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WALKER


At a time when women’s lives were often as constrained as the corsets they wore, Dr. Mary E. Walker was an exception. She became one the nation’s first female physicians, then overcame great resistance to become a battlefield surgeon during the Civil War. For her patriotism, loyalty and selfless-service, Walker became the only woman in United States history to receive the Medal of Honor.


For demonstrating those same traits in service to the 82nd Airborne Division, 38 division spouses received the Dr. Mary E. Walker Award for military community service during a ceremony in the Hall of Heroes July 13.


The women were honored for the work they did as members of the division’s Family Readiness Groups, including creating family alert rosters, organizing fundraisers such as bake sales and ribbon sales, making holiday baskets for soldiers deployed overseas, and in general supporting the soldiers of the 82nd and their families.


Gen. William B. Caldwell, commander of the 82nd Airborne Division, and Command Sgt. Maj. Wolf Amacker presented each of the winners with a certificate and flowers during the ceremony. Caldwell also gave a speech expressing his deep appreciation for their hard work.


“These women exemplify patriotism, loyalty and volunteerism. They make huge sacrifices and don’t expect anything in return,” Caldwell said.


“As soldiers, we make sacrifices because we love our jobs. These women make sacrifices because they love us,” he added.


Several winners said that long deployments to Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom have placed an added burden on military families that makes the recognition of the Walker Awards especially important.

Heather Ward, who was honored for her work as an FRG leader, said she experienced some trying times during her husband’s year-long deployment to Iraq with the 2nd Battalion, 319th Airborne Field Artillery Regiment.

“There were some days where I really felt like I was fighting my own war here at home, so this (award) is a great recognition. I’m very proud and very humbled,” she said. 

At the same time, many of the women modestly downplayed the significance of winning the award, as if embarrassed by all the attention.

“Awards are nice, but no one does it for the recognition,” said Jennifer Cook, of the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment’s FRG. “We do it for our husbands and families.”

Nevertheless, Command Sgt. Maj. Amacker wanted the women to know how much they were appreciated. After all the awards had been given out, he took to the stage to offer a few words of praise.

“You deserve so much for what you’ve done,” he said to the winners, “but most of you don’t want anything in return, and that’s what makes you so special.”

