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RUNWAY

One of the 82nd Airborne Division’s specialties is airfield seizures, but what happens when the airfield is damaged beyond usability?

 That is where the engineers of the 618th Engineer Company, 307 Engineer Battalion, 82nd Airborne Division brings its expertise in to play.

Coalition forces took over the airfield at Forward Operation Base Ridgeway and had an airfield left nearly, completely unusable from bombing.

According to 1st Lt. Betsy A. Hove, 2nd Platoon Leader with the 618th, the Division did not want to repair the runways for use, but the 618th were adamant about getting it repaired.  “We can do it,” she said.  “Whatever the conditions, we can fix the problem in an expedient manner.”

The first thing done was an airfield assessment, Hove continued.  The dimensions were measured and a survey team went out and plotted the craters to be repaired.  Aerial photographs were also taken to get a better over all sense of the upcoming job.

To land an aircraft such as a C-130 there must be a minimum of 4,100 feet of operating strip, said Hove.

“In six days we repaired eight craters ranging from 15 to 60 feet in diameter and up to 15 feet deep,” noted Hove.  We refurbished 9,300 feet of runway on strip number one.

The second runway is still under construction but when complete will be more than 13,000 feet long, Hove continued.  The number two runway has 11 craters to be patched but when the final phase is complete, it will include a turn around for planes allowing the airport to sustain continuous traffic.

The first traffic to visit the airfield was helicopters from the 82nd’s Aviation Brigade.  The 618th went to work as soon as they hit the ground, Hove noted.

The first job to do was clear the taxiways of foreign objects and debris, Hove continued.  This allowed the helicopters to land safely.  The next step is to control the dust they kick up when taking off and landing.

The next air traffic to visit the airfield was a C-23 Sherpa.  According to Hove, the small plane was the first to land at the airfield in more than 15 years. 

“The people made it happen out there busting their butts 14 and 16 hours a day,” said the 618th first sergeant, Bernard A. Westover, Jr.  The support from 890th Combat Heavy Engineer Battalion, a National Guard unit from Mississippi was a huge help.  “That kind of teamwork is something is something you can’t practice back home.”

