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April 25, 2003, began much like any other for the paratroopers of B Company, 3rd Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment while serving near the Afghan-Pakistan border at Forward Operating Base Shkin.  The company’s mission was to patrol the surrounding area for anti-Coalition fighters who were trying to pass through the borders and look for terrorists planning to rocket Shkin.  

But this day was different because before it ended the unit would be ambushed by approximately 20 enemy personnel.

Three paratroopers, Sgt. 1st Class John Setzer, Staff Sgt. Jonathan Ray and Spc. Eddie Comacho were awarded Silver Star Medals, the Army’s third highest award for bravery, May 27th on Devil Field for acts of gallantry during firefight. 

“It really is an honor to receive the third highest award there is,” said Ray, who now is out of the military and attends college in Texas. 

Earlier this year, Pfc. Jerod Dennis, who died in the firefight, was posthumously awarded the Silver Star Medal and Purple Heart. 


Airman 1st Class Raymond Losano, a tactical air command and control specialist assigned to Pope Air Force Base's 14th Air Support Operations Squadron, was also killed during the fighting.

Bronze Star Medals and Army Commendation Medals with valor devices were also awarded during the ceremony for various actions of 3rd Bn. paratroopers who served in Afghanistan and Iraq.

In addition to the medals, Combat Jump Devices were awarded to 70 paratroopers for a combat jump during a joint operation with special operations forces in Afghanistan.

Even though the awards ceremony was held to honor the achievements of the paratroopers who displayed valor and heroism during the war on terror, attendees took the time to make reflections upon the paratroopers who gave their lives in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

“I wish (PFC) Dennis was here,” said Comacho.  “I’m honored (to receive the medal,) but if I could trade it to have him back I would.”

