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QUILTS

RAEFORD, N.C.—Her husband is a retired Air Force master sergeant from Massachusetts.  He says they’ve flown an American flag from every home they’ve lived.  Her son is a retired 82nd Airborne Division paratrooper and her daughter is married to a retired Army sergeant major. 


Needless to say, 67 year-old Gloria Kelley is no stranger to the military.  Even though her family has finished its service in the military, she considers herself a proud member of the Fort Bragg family.  So, it was very important to Gloria that she devise a way to show the American soldiers how much she appreciated their efforts in the Global War on Terrorism.


“In my heart I’ve always been patriotic,” Kelley said. “I just never knew how to show it.”


So how does a retired pet shop owner show her support for the troopers who put them selves in harms way?  She quilts.


Kelley has been quilting for fifteen years, and was inspired to make quilts for soldiers after watching “The Homecoming”, a made-for-TV special that tells the story of three soldiers who returned from Iraq as paraplegics after being wounded during Operation Iraqi Freedom.  The documentary aired on CBS in December.  

Immediately, Kelley shared her idea with her close friend Selina Desjardins, a 36 year-old massage therapist who has been quilting for 30 years.  

Together, they began quilting American Flag motif lap quilts for injured soldiers who were being treated at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Silver Spring, MD.

In the upper-left corner some of the quilts read, “Standing Tall Patriots All”, “Let Freedom Ring” and “This Land is our Land”.  Others are decorated with a single star.  All of the quilts have a yellow ribbon pinned on them, which symbolizes hope for the troops to come home safe, Desjardins said.

“Each quilt takes about eight hours to make and is made with lots of love and respect,” Kelley said.

 “We do this to give (the soldiers) a small degree of comfort because we know how much they’ve suffered,” Kelley said.  “This is just our way of giving back to these soldiers who have sacrificed so much for us.”

In January, Kelley and Desjardins intended to have the quilts shipped to Walter Reed, but quickly changed their minds.  They decided to deliver the quilts in person.

Kelley and Desjardins packed up 50 quilts and made their first trip to Walter Reed Feb. 2.  Neither of the two women ever imagined it would be so difficult to handout a few quilts.  Neither of them expected the rollercoaster of emotions they would bear.

“When we visit the soldiers in their hospital rooms, a sensation of compassion and loves comes over me,” Kelley explained.  “But when I think of how the soldiers came to Walter Reed, I feel anger and sadness toward those who did this to them.”

When Kelley thinks back to her first visit, one particular soldier stands out in her mind.  He was an older soldier who was injured in Afghanistan.  At the time, he was being treated in intensive care.  Also, at the time, his son was deployed to Iraq, she said.

“He confided in us,” Kelley said.  “He told us how worried and concerned he was for his son.  He felt that his son was in a more dangerous place than he had been, and it just broke my heart to see the worry in his face.”

The six-hour drive home to Raeford from Walter Reed that evening was a quiet one for Kelley and Desjardins.  The overwhelming experience of their visit will be something they will never forget, they said.

 Nevertheless, Kelley and Desjardins remain dedicated to their efforts because they know the soldiers are dedicated to theirs.

“(Soldiers) are fighting in a foreign land, away from their families, simply for what they believe in,” Desjardins said.  “Fighting on the front lines and being injured in combat is something a person wouldn’t understand unless they experienced it first hand.”

Since that first visit, Kelley and Desjardins have made two more, personally delivering 100 quilts to the recovering soldiers of Walter Reed.  They plan to continue making quilts for them until the conflicts of the Global War on Terrorism have ended.

“Unfortunately, it is necessary for our soldiers to be fighting in the Global War on Terrorism,” Desjardins said.  “We just need to let them know they are appreciated for the sacrifices they have made for our country.”
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PHOTO CAPTIONS

*HANDS—Since January, these magic hands of Gloria Kelley have helped sew quilts for over 160 soldiers who are being treated or have been treated for combat injuries at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Silver Springs, MD. 
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*SEWING—Gloria Kelley (left) and Selina Desjardins (right) work on an American Flag motif quilt at Kelley's home in Raeford, N.C.  Kelley and Desjardins have given quilts to over 160 soldiers who sustained combat injuries in Iraq and Afghanistan.  
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