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Sgt. Danny Martin

350th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

FORWARD OPERATING BASE RIDGWAY, Iraq—The low crackle of a microphone raises the attention of over 600 soldiers as a voice declares, “I give to you the First Ladies of Football!”


As a Valentine’s gift to the soldiers at FOB Ridgway, and on behalf of Armed Forces Entertainment, 14 members of the Washington Redskins cheerleading squad performed a two-hour variety show filled with singing, dancing and even flaming baton twirling.


In their whirlwind tour of Iraq, the group performed their routines for thousands of soldiers, adding to their reputation for touring more than any other group of its type.


“All the ladies here volunteered for the tour,” said choreographer Donald Wells, who has been with the tour since its beginning five years ago.


The group has been all over the world entertaining troops.


“I’ve been to both Pakistan and Afghanistan, and now Iraq and Kuwait for the troops,” said Shelly Finern, a veteran of the cheerleading squad. “We’re here to support the troops and to show that they aren’t forgotten.”


The show involved more than just the dancers. Audience participation was mandatory. One of the entertainers got on soldiers’ backs and had them in a push-up contest. Two other soldiers plucked from the crowd were taught to hula dance. After a song by one of the women, she asked for and got a soldier to serenade her.


After the show, a line of soldiers nearly half the length of a football field formed in an attempt to get an autograph and photo with the cheerleaders. 


“I haven’t seen them turn down a single soldier for an autograph or picture,” said one soldier assigned to a security detail for the group. “They have been great.”

According to many of the cheerleaders, being here has put everything the soldiers are going through into perspective.


“It’s more scary being over here rather than seeing it on the news,” said Erin Pauling, one of the cheerleaders with the group.

Many of the cheerleaders are part of military families and have an understanding what the soldiers and families are going through during a deployment.


“We feel like we’re just doing our part,” said Pauling. “The least we can do is help boost morale.”

(Sgt. Danny Martin is a member of the 350th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment, a reserve unit from Indianapolis, Ind. He is currently deployed to southwest Asia with the 82nd Airborne Division in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.)
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Cheer 2.jpg—Hundreds of soldiers look on as the pom-pom wielding cheerleaders dance the night away on Valentines Day.

