone wakes
you from your slumber; it takes
three rings to pick it up as
dread fillsyou.

This is one situation de-
ployed soldiers don’t have to
worry about.

TheRed Cross mainmission

in adeployed situation isto pro-
vide emergency communication
between servicemembers and
their families, according to Cecilia
Baize, team three leader, Red
Cross. This is a simple process
sarvicemembersandtheir families
should know. First, thefamily con-
tactstheir local Red Cross, giving
al theemergency information. The
Red Cross will verify the situa-
tion by confirming it with adoc-

tor or other official.

After verification, the com-
munication is reported to an
Emergency Communication
Center.

These centers are located in
Fort Sill, Okla. and Falls Church,
Va. These messages are then
passed on to the Red Cross
wherethe servicemember isde-
ployed and in turn given to the
commander or first sergeant

then to the servicemember.
“The command really wants
that Red Cross verification be-
fore they send their troops
home. Thisisanimportant mis-
sion and they just can let them
keep going home every time
they say something iswrong,”
said Baize. “ The command likes
to know the message is legit,

- See RED CROSS, Page 4
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WO rld Ne WS (Compiled from CNN.com)

A black cloud of smokeisseen fromtheair at the
West Pharmaceuticalsfire.

Two dead after N.C. blast

KINSTON, N.C.— Rescue crews late
Wednesday were trying to pinpoint the lo-
cations of three missing workers who were
inside a pharmaceutical supply plant that
was gutted by a massive explosion.

Authorities said the explosion killed at
least two people and injured more than two
dozen others— at least 12 of them critically
— devastating thistight-knit community in
eastern North Carolina.

“It'svery emotional to think that thiscan
occur in the city of Kinston,” said Mayor
Johnnie Mosley, who said he hasfriendswho
work at the plant. “The magnitude of this
incident is just devastating to all of us.”

Rescue crewswereworking with employ-
ees who got out alive to try to pinpoint the
locations of those still missing. All random
searches have been called off, unless au-
thorities are given specific locations of the
missing, because the building has been
deemed too unsafe.

One firefighter said there was just “too
much damage to just wander around the
building and do more searches.”

Bush hits road to push agenda

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — President
Bush took his agenda on the road Wednes-
day, touting his proposals for Medicare re-
form and tax relief amid mixed reactionto his
State of the Union address.

Whilemost Republican lawmakersclosed
ranks behind the president, many Democrats
voiced doubtsover hispriorities. It appeared
certainthat hislraq policy and domesticini-

tiatives would be the subject of continued
debate in Washington.

“Our economy is gtill kind of nudging
along ... but there is more we need to do,”
Bush told an enthusiastic audience here.

One of Bush's goals is to offer a pre-
scription drug benefit for America's senior
citizens. Bush did not unveil adetailed pro-
posal, but said that Medicare should be
availablein“avariety of forms’ that provide
the elderly with options. One such plan, he
said, would offer a prescription drug ben-
efit.

Allies scour Afghan caves

WASHINGTON — Morethan 500 U.S.
and allied troops are searching dozens of
cavesin southern Afghanistan after thelarg-
est battle between U.S. troops and anti-gov-
ernment forcesin nearly ayear, the chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff said Wednesday.

Thefighterswere holed up in aseries of
caves in the mountains along the Pakistani
border. Troops have searched some of the
estimated 30 caves in the area and found
several small caches of weapons, bomb-mak-
ing material and mobile phones, Gen. Rich-
ard Myers said.

“We believe there are more than 100 ad-
ditional cavesinthearea, so operationswill
probably most likely continue for the next
few days,” Myers said.

At least 18 membersof afundamentalist
militiawerekilled in abattle with U.S. and
coalition forcesMonday, military spokesmen
said. Therewere no reports of allied casual-
ties.

The fighters are thought to be loyal to
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, aformer primeminis-
ter during the civil war of the early 1990s.
Hekmatyar has sided with remnant Taliban
and al-Qaida unitsto fight U.S. troops, ac-
cording to Afghan and U.S. intelligence
SOurces.

Elephant remains found on Crete

IRAKLIO, Greece— Researchersonthe
southern Greek island of Crete have un-
earthed the fossilized tusk, teeth and bones
of aDeinotherium Gigantismum, afearsome
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Replica of an African Elephant skull. Their
European ancestorshad similar anatomies.

elephant-like creature that might have given
rise to ancient legends of one-eyed cyclops
monsters.

The 7 million-year-old remains suggest
the mammal moved around larger areas of
Europe than previously believed, possibly
swimming long distances in search of food.

