


As of 27 August 2003


A LETTER FROM THE 1SB CSM, CSM MORTENSON

1.  Welcome.  On behalf of the officers, NCOs, and soldiers of the 1st U.S. Army Support Battalion (1SB), congratulations on your assignment to the Multinational Force and Observers and the 1SB.  

2.  MFO Background.  The MFO was established as part of the Camp David Peace Accords.  Although the MFO is comprised of 11 nations, it is not a UN mission (a popular misconception).  Our mission is to monitor the peace between Israel and Egypt.  This is accomplished by constant patrolling of the Sinai and monitoring of activities from the checkpoints and observation points in the Sinai.  The actual patrolling is accomplished by members of the US Infantry Battalion (USBATT – normally a National Guard unit on a 6 month rotation), located in the Southern Sector and based at South Camp; the Columbian Infantry Battalion (COLBATT), located in Central Sector and based at North Camp; and the Fijian Infantry Battalion (FIJIBATT), located in the Northern Sector and based at North Camp.  The remaining nations (Italy, France, New Zealand, Australia, Canada, Hungary, Norway, and Uruguay) participate as part of the Force Commander’s staff and MFO special agencies.  1st U.S. Army Support Battalion is unique in that it provides split-based logistics, aviation, medical/dental, transportation, explosive ordnance disposal, and installation support to the Multinational Force and Observers in support of the peacekeeping mission.
3.  Location.  North Camp is located near El Gorah, Egypt, in the northeastern Sinai near the Egyptian/Israeli border.  You probably will not find El Gorah on any map.  It was called Eitam Airbase when the Israelis occupied the Sinai.  It is about 25 miles east of El Arish and 11 miles south of the Mediterranean Sea.  Cairo, Egypt is a five-hour drive and Tel Aviv, Israel is a 3-4 hour drive depending on traffic.  Our other camp, South Camp, is located near Sharm-El-Sheikh, at the southern most point of the Sinai on the Red Sea, approximately 250 miles from North Camp.

4.  Actions Upon Receipt of Orders.  Ensure that the orders state the following:  report to Fort Bragg for inprocessing; hold baggage must be sent through Tel Aviv; you are authorized to travel in civilian clothes; and that you are authorized an Official US Passport (red).  

a.  Passport, Visa, MFO Endorsement.  You must report to your servicing installation passport office to submit for an official red (no fee) passport, MFO endorsement, and Egyptian Visa immediately.  This is critical and can cause a missed movement if not applied for ASAP.  You will not be allowed to travel to the Sinai without all three.  All passports must be sent to TFS Rear Detachment for processing.  No exceptions.  Instruct your passport agent to forward the passport to:  Commander, 1st COSCOM, ATTN:  Task Force Sinai Rear Detachment, Bldg MT-2643, Fort Bragg, North Carolina  28310-5000.  You must also contact your installation security office to receive a current threat brief for the region.  Contact the TFS Rear Detachment, located at Fort Bragg immediately for further instruction.  Phone number is DSN 236-1930/3530 or commercial 910-396-3530.  Your installation passport office can and should contact the MFO Rear Detachment for instruction regarding your passport and required documentation.

b.  Update Personnel Records.  We recommend you update all your records (ORB, SGLI, Power of Attorney, Will, etc.) and take a new DA photo before deploying.  

b.  Hold Baggage.  Ship your hold baggage as soon as possible.  It sometimes takes in excess of 12 weeks for it to arrive.  Ensure the installation transportation officials ship your hold baggage through Tel Aviv, Israel and NOT Cairo.  This should be stated on your orders.  Shipping through Tel Aviv will ensure that your baggage will not be delayed.  You are authorized 500 lbs personal baggage and another 100 lbs official baggage.  You can easily ship everything you need within that weight allowance.  Please see the recommended packing list.  You are not authorized to ship a POV but will be authorized to store a POV at government expense.

c.  Uniforms.  4 sets of DCUs, 2 sets of desert boots, 1 each MFO floppy hat, 1 each MFO beret, 1 each desert gore-tex jacket, and limited TA-50 will be issued to you upon your arrival to the Sinai.  Go ahead and order 4 each desert brown nametapes, badges, rank, and branch (as appropriate).  Recommend you mail two sets to your sponsor and travel with two sets.  That will allow your sponsor to have two uniforms ready for you in the Sinai.  There is no need for BDUs or black beret, although Fort Bragg Rear Detachment may instruct you to bring a set there just in case.  There is no clothing sales store here in the Sinai.  Bring everything that you need for the year here in Egypt to include APFT gear, t-shirts, socks, ribbons, etc.  You will be awarded your first MFO ribbon 6 months into your tour.  You’ll need to buy a ribbon holder for the additional ribbon.  Bring your dress Blues and Class A’s.  You can ship your Blues but recommend that you hand carry your A's.

