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VOLUNTEERS


Volunteers and Family Readiness Group members were honored for their past year’s support and selfless service to the 82nd Airborne Division community during the annual Volunteer Recognition Ceremony May 6 at the Division patio.


Approximately 350 FRG members from across the Division were praised for their outstanding efforts, said Gale H. Rowe, wife of Brig. Gen. Richard Rowe, Assistant Division Commander of Operations.


“These volunteers have made a huge impact on Fort Bragg,” said Brig. Gen. Rowe.  “They have put in thousands of hours volunteering on Fort Bragg to create a healthier Army family.”


Monthly FRG meetings, fundraising events and assisting families of fallen soldiers are just a few things these volunteers have donated their time toward.


“We don’t volunteer for the recognition,” said Starla Smith, 3rd Brigade FRG Advisor.  “We value the fact that our families are important to us, and to be recognized for that is nice.”

“I think the spouses really enjoy being recognized for their hard work,” Gale said, “especially during these times when they’ve been asked to do many challenging things, such as supporting each other’s families during the deployments.”


Tireless effort comes to her mind when Angela Eger, 2nd Brigade FRG member, thinks of the women she worked with during their paratrooper’s deployments. 


“It’s nice to know that the Army not only cares about the soldiers, but the volunteers as well,” Angela said.


Angela and her husband, Staff Sgt. Kristian Eger, infantryman, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, have been stationed at Fort Bragg for eight years.


Kristian says that during his recent deployment to Iraq he didn’t have to worry about a lot of things back home.  Financial and family issues were taken care of by his wife and FRG.


“I was able to totally concentrate on what I was doing in theatre,” Kristian said.


FRG wives’ efforts go beyond deployments.  Their selfless service to the paratroopers of the 82nd continues year round because of the dedication love they have for the soldiers, Smith said.


With this in mind, Smith said she encourages young wives to get involved with their husbands units.  


“Your husband spends a lot of time with his unit,” she said.  “You’ll get to see more of him and have a much better understanding of what he does if you get involved.” 
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photo caption

*DSC 0070—82nd Airborne Division Family Readiness Groups, such as the Command Staff FRG were honored May 6 at the Division Patio for their volunteer work in the 82nd community over the past year.

photo by: Sgt. Michael J. Carden, 82nd Airborne Division Public Affairs Office

_1145858523.bin