“It was more widespread than we
thought,” said Charalampos Fassoulas, a
geologist who headed the excavations by
the University of Crete's Natural History
Museum.

The4 1/2-foot (1.4-meter) tusk wasfound
in September, along with seven fossilized
teeth the size of softballs and several bones
onfarmland cleared to plant olivetrees.

“We don't have many fossils of thisani-
mal, so everything we find increases our
knowledge about it and its habitat,”
Fassoulas said, waving his hand over alab
table holding the finds.

The species — whose tusks curved
downward from its chin — was the largest
of the pre-elephants and reached nearly 15
feet (4.5 meters) tall. Itsremains have been
found mainly in central Europe.



People should be convinced
by behavior pattern

By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Given more than adecade of Iraqi
lies and deception, “reasonable people” ought to assume
that Saddam Hussein isnot going to disarm, Defense Secre-
tary Donald H. Rumsfeld said during a Pentagon press brief-
ing today.

Rumsfeld said thereisa“fact pattern” Americans should
follow as they make up their minds on a possible war with
Irag. He said thisfact pattern would be buttressed by intel-
ligencethat Secretary of State Colin Powell will reveal dur-
ing his presentation to the U.N. Security Council.

The United States has always been uncomfortable with
striking first, Rumsfeld said. The policy of pre-emption —
striking afoe before the foe strikes— is difficult for people
who have grown up in this country and believed in the
principlethat unless attacked, one does not attack, he noted.

But the problem comeswith the geometrically increased
danger of weapons of mass destruction, he continued. A
biologica attack could kill 300,000 people, the secretary said.
“Does one wait until one's attacked or does one look at a
fact pattern and draw conclusions.”

Theidea of the United States using pre-emptive strikes
isnew, and Americanslook for “ perfect understanding” of a
situation. “ The only way you have perfect understanding is
after the attack has been made,” Rumsfeld said.

He asked reporters when perfect understanding existed
that would have allowed the United States to pre-empt the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacksin New York and Washington.

Rumsfeld said the fact pattern isIraqis ominous and it
will not get clearer with time. He said the facts are that Irag
had chemical and biological weapons. The United Nations
inspections teams found the proof of those following the
Persian Gulf War. What'smore, |Irag had aworking plan for
nuclear weapons and was within six months of developing
an atomic device.
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Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

1530Z at the MWR building: “Tomb-
stone.” After success cleaning up Dodge City,
Wyatt Earp moves to Tombstone, Ariz., and
wishesto get rich in obscurity. A band of out-
laws that call themselves The Cowboys are
causing problems in the region with various
actsof random violence, and inevitably leads = 1
to ashoot-out at the O.K. Corral. TAMBITORE

Tomorrow’smoviewill be“Unforgiven.”

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER REPORT:

Today Friday
Bagram: Partly cloudy Partly cloudy

H: 45F H: 45F

L: 27F L: 25F
Kandahar: Partly cloudy Fog

H: 54F H: 55F

L: 39F L: 36F
Kabul: Haze Fog

H: 45F H: 43F

L: 21F L: 18F
Uzbekistan:  Rain/Snow Mostly cloudy

H: 38F H: 43F

L: 30F L: 27F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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BANA, fromPage 1

armiesthroughout theworld. The 19" Spe-
cial Forces Group hastrained unitsthrough-
out Asia, aswell asin South America

In many ways, thetrainingis similar to
the basic training ANA soldiers receive at
the Kabul Military Training Center. The
only difference now is that emphasis is
placed on soldiersworking together as part
of ateam, asopposed to individual training.
In both respects, discipline is strictly en-
forced.

“The American Army did train ustough,
but that istheway it should be,” said Sayed
Nadir, platoon sergeant for 1% Platoon, 2™
Company, 3YBANA. “If they werelax train-
ing us, then we would be weak and not
trained right. | am glad they were tough on
us.”

In addition to the infantry training, the
battalion has been busy building a support
infrastructure that can support the unit in-
dependently.

American Special Forces advisor to the
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ANA soldiers“ attack” a house and targets during a live fire exercise outside the city of Orgun-E

ANA, Rocco, said that while amateurstalk
tactics, professionalstalk logistics, and the
unit is well on its way to building up its
infrastructure to operate independently.

“Atfirst, (theU.S. Army) was gathering
the intelligence from the local community,
asfar asfinding weapon caches or mines,”
Rocco said.

“Now, the intelligence section is com-
ing up to us and saying, ‘there is a mine
over here,” or ‘there is a weapons cache
there.” Then they come up with a plan and
wejust make small suggestions,” he added.

The intelligence gathered has already
reaped rewards for the ANA, and probably
saved a number of lives.

