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HOMECOMING


About 700 paratroopers from 3rd Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, and their families celebrated the battalion’s homecoming with a picnic at the Special Forces’ Association Clubhouse April 1.


The battalion deployed to Mahmudiyah, Iraq in August 2003 and began redeploying in mid-March, but many of the paratroopers have only been home a few days before the celebration. 


Pfc. Larry Lewis, infantryman, Company B., has only been home for a week.  He spent the day with his family and friends enjoying what he considers some of the finer things in life — beer and hamburgers sponsored by Tyson Food Inc and Miller Brewing.


“It’s great to be back,” Lewis said.  “We’re just having a good time, enjoying each others’ company.”


For Lt. Col. Pete Johnson, battalion commander, the highlight of the day was seeing his paratroopers, once again, out of harm’s way spending quality time with their families.


“Just watching all of the kids running around, playing with their moms and dads—it’s really special,” Johnson said.


1st Lt. Justin Ririe, mortar platoon leader, Headquarters and Headquarters Co., became reacquainted with his daughter, Hailey, 2, as she climbed up and down a jungle gym.    He says Hailey didn’t really know him at first, but the two of them have been spending quality time together, getting to know each other again.  


“I’ve been gone for so long,” Ririe said.  “Seeing how much she’s grown is indescribable.” Hailey was too young to climb when he deployed.


Ririe summed up the feelings of the paratroopers and their families by saying; “It’s fantastic to be back with my family.  To be able to come home and do stuff like this with them, with an event like this, is great.”


“The paratroopers who deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom deserve this homecoming and much more,” Johnson explained.  “We will never be able to repay them for their service.  Anytime we have the opportunity to somehow thank them and their families for the sacrifices and the service they’re providing to this nation is a job well done.” 
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*DSC 0082—Spc. Dirk Ditzler, administration personnel clerk, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment, throws a horseshoe during a picnic April 15 at the Special Forces' Association Clubhouse. 

photo by: Sgt. Michael J. Carden, 82nd Airborne Divison Public Affairs

*DSC 0072—Paratroopers from 3rd Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment, play horseshoes during the battalion's welcome home picnic April 15 at the Special Forces Association Clubhouse.
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*DSC 0071—Paratroopers from 3rd Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment, dined on beer, chicken and hamburgers during the battalion's homecoming picnic April 15 at the Special Forces Association Clubhouse.
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*DSC 0029—Sgt. Joshua Grant, infantryman, Company A, 3rd Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment, swings with his daughter Xeria, 2, for the first time in eight months at the battalion's homecoming picnic April 15 at the Special Forces Association Clubhouse.
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