MEDEVAC AWARD

Sgt. Joe Healy
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AL ASAD, Iraq – Selfless service and personal courage are two of the Army’s core values.  In early May, Spc. Wilder L. Morey, a Blackhawk repairman assigned to the 571st Medical Company (Air Ambulance), 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, demonstrated both values as he worked feverishly to save the lives of other soldiers while risking his own.


On the afternoon of May 9, Morey’s MEDEVAC team got an urgent request to evacuate an 11 year-old Iraqi boy who had fallen victim to a land mine explosion near Samarra, Iraq.  Two aircraft were dispatched - one of which was Morey’s. 

 Morey’s aircraft landed at the scene and he quickly provided security while a medic attended to the boy.  While providing security, Morey witnessed the second aircraft nose-dive toward the ground and disappear behind several buildings.


The aircraft’s rotor blade had struck a cable wire and crashed in the Tigris River.   Morey, Sgt. Robert Williams and Sgt. Steve Cramer both crewmembers of Morey, jumped into the river to rescue the crew.


Morey found one soldier trapped in a helicopter seat underneath the water’s surface. Working quickly, Morey tried to free the soldier by diving underneath the water’s surface and cutting the safety belt strap. While Morey was working, Williams and Cramer were able to remove another soldier from the aircraft, but he needed urgent medical attention. Morey was determined to stay with the trapped soldier, while Cramer and Williams evacuated the other to nearby medical facilities.


 As Morey continued to dive under water to save “his” soldier, he heard gunshots and quickly realized it was enemy contact.  Alone, Morey continued to dive and was able to free the soldier.  Morey administered CPR to the soldier while under heavy gunfire. Unfortunately, the soldier did not survive.  However, the evacuated soldier made a full recovery. 


“Morey’s selfless action and obvious willingness to risk his own life confirm his dedication to the unit,” said Maj. William P. LaChance, commander of the 571st.  “He thrives in a high intensity environment.  The more challenging the task, the better he performs.”


 For this act of courage, Morey will be named the 2003 MEDEVAC Crewmember of the Year in San Antonio, Texas, Feb. 21. 


Morey, a soft-spoken Midwesterner from Warroad, Minn. is more concerned about doing his job than going to San Antonio.


“I’ve never been to Texas and it’ll be fun, but I’ve still got work to do here,” said Morey, as he conducted a pre-flight inspection getting ready for the next mission.
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Spc. Wilder Morey, a Blackhawk repairman with the 571st Medical Company, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment performs a pre-flight inspection prior to takeoff.  Morey was awarded the Army's 2003 Medevac Crewmember of the Year.  The award ceremony will be held in San Antonio, Texas next February.