A day after donating school supplies
to alocal school, the headmaster informed
the local ANA commander, Muhammad
Akbar, 39 BANA executive officer, of a
large cache of ammunition and weapons
in the area. Using the information, the
ANA executed amission plan and worked
with American soldiers to safely destroy
the cache.

u - = &
3YBANA soldiersrefill their AK-47 magazines
after alivefireexerciseoutsidethecity of Orgun-
E recently.

A tip by alocal citizen to the ANA in
Orgun-E aso pointed to a land mine that
was placed on a road used regularly by
troops. TheANA then contacted the Ameri-
can Explosive Ordnance Disposal, which
safely removed the mine.

The culmination of the ANA training,
wastheremoval of alarge cache of ammuni-
tion in the possession of Muhammad Ali,
governor of the Paktiki Province, Jan. 22.
Planned and executed by the 3¢ BANA, the
mission went without a problem, and the
cache was destroyed outside Ali’'s com-
pound.

TheBANA iscurrently awaiting orders
in Kabul before integrating with coalition
forces throughout the country.

RED CROSS, from Page 1

The Red Cross here provides videos to check out, paper,

and they trust the Red Cross name on the message. They
know our messages don’t get sent unless they’re verified.”

The emergency communication isthe most important rea-
son the Red Cross deploys with soldiers, but they have an-
other mission.

“We help the moral e of the servicemembers. Our job isto
make a better quality of life for them,” said Baize. “We bring
some of home to the servicemembers.”

envelopes, books and even some snack foods like popcorn.

Everything the Red Cross provides is free to all
servicemembers. All items are donated from communitiesin
the United States and other Red Cross offices.

The Red Cross is located in the Joint Personnel Readi-
ness Center and is always open.

“We have thingsfor the servicemembersto do aside from
them sitting around doing nothing,” said Baize. “We help
them to forget for a second how far from home they are.”




By Sgt. Valerie Dey-Bolejack
109™ Mobile Public Affairs
Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan —
All along Disney Drive, power
polesare going up and high volt-
agepower linesare being strung.
The project is bringing power
from the old Russian power plant
through the base to the contract-
ing office near the front gate.

There are many electricians
inthe Army who provide avari-
ety of important services, day in
and day out. But there is only
one unit that works the high-
voltage overhead lines. The 249"
Engineer Battalion, areserveunit
based at Attleboro, Mass. has
two small detachments with
overhead power distribution and
transmission specialists, the
only onesin the Army.

These two detachments
have only 18 membersand nine
volunteershave cometo Bagram
to install the power poles and
string the wires needed to estab-
lishthemaintrunk linefor Prime
Power. Now the base el ectricians
can tap into the lines to extend
the power to wherever it may be
needed.

When they arrived two
months ago, waiting for them
wereamap and 130 cement power
poles. Now there are only about
10 eft to set.

Cement power poles were a
new project for this unit; they
had only worked with wood
poles before. A wood pole
weighs about 800 pounds; a ce-
ment pole weighs 3,000. Also,
they candrill into awood poleto
place the arms for wires but ce-
ment polesrequired awhole new
method. Soit wasalearning ex-
perienceaswell.

The unit had some trouble

with usinglocal materialsthat are
produced to different standards
and they had to make adjust-
mentsto fititinwith the Ameri-
can products they brought with
them, said Chief Warrant Officer
2 Jim Prescourt, A Company
commander.

Their two-bucket digger
trucks are specialized civilian
vehicles and flew with them on
thetrip over. Thefirst hurdle pre-
paring for this deployment was
toactualy getanair certification
for their trucks. The trucks had
never flown before. They had
always been transported by
ship.

The 249" are not activated
for standard deployments but for
mission-orientated deployments.
Oncethepolesareinstalled and
the wire is bearing an electrical
load, their job hereis done. Un-
like most units, there is no one
toreplacethem. With the comple-
tion of their missions, they goto
another project at another base,
or arereleased back to homeun-
til the next mission or emergency

“It was avery good mission
for the younger guys, they have
learned alot, they have grown a
lot,” Prescourt said.

Chief Warrant Officer 2 Don
McRae, B Company commander
agreed.

“It'sagood training mission
for younger kids; some don’t do
this in the civilian sector,” he
said.

Theunit hasbeen all over the
world bringing power to those
in need.

