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Most people wouldn’t call running a dangerous, barbed-wire- covered obstacle course at top speed in full combat gear in the blazing sun “fun.” But then again, most people aren’t 82nd Airborne Division paratroopers.


The 82nd’s troopers showed once again why they’re the roughest, toughest soldiers in the world when teams from all over the division competed in the team assault obstacle course Monday and Tuesday as part of the All American Week festivities here. 


When the dust cleared Tuesday afternoon, the Gold Devils of the 3rd Battalion 325 Airborne Infantry Regiment had won the event by finishing the course the fastest with a time of just over 27 minutes, including penalty time.


No matter what their times were, all the teams finished strongly and finished together. Most participants seemed less worried about finishing fast than they were about having fun and testing themselves against the course’s physical challenges.


“It was a blast, it kicked our butts!” said Spc. Christopher Bush of the Charlie Company, 82nd Forward Support Battalion’s team. Bush’s enthusiasm wasn’t dented despite suffering a twisted ankle and numerous cuts and bruises on the course.


The assault course is designed to push the body’s limits of muscular strength and endurance. It features 16 obstacles over its ¼ mile length, including two low crawls, an inverted wall, and a rope climb. The most difficult obstacles, judged unscientifically by the number of times they were cursed and sworn at during the competition, were the rope climb and the “dirty name” log hurdle.


The course’s final obstacle is a 5’ hurdle. As each exhausted, mud-caked competitor flung himself over it, he was greeted by cheers and applause from teammates, friends, and family. 


The support definitely made a difference, said Sgt. Michael A. Murphy of the 3rd Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment’s team.


“When people come all the way out here to support you, that bumps up your motivation by about 20 percent,” Murphy said.


Pfc. Tobey Whitney of the 82nd FSB’s team was rooted on through every obstacle by his young son Jordan.


“He was my coach,” said Whitney.

Whitney’s team didn’t finish with the fastest time, but that didn’t matter, he said. 


“Spirit is more important than winning. Everyone put in their best effort and you gotta be proud of that,” Whitney said.


“The idea behind All American Week is teamwork, because we’re all airborne and we’re all a team.”
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