United States Army Warrant Officers Association

Fort Bragg “Silver” Chapter

P.O. Box 70626

Fort Bragg, North Carolina 28310-5000

1.  Call to Order.

    a.  The President, CW5 Dickens, called the monthly meeting of the Fort Bragg Chapter of the United States Army Warrant Officers Association to order, at 1700 hours on 3 January 2001.

    b.  All members and guests signed in and the rosters are maintained in the historical files.  The President asked for all visitors to stand. CW3(Ret) Paul Larkin was welcomed by the chapter.

    c.  No proxies were tended nor needed to have a quorum.

    d.  The National President, CW5 Meeks, led the Pledge of Allegiance.

    e.  The President asked for the names of any sick or distressed members or family members.  The chapter will send a “Get Well” card to WO1 Edwards who is recovering from a recent surgery.  The President then asked all the newly promoted Warrant Officers to stand.  The chapter congratulated Mr. Jones on his promotion to CW2.  

2.  Reports

    a.  The Secretary’s Report was read to the members by WO1 Williams-Johnson. CW3 Larry made a motion to accept the report with amendments and CW3 Martinez seconded the motion. Motion carried.

    b.  CW2 Magras read the Treasurer’s Report. A copy of the report is attached.  CW2 Helms made a motion to accept the report subject to audit and amendments. CW3 Larry seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

    c.  Ways and Means Report.  No Report

d. Awards Committee Report.  CW5 Morton read the

Awards Committee Report. The Warrant Officer of the Month for December was CW4 Harvey Jackson. 

    e.  Retiree Report.  No Report.  The secretary read a letter from Mr. Chambers, Chief Voluntary Service, Veteran’s Medical Center thanking the Chapter for decorating the Christmas tree. 

    f.  Mentorship Report.  CW5(Ret) Leggs read the report.

He began by stating that Warrant Officers are respected for their expertise and counted on to know the answers to the tough questions.  Therefore, each of the Warrant Officer career fields can be of benefit to all of us.  Especially, when looking for answers and gaining knowledge outside our particular specialty.  We should assist each other when needed and that includes our retired members.  CW5 Morton referred to the recent Paraglide News paper, which contains an article on one of our members, 

CW2 Bonds, as a perfect example of mentorship.  The article details Mr. Bonds’ tireless efforts while working with the Big Brother Association.  The President asked that PAO place a copy of the article in the Newsliner.

    g.  Memorabilia Committee Report.  WO1 Cox reported sales for the month of December totaled $ 76.00.  A copy of the report is attached. 

    h.  Membership Committee Report. CW4 Brown read the report.

The chapter currently has 291 members.  Together, CW3 Correa and CW4 Brown, have scheduled two Warrant Officer OPD sessions.  The first will be 7 February 2001, at the JFK auditorium for Aviators.  The session includes a guest speaker, a PERSCOM representative, a question and answer period, lunch, and finally a review of ORB’s and microfiche conducted by five CW5’s.  The second session will take place on 8 February, in the COSCOM area for technical Warrant Officers and the format will be basically the same.  Both sessions will start at 0900 hours.  CW5 Vigil suggested that the event be placed in the Paraglide.

    i.  Building Report. No report.  

    j.  Webmaster.  No report.

    k.  VA Liaison.  CW2 Silvestri attended the last VA meeting in which they discussed assisting the homeless and providing veteran’s family member with assistance.  Also, discussed was selling Vietnam Veterans Memorial coins to raise funds for the Veterans Memorial that will be placed in front of the Airborne Museum. The cost of each coin is $15.00.   

    l.  President’s Report.  The chapter President, CW5 Dickens, read the report. He announced the next Annual Meeting of Members would be 10 March 2001.  The chapter won the raffle to bag groceries on 5 May 2001.  We will have two lines and need at least 3 baggers per line.  Mr. Shaw is the point of contact at the South Post commissary. 

    He thanked the members for their support and reflected on the accomplishments of chapter over the last year. Some of which were a Spring Social, support of the Fort Bragg Army Ten Miler, Hot Dog Sale at the Grand Opening of the South Post commissary, Annual Golf tournament, Annual Warrant Officer Association Picnic, the 2000 Annual Meeting of Members in Florida, participation in the Veteran’s Day ceremony, parade, and Christmas tree decorating, acquired a building and is in the process of completing renovations, and significantly increased membership.  The chapter conducted OPD’s on Officer Promotion Boards, the IMPAC credit card, and Retiree Benefits and Health Care.  He recognized all members of the executive committee with Certificates of Appreciation.  He also thanked the Unicor representatives for manufacturing a new Warrant Officer insignia for display at all our meetings.  The old wooden insignia will be retired to the Warrant Officer Museum.

3.  Unfinished Business.  The President, CW5 Dickens, acknowledged CW4 Morris for establishing the chapter by-laws.  CW4 Bandy reviewed the proposed by-laws and made the following recommendations:  (1)  Establish a Finance/Budget committee for the purpose of conducting quarterly and annual audits (2)  Forecast all expenditures to include operating expenses and charitable contributions (3)  Bond officials, such as the secretary and the treasurer.  CW4 Morris commented that all recommendations were considered to be valid; therefore, added to the by-laws.  Concerns were raised as to whether the chapter had to identify specific charities to donate to in the by-laws and restrict our donations to just those.  CW4 Morris clarified that the intent is to establish procedures that allow the finance committee to forecast funds for the year based on historical expenditures.  Thus, enabling the chapter to plan fund raising events accordingly.  CW5 Vigil made a motion to accept the by-laws as written subject to amendments.  CW4 Jackson seconded the motion.  Motion carried with two abstentions.

    CW5 Hernandez, the Vice President thanked the members for their support.  He stated that he would continue to assist the chapter in every way.

    The new President, CW5(Ret) Roscoe Leggs, and the new Vice President, CW4 Martinez were sworn in by National President, CW5 Franklin Meeks.  CW5(Ret) Leggs talked to the chapter about his vision for the upcoming year. He emphasized that the chapter has always supported the community and will continue to do so.

    The Vice President, CW4 Martinez, thanked the chapter for an opportunity to serve.  He welcomed the current committee persons to continue in their positions but understood if they were unable to.  He also thanked CW5 Meeks for coming down to participate in the ceremony.

4.  New Business.  CW4 Bandy conducted and completed the annual audit of available treasurer reports and chapter checkbook.  He noted only minor discrepancies and recommended the chapter adapt a standard format for future reports.  In addition, he recommended that all new memberships be annotated on the report by name.  Lastly, ensure the President and Treasurer sign all reports.   All recommendations will be implemented.  The President has directed that a finance committee be formed to perform quarterly and annual audits.  CW4 Bandy will chair the committee.

    CW5 Meeks thanked the chapter for the invitation and opportunity to participate in the inauguration ceremony. He told the chapter that at the National level they are continuing to address the Warrant Officer pay discrepancy issue.

    CW2 Magras announced to the chapter that on 5 January 2001, there would be a Culinary Arts Display at the Officer Club.

Fort Bragg is the current Champion in the overall category.

5.  OPD.  None.  

6.  Closing ceremony.   The President, CW5(Ret) Leggs won the 50-50 raffle totaling $33.00.  All proceed were donated back to the chapter. A motion was made by CW5 Morton to adjourn the meeting.  CW4 Hernandez seconded the motion. Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1815 hours.
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