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FALLUJAH, Iraq—After major military operations ended, Coalition forces shifted much of their focus toward humanitarian aid and the rebuilding of Iraq’s infrastructure.  The 3rd Brigade of the 82nd Airborne Division and the 423rd Civil Affairs Battalion are working in the Fallujah area to reestablish commerce. Economic vitality is a major segment of the infrastructure.


One of the larger projects in the economic rebuilding has been the repair of electrical connections to local factories and businesses.  Last week one of Fallujah’s largest employers, a brick factory just outside the city, received two generators to power two brick presses.  


Civil Affairs teams are currently working to organize the connection of the generators to the factory’s power grid.  Once both presses are wired into the generators, approximately 500 jobs will be created and available for the citizens of Fallujah.  The factory currently employs about 200 people.  Present employees operate the one brick press and perform grounds maintenance as well as handle all the paperwork for the factory.   


Army officials are hoping that the increase in production of bricks will improve the speed which Coalition forces can rebuild local businesses.  Coalition forces are also hoping the factory’s director is correct in assuming 500 new jobs will play a major part in reducing the amount of violence directed toward soldiers.


According to Jabar Yunies, the manager of the factory, the decline in the number of jobs in the area has been the cause of frustration for many now unemployed citizens.

“I think that the citizens of Fallujah will be very happy by the reopening of the section of the factory,” said Yunies.  “I also believe creating new jobs in the area may decrease the amount of violence aimed toward Coalition forces.”

Coalition f orces are planning to host a ribbon cutting ceremony once the generators and brick presses are fully functional.  The ceremony will not only serve as a christening of the two generators, but as a celebration in honor of the creation of 500 new jobs for local citizens.

