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Paratroopers of the 3rd Battalion, 4th Air Defense Artillery Regiment (Airborne) took time out from throwing stinger missiles and .50 caliber bullets at enemy aircraft to hone their grenade throwing skills during a live-fire and grenade qualification course Thursday.


The incorporation of basic soldiering skills has become more common for the Paratroopers of 3rd Bn. in the recent months as their leaders aim to prepare their troops for any threat they may face in today’s war on terror, whether it is an airborne threat or a direct enemy engagement.


“We have been on a training split with two weeks of a month on job skills, and two weeks with basic Soldier skills,” said Staff Sgt. William Taylor, a squad leader with Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 3rd Bn., 4th ADAR.


The focus for more basic combat skills training came after the past year’s deployments to Iraq placed the soldiers in a combat zone without an airborne threat, but with the essential missions of running traffic control points, convoys and security operations.


“We worked a traffic control point at Forward Operating Base Ridgeway in Iraq dealing with thousands of civilians each day, and grenades were a threat,” Taylor said.


Spc. Doug Kranz, an Avenger crewmember with B Battery, 3rd Bn., 4th ADAR, said that training for close quarters combat is invaluable to any Soldier in the Army regardless of the job specialty.


“This type of training makes us more effective if we find ourselves in a situation that we may have thought we would never have to face in combat,” said Kranz.


“The training was excellent, this is exactly the type of stuff we need to be doing,” said Kranz of the grenade range.  “When it comes down to it we all might have to be infantry.”


In the future, Kranz hopes to get more infantry-focused training, including weapons ranges, field exercises and urban combat training.


That is exactly what the troops of 3rd Bn. have in store for them, according to 1st Lt. Jonathan Berliner, platoon leader of HHB’s early warning platoon.  The early warning platoon operates the battalion’s air defense radar systems.


“Our next field training exercise will focus on normal crew drills, but also nonstandard missions such as assaulting an objective, crossing water and convoy procedures through hostile areas,” said Berliner.


Berliner says that he and his fellow leaders’ mission is to make sure that the training is worthwhile to his soldiers.


“Whether or not I go (on another deployment), we all want those that do go to be prepared,” said Berliner.


“Our mission today was accomplished,” said Berliner.  “The noncommissioned officers have done a superb job making it a demanding, useful and appropriate course for any military occupational specialty.”
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