LAND NAV

Sgt. Joe Healy

82nd Public Affairs Office

FORT BRAGG, N.C. – Paratroopers assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 325 Airborne Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division trained Monday and Tuesday for an all day navigation examination Wednesday.


The training schedule, which normally gives soldiers two weeks notice before the exam, was consolidated into two days, said Staff Sgt. Christopher Francis, a squad leader assigned to Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion, 325th AIR, 82nd ABN DIV.


In order to pass Wednesday’s test, the paratroopers must find four of five hidden targets during daylight hours, and three of five points at night.  All targets are hidden in the woods.


Francis, and his brigade recently returned to Fort Bragg from a nearly year long deployment in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.


“We are still training soldiers to our division standards, even though there is a little time crunch,” said Francis. 


Francis, a native of Anna, Ohio, said he’s taught land navigation to enlisted soldiers previously; however, this is the first time he’s reduced the training schedule to two days.

“We spent most of yesterday [Monday] plotting points, identifying terrain features and contour lines on a map,” said Francis.  “Advanced techniques such as intersection and resection of locations were introduced briefly.”

Francis said his three soldiers deserve credit for staying after hours Monday night studying.

“My guys stayed until 2000 hours studying and they prepared themselves,” said Francis.

For Pfc. Harry Weaver, a paratrooper assigned to Francis’ squad, the extra studying helped, but studying with a small group, four soldiers, allowed for individual attention.

“Getting individual attention on Monday was helpful,” said Weaver.  “It also made the classroom time go by fast.”

Weaver, a native of Hesperia, Mich., said he feels comfortable and confident about the examination.

“I grew up on a farm with 80 acres of woods,” said Weaver.  “I did a lot of hunting and fishing and feel good in the woods.”

Weaver, 19 years old, deployed for only two months during Operation Iraqi Freedom, but said he understands the importance of land navigation in a combat environment.

“Having a land navigation instructor, like Staff Sgt. Francis who’s navigated in Iraq is a great help,” Weaver said.

Francis said during the deployment sometimes he would be his platoon’s walking point man navigating the platoon during night combat operations.  

While in the Al- Samawa area, Francis’ platoon was attacked by enemy combatants.  Based on accurate land navigation, his platoon controlled the high ground and took away the enemy’s line-of-fire.

“Our land navigation was perfect and it helped our platoon during the attack,” said Francis.  “Hopefully I can pass my knowledge to these soldiers and that knowledge will help them during future deployments.”

