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RANGER


During his early years as a Ranger, awards and honors were the last thing on Col. Kurt Fuller’s mind. 

 “I was just hanging on, trying to survive,” he said. 

But over the course of almost 25 years of service in the Army, Fuller, now the commander of the 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, not only survived, he prospered, and the awards and honors came anyway. 

Fuller’s most recent award came on July 8 when he was named a Distinguished Member of the Regiment, Class of 2004, by the 75th Ranger Regiment during a ceremony at Fort Benning, Ga.


The 75th Ranger Regiment began naming Distinguished and Honorary Members of the Regiment in 1989 as a way of recognizing those who have served the Ranger Regiment with excellence and distinction. 


Individuals inducted as Distinguished Members of the Regiment must be active-duty soldiers who have served in the 75th Ranger Regiment. They must have brought honor to the regiment by their actions and helped to maintain its espirit de corps by their example over the course of their military careers. This year there were 12 inductees.


“This year’s inductees are extraordinary in their professional excellence, selfless sacrifice and their service to the Ranger Regiment, our Army, and the nation. They are an eclectic group of extremely talented individuals,” said Col. Craig Nixon, Commander of the Regiment, during his speech at the ceremony. 

Col. Fuller was the first member to be honored. He earned his Ranger tab 23 years ago, before there was an actual Ranger Regiment to be inducted into. Over the course of his career, he served in virtually every American military operation of the last quarter-century, including Operation Urgent Fury, Operation Just Cause, Operation Desert Storm, Operation Uphold Democracy, Operation Joint Guardian and Operation Iraqi Freedom. Along the way, he accumulated many awards and decorations, including the Bronze Star and Purple Heart.  


Fuller is proud of all his years as a Ranger, he said. Even in the beginning, he knew the Rangers were something special.

“We just knew we were in a really good unit. It was tough and demanding, and we had a lot of pride,” he said.  

The Ranger Regiment was meant to be an elite unit that would set a new, higher standard for the rest of the Army.  The performance of U.S. Army Rangers over the years has shown the wisdom of that idea, Fuller said. 

“The Rangers are probably the single most important and successful initiative the Army has started over the last 30 years,” he said, “and the Ranger tab is a symbol of excellence no matter what branch of service you’re in.”

The influence of the Rangers is everywhere in the Army, Fuller said.

“Today, every soldier in the Army has a black beret, a ‘high and tight’ haircut and walks around saying ‘Hooah!’ Those are all things that were started by the Rangers,” he said.

As the Army has risen to meet the Rangers’ standard, no unit has risen faster or higher than the 82nd Airborne Division, Fuller said. 

“I think the soldiers we’ve got in the Army now are the best we’ve ever had in our history, and these paratroopers are still a cut above them,” he said. 

According to Fuller, the Ranger Regiment and the 82nd share many of the same values. Their emphasis on detail and discipline sets them apart from other units and accounts for the close relationship they’ve always had with each other, he said.

As honored and humbled as he is by the Ranger Regiment’s recognition, all he has to do to put his career into perspective is look out his office window at the paratroopers outside, Fuller said.

 “What keeps old dinosaurs like me going are those young soldiers out there,” he said. “All leaders do every day is prepare the next generation to take over, and when you see a guy who was a private and is now a sergeant major, you can’t help but be proud.”
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