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The 82nd Airborne Division Signal Battalion held an activation ceremony May 25 in the battalion area off Ardennes Street to insinuate their fifth company, D Company, into the unit.


The new company is geared toward providing communication ability, such as satellite, radio and computer networking to the division.


“D Co.is different because it has made A, B and C companies able to provide support to each of the 82nd’s three brigades,” said Capt. Terrence Purnell, the new company’s commander.   “The new company was needed so the (82nd Signal Battalion) could get more reliable information to the infantry brigades and battalions.” 


Spc. Dustin M. Escalon, guide-on bearer assigned to D Co., 82nd Signal Btn., agreed that the extra company and new organization of the battalion improved their mission of providing communication to division.


“The new company is a wonderful asset,” he said.


There are approximately 110 paratroopers in D Co. All of the company’s paratroopers were selected from other companies in the battalion. Their Military Occupational Specialties are focused toward communication skills, and they provide services, such as secure and unsecured computer networking.


According to Purnell, the new company illustrates the Army’s future.


“This new organization of the battalion marks the growth of the unit,” said Purnell. “It also shows how the Army signal community is transforming to support a division.”

