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SALM

AL FALLUJAH, Iraq—As the locals read about the capture of Saddam Hussein in flyers, chants of “Saddam Donkey” echoed through the damp, mid-morning streets of the city.  Nearby, children followed along for blocks during the cold and rainy operation, tugging on soldiers’ arms and clothing, desperately trying to get a thumbs-up or even a high-five from one of the many soldiers walking the streets that day.  The people were happy to hear the news about Saddam and especially happy to see the troops, continuing to make their city safer.   

The flyers were passed out by Staff Sgt. Alex Piotrowski during Operation Salm, which was conducted by the 82nd Airborne Division’s 3rd Brigade Combat Team Dec. 23, in Fallujah.  


Platoons from Company A ‘Attack’ Company, 1st Bn., 32nd Infantry, 10th Mountain Division, put in 20 miles, maneuvering by foot through the city blocks.  Meanwhile, paratroopers from 1st Bn., 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, and soldiers from the 1st Infantry Division set up traffic control points with Humvees and Bradley Fighting Vehicles.


“Everyone had an important job,” said Capt. Scott Kirkpatrick, commander, Co. A, 1st Bn., 32nd Inf.  “It was one big team effort, and we have to be a team to succeed in an environment such as Fallujah.”
Fallujah is known for its resistance against U.S. and Coalition Forces.  The city lies in the heart of the so called “Sunni Triangle,” an area that was left almost untouched and unaffected by U.S. soldiers during Operation Desert Storm and during the early phases of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  

For many in the area, it is not uncommon to see soldiers from a distance or see them drive by in military vehicles.  However, most of the people have never seen an American soldier walking the streets until now.  Many soldiers believe the reason for the city’s initial behavior towards occupying troops is because of its’ lack of understanding of why the troops are here in the first place.  

“I guarantee that this operation is one of the first times many of the people in Fallujah, especially the children, have ever seen an American soldier,” Kirkpatrick said.  “They’ve got to know that we’re here to help the people make their streets safer.”

To accomplish this, the Brigade’s intent for Operation Salm was to leave a paralyzing effect on anti-Coalition forces by creating an overwhelming coalition presence in the city.  From 5:30 a.m. until 
3 p.m., soldiers filled the streets. 

“At any one time, we had 650 to 700 soldiers on the streets conducting raids and searching vehicles,” said Lt. Col. Brian Drinkwine, commander, 1st Battalion, 505 PIR. 

According to Drinkwine, during the 9 ½ hour operation, the troops searched 380 homes.  This led to the detainment of twelve anti-Coalition personnel and the confiscation of a cache of weapons which included AK-47s with magazines and munitions, Rocket Propelled Grenade launchers with rounds, Improvised Explosive Devices, hand grenades, pistols, rifles, flare guns and armor piercing AK-47 rounds.

At the traffic control points, hundreds of vehicles were searched.  This enabled the troops to distribute pro-coalition hand bills and flyers and information concerning the Iraqi Civil Defense Corps and Iraqi Police recruitment.

The troops accomplished all of this in broad daylight.  This is unusual when compared to their previous search missions in and around the city.  

“It is important for us to vary our tactics,” Drinkwine said.  “The last thing we want is to be predictable.  Either we evolve just as the enemy does, or we become ineffective.”

The effectiveness of this operation and the soldiers’ willingness to walk the dangerous streets of Fallujah has introduced a newfound rapport among the local citizens.  

“Now, there is a definite sense that we are here to help,” Drinkwine said.  “With the increased street operations and interaction among the local populace, more Fallujhans may view us not just as Americans, but as people with a sense of purpose—to rebuild Iraq into a free, democratic nation.”
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The soldiers of Company A, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry, 10th Mountain Division, walk pass an Iraqi man herding his sheep Dec. 23 during Operation Salm in Fallujah.
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