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When injured soldiers return from combat to the U.S. and arrive at Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Virginia, they are often empty handed, baring only their injuries and clothes on their backs.


To remedy this problem, soldiers and employees from Robinson Health Clinic and Womack Army Medical Center are holding a clothing drive until Jan. 22 geared toward supplying these injured soldiers with items they may need during their stay at Walter Reed.


“We wanted to do something for the soldiers returning from combat,” said Staff Sgt. Melinda Sanders, physical therapist soldier, Bravo co., Womack Army Medical Center.

“It is hard enough to be deployed away from your family and important to have some types of comforts.” 


Sanders, who helped organize the clothing drive and will deliver the items to Walter Reed later this month, said that the hospital is asking for clothes, such as zip-up sweaters, shower shoes, sweat pants, T-shirts, shorts, socks and backpacks because they are easy for soldiers to put on.


The hospital is not requesting hygiene items.


According to Sanders, it is extremely important to take part in the clothing drive.


“It is important that we (soldiers and Americans) show support,” Sanders said. 

“Part of me feels like I owe this to the soldiers,” she added. “ Their lives have been changed forever. This is one way I can show my appreciation for their service in the military.”


Drop-off sites for the clothing are located at the physical therapy offices in Robinson Health Clinic and Womack Army Medical Center. For more information, soldiers and civilians may contact the Robinson Health Clinic physical therapy unit at 907-9477.