They have been to Korea,
Egypt and recently spent an an-
nual training installing power
polesand lightsfor the U.S. Bor-
der Patrol inArizona. Oneof their
future projects is to go to Eu-
reka, Calif. to provideelectricity
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Reservists walk Bagram s high wires

Photo by Sgt. Valerie Dey-Bolejack, 109" Mobile Public Affairs Detachment
Sgt. Henry “ Ace” Ventura, alineman with the 249" stringswire.

to a Native American tribe that
has no power or water. Their
peacetime mission alsoincludes
hel ping restore power after natu-
ral disasters.

Because the Army only has
18 members in the career field,
they attend school with the Air
Force at Sheppard Air Force
Base, Texas.

Duringtheir timeoff here, the
team visited the Charikar orphan-
age. They worked to bring in
supplies for the orphanage roof
and have received 75 sleeping
bags from home to give to the
children.

A recent addition to the unit,
Sgt. Scott Gervasio, explained
that the 249" are good guys and
it's a tight unit. His recruiter
brought him in to meet the unit
for aweekend drill beforeheen-
listed. After seeing the unit in
action, he joined the Army Re-
Serves.

“1 wouldn’t have joined the
unit, | wouldn’t have joined the
Army, without the camaraderie
of this unit. We do everything
together,” he said.

Gervasio definitely thinksthe
unit has*leftamark” during their
timeinBagram.
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Leafs need help for the playoffs

TORONTO — Thereaction wassilence.

Silence, representing boredom.

Infact, it generally wasso quiet
intheAir CanadaCentrein thefirst
period of a stultifying Avalanche-
Maple L eafs game over the week-
end, you could hear the holders of
Rob Blake's 10 tickets cheering
each time hetouched the puck — a
stark contrast to the more wide-
spread treatment the Ontario-born
Colorado defenseman getswhen he
playsin LosAngeles.

And this was last Saturday
night. Hockey Night in Canada.
Leafs vs. a showcase opponent.
Ticketsgoing for apremium on Bay
Street, adjacent to the arena— at |east until the faceoff approached
and the sellers panicked. The studio audience, so to speak, wasfirst
bored, then disgusted, especially after Colorado — with Peter
Forsberg back at center and taking command in Joe Sakic's absence
— woke up enough to make the game allittle better than dreadful.

And the Leafs?

WEell, for one thing, Pat Quinn hits 60 years old Wednesday,

Ed Belfour has had his hands
full asthe Leafsstruggleto score.

-~
& 2002 National Hockey
'S = League standings

Eastern Conference \Western Conference
Atlantic Central

(2) New Jersey 49 pts (3) St. Louis 52 pts
(4) Philadelphia 50 pts (4) Detroit 51 pts
(8)N.Y. Islanders 50 pts (7) Chicago 51 pts
Pittsburgh 51 pts Nashville 51 pts
N.Y. Rangers 54 pts Columbus 51 pts
Northeast Northwest

(1) Ottawa 51 pts (2)Vancouver 51 pts
(5) Boston 50 pts (5)Minnesota 51 pts
(6) Toronto 51 pts (6) Edmonton 50 pts
(7) Montreal 52 pts (8) Colorado 49 pts
Buffalo 49 pts Calgary 51 pts
Southeast Pacific

(3)Washington 52 pts (1) Dallas 52 pts
Florida 51 pts Anaheim 49 pts
Tampa Bay 51 pts Phoenix 51 pts
Carolina 52 pts San Jose 50 pts
Atlanta 50 pts LosAngeles 51 pts

Coalition Sports Zone

(Compiled from ESPN.com)

when the Maple L eafsfacethe Hurricanesin Raleigh, in arematch of
last year’s Eastern Conferencefinals.

“1 feel terrificand | guess| am happy | am ontheright side of the
grass,” Quinn said to the mediain asardonic moment after that 3-0
loss to Colorado on Saturday night. “1t’s just another year passing

by.”

Red Wings limited to 16 shots on goal

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. — Brett Hull wasdenied by godie
Martin Brodeur as he searched for goal No. 700 in the second pe-
riod.

The Detroit forward thinks the officials got him and the Red
Wingsin thethird.

Scott Niedermayer scored 3:36 into thefinal period, 38 seconds
after the Red Wings were whistled for too many men on the ice.
That call led to the only goal inthe New Jersey Devils' 1-0 victory
Tuesday night.

Luc Robitaille played the puck while Darren McCarty had one
foot on the ice and one in the bench.

“That wastheworst call I’ ve ever seenin my wholelife. What a
terribleway toloseagame,” Hull said. “It’sjust afarce. They don’t
know what they’ re doing out there. They crack down on obstruc-
tion, sowe' regoing to call too many men ontheicein that situation,
a0-0Ogame. It'sunbelievable.”

“Do you think they make these in bifocal?”

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com

By Kevin Kilgore
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