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CHANGE

Every 82nd Airborne Division unit, such as infantry, support and medics depend on the division’s aviation brigade during war. The brigade provides aircraft firepower in firefights for the infantry and transports supplies between different military elements in a combat environment. It also provides the 82nd with intelligence information gathered from aircraft surveillance and helps medics by evacuating injured Soldiers to safe zones.

To ensure that 82nd aviation Soldiers perform these duties to their maximum potential, the 82nd Abn. Div. Aviation Brigade is scheduled to transform by 2006, said Col. Perry L. Wiggins, brigade commander.

“Aviation organizations will become more multi-functional in divisions by the end of the transformation process,” said Wiggins.

For example, the 82nd Avn. Bde. is scheduled to receive new aircraft in addition to the OH-58D Kiowa Warriors and Blackhawk helicopters it already has. AH-64 Apaches and CH-47 Chinooks will be assigned to the 82nd.  Presently, the 82nd has to request Apache and Chinook assistance from higher headquarters if they are needed during combat.


“The reason it is important we bring these aircraft capabilities to division is that they will provide a greater lethality by providing greater firepower and movement of supplies (and troops) in combat,” Wiggins said. “Most importantly, these aircraft can help evacuate casualties and increase the survival rates of injured Soldiers.”   


 Approximately 600 to 700 more Soldiers may also be assigned to the 82nd Avn. Bde. during the transformation. Their Military Occupational Specialties will be geared toward piloting and maintaining the new aircraft. The brigade is also hoping to add two battalions to its three-battalion structure to accommodate the Soldiers, said Wiggins.


Most of the new soldiers should be coming from elements of the 229th and 159th Aviation Regiments, XVIII Airborne Corps, Wiggins added.


Another reason that the new aircraft is an important addition to the 82nd is that it will allow other units in division, such as the infantry, to train more with the aircraft at Fort Bragg instead of learning to fight with them in combat, said Lt. Col. Mark A. Moser, deputy commander and apache pilot, 82nd Abn. Div. Avn. Bde.


Training will be a joint-effort throughout the 82nd, he added.


“This allows us the opportunity to train as we fight,” Wiggins said. “It will give Soldiers familiarly with the aircraft and crew in training operations. If we adjust our training to include these aircraft, it will install confidence in the soldiers and crews that these operations will work in combat.” 


82nd Soldiers will also learn lessons from the new training capability and adjust their training as necessary for increased success in the battlefield, Moser said.

New equipment is not the only change coming to the 82nd Avn. Bde., according to Wiggins. The brigade is planning to assign a group of aviation Soldiers to each 82nd infantry brigade to keep strong coordination between the infantry and aviation assets in Division.

Another change the brigade may have is the assignment of forward support sections to each aviation battalion.

The forward support sections would give the brigade the ability to provide fuel and ammunition at battalion level.

Although all the aviation brigade transformations seem they will go well, there could be challenges, Wiggins said.

The biggest challenge is to make sure Soldiers joining the 82nd experience a smoothe transition, he added.

“We need to make sure our staff is sensitive to the fact that there will always be anxiety with change and (leaders) need to be able to give Soldiers support and direction,” he said.

Despite the change, Soldiers coming from XVIII Abn. Corps to the 82nd seem to be happy about it, he added.

“It is refreshing in the transformation process to know that Soldiers are looking forward to coming to the 82nd,” Wiggins said.

In the end, the transformation will be well worth it, he added.

“When the transformation is all over, the 82nd Avn. Bde. will add to the lethality of the 82nd’s mission,” Wiggins said. “It will make us a better Army and help us win our nation’s wars.” 

