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FORT BRAGG, NC – An 82nd Airborne Division paratrooper was recently recognized by the Department of the Army for outstanding achievement while deployed during Operation Iraqi Freedom.


Staff Sgt. Troy Robinson, a paralegal assigned to the 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, was awarded the Sgt. Eric L. Coggins Award for Excellence during a ceremony held at the Judge Advocate General School in Charlottesville, Va. June 17.


“I felt pretty overwhelmed receiving the award,” said Robinson.  “I was just doing my job, like everybody else.”


According to the Cpt. Kelly Peterson, a spokeswoman for the Staff Judge Advocate, it’s the first time an 82nd Airborne Division paratrooper has won the award.  


Robinson, a jumpmaster,  was deployed with the Division’s 2nd Brigade in Baghdad from February 2003 to January 2004.  He was the senior paralegal non-commissioned officer in charge for seven battalions with an area of operations covering 100 km.


While deployed, Robinson and his fellow paratroopers organized a local trial counsel in Baghdad, built and manned a district courthouse in the Al Rasheed section of the city, and established a process to handle foreign claims by local citizens.


“We worked with local Iraqis on a daily basis setting up these various legal processes,” said Robinson.  “It made for a unique experience.” 


Robinson, a husband and father, emphasized the importance of personal character and honesty when working with people from another culture.


“We, my unit and I, viewed ourselves as representatives of the United States,” said Robinson.  “We treated the local citizens with dignity and respect.”


Robinson said he would try to put himself “in their shoes” when examining Iraqi foreign claims.


According to Robinson, The 325th AIR paid nearly $250,000 in claims while deployed.


The Croggins Award is a Department of the Army-level award thar recognizes the paralegal specialist or non-commissioned officer whose legal skills and soldier virtues emulate the attributes of Sgt. Coggins.


Coggins began his career as an airborne soldier at Fort Bragg. During the Gulf War, Coggins, with specialist rank, was the non-commissioned officer in charge of the Camp Doha legal office.  He volunteered for tank gunnery training and was selected as a gunner for a commander’s tank.  Shortly after leaving Kuwait, he was diagnosed with liver cancer.  He died at age 23.
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