5.  Mail/Telephone/Internet.  Your new mailing address is:


Rank/Name


Co (if known), Unit 31520


APO AE 09832

Your telephone number is (how you dial from the States):  011-972-8628-1801 and ext xxxx (office) and xxxx (quarters).  Note.  Remember when you call that we are six (Fall-Winter) to seven (Spring-Summer) hours ahead of Eastern Standard Time in the United States.  Keep in mind that it is far cheaper to call from the Sinai back to the States than vice versa.  Right now the rate to call from here to the States is 4 cents a minute.  Computers are available both in the Dry Cactus Internet café as well as the Education Center for email access and other Internet services.

6.  Duty Week.  The official duty week is Sunday through Thursday, 0800 – 1700 hours with Friday and Saturday serving as the weekend.  There is a separate list of holidays observed by the MFO.  The only official US holidays observed are 1 January (New Years Day), Easter, 4th of July (Independence Day), November 9 (Veterans Day) and 25 December (Christmas Day).  

7.  Clothing.  The summers in North Camp are hot and somewhat humid with temperatures running in the nineties and into the low hundreds.  South Camp is always 10 to 15 degrees hotter than North Camp.  Winters can get chilly and rainy with temperatures running from 35 – 55 degrees from December to early March.  Bring lots of casual clothing for social events on camp.  You will not need a heavy winter coat but bring several heavy sweaters and light jackets.  Bring some dress clothes for special gatherings.  Appropriate attire off post is long pants, shirt with sleeves (either short sleeves or long) and closed toe shoes or dress sandals.  The Force Exchange (FX – not an AAFES establishment) has a limited selection of clothing (very casual), some sports gear, and limited athletic shoes so bring what you’ll need or plan on ordering from catalogs or from the Internet.  Sunglasses are essential here.  The FX has a large assortment but they are pricey.  You may wish to bring extra pairs.  Don’t forget to pack a swimsuit.  North Camp has an outstanding pool and South Camp is located directly on the Red Sea and has its own private beach.

8.  Housing.  You will either be living in a barracks (one person to room with shared latrine – E-1 through E-8, O-1/2, and W-1/2s), a hootch with private bath (W-3s and O-3s) or share a 3-bedroom duplex (W-4s, and O-4/5s).  The rooms are approximately 10 x 12 feet.  Your room will have a twin size bed, refrigerator, a desk, a dresser, and a wall locker.  However, a few hootches and bedrooms in the field grade houses have queen size beds.  Check with your sponsor if you want to ship over bedding in order to determine the correct size.  All buildings are wired for 220-volt service and transformers are available at the FX.  However, you can usually purchase a transformer at a serious discount from someone PCSing.  If you are considering buying electrical equipment consider dual voltage (110/220) electrical items.  Dual voltage appliances and electronics are available at the FX as well, albeit a limited supply.  Certain electrical items like alarm clocks will not work correctly from transformers.

9.  Entertainment.  

a.  Television and Radio.  The North Camp has 13 television channels (such as CNN, AFN, Discovery, and The Movie Channel) and 10 radio stations (country, rock, NPR, etc).  South Camp in turn has 7 television channels and 5 radio stations.  

b.  Theater.  North Camp has a post movie theater that shows first run videos before they go into the post library.  

c.  Library.  The library has lots of things to offer to include VHS Videos, DVDs, CDs, board games, and a good selection of books for checkout. There are also reference and periodicals to use in the library to include a good selection of U.S. and foreign newspapers to keep current on world events.
d.  Night Life.  Each country/contingent has a bar/club.  The Officer’s Club is open weekly for an officer dinner.  

e.  Travel.  There are lots of opportunities for travel here in Egypt, Israel, and Jordan.  Both the Force and USCON sponsor numerous tours to sites throughout Egypt and Israel.  Some MWR sponsored trips include tours of Cairo, the Pyramids, Nile Cruises, and soon we hope the Holy Land.  Petra, Jordan is now open for travel and should not be missed.  There is a Thomas Cooke travel agency located in the FX.  Trips and tours can be booked through them at a very reasonable price.  SCUBA, snorkeling and fishing trips are also easily arranged by both Thomas Cooke as well as outside travel and tour agencies.
10.  Finances.  Keep your checking account in the States.  All purchases on both North and South Camp are in US dollars.  There is a US Finance office located at both North and South camp for check cashing purposes.  There is also an ATM machine located in the FX that issues both Egyptian pounds and US currency.  There will soon be an ATM operational at South Camp, as well.  You will qualify for both Family Separation Pay ($250) and Hazardous Duty Pay ($225) during your tour here, although the Army must renew these amounts for FY04 or they could be reduced on 1 October 2003.  The Sinai does not qualify as Combat Zone Tax Exclusion unless your mission here requires you to visit Tiran Island (EOD and Aviators).

11.  Dining.  There are several avenues for dining on both North and South Camp.  North Camp has a large dining facility set up in buffet style as well as a club that offers takeout.  South Camp has an excellent dining facility as well as numerous opportunities to dine off post in Sharm such as Thai, Lebanese, Italian, and Chinese cuisine.  There is even a Hard Rock Café and a Pizza Hut in Sharm.

a.  Dining Facility. The main dining facility on North Camp is setup in three sections, the Officer, NCO, and Junior Enlisted sections.  All sections have buffet style meals with at least 3 main dishes, and assorted vegetables, soups, breads, and fruits. There are also healthy choice options and a short order line. The MDF offers an International selection so that every contingent can find a meal from home.  The MDF at South Camp is a smaller, consolidated dining facility but offers excellent quality. 

b.  Dry Cactus.  The Dry Cactus is one of the clubs on North Camp.  It’s open in the evening and offers a host of variety of food and cuisine.  Prices are reasonable and delivery is free.
c.  Cooking.  There is a microwave in the barracks and a small kitchen in the duplexes.  Recommend if you are in the hootches – plan on bringing a small microwave.  The selection of food to cook is somewhat limited.  The FX carries canned foods, crackers, cereal, and snack items.  The commissary in Cairo is open to soldiers and has a good selection available, however, Cairo is a 5-hour bus trip away from North Camp.  Any food item available in the MDF can be purchased from the Clubs System whether it is raw or cooked (eggs, milk, meat, vegetables, etc).  All they require is 48 hours notice minimum for raw produce and five days notice for items that are cooked and orders can be placed through either the Sportsman Bar of the Dry Cactus (North Camp).

12. Camp Services.
a.  Sports.  There are gyms located on both North and South Camp with weight equipment, basketball, racquetball and squash courts.  There is some type of sporting competition going on year round so bring your gear.  There are world-class golf courses in Cairo and in Sharm-El-Sheikh next to South Camp, so bring your clubs.  If you would like to SCUBA dive, you are coming to one of the best sites in the world.  Certification courses and equipment rentals are available at a reasonable price through civilian instructors.  Some opt to order their own gear through the South Camp engineer.  A good set can be obtained at a significant discount.  South Camp also has an excellent beach with free snorkeling equipment to checkout.  The force MWR program is very active, sponsoring fun runs, competitive runs, swim meets, and all types of international sports to include; basketball, rugby, soccer, softball, and water polo.  Competition is between other contingents and with some American, Egyptian and Israeli teams.

b.  Force Exchange.  The Force Exchange is a small shoppette sized exchange that carries assorted items such as greeting cards, stationary, clothes (limited – mostly casual/exercise type items), beverages, gifts/souvenirs, cameras, watches, sunglasses electronic equipment, appliances, some CDs, snacks, limited food items, toilet articles (limited selection), and recreational equipment.  The selection is limited so if you require a certain item or brand recommend that you either ship these items with your Unaccompanied Baggage or arrange for someone in the States to mail these items to you.  

c.  Laundry/Dry Cleaning.  Open 6 days a week, this service is available at no cost to you. Generally a two to three day turn around is required.  Most barracks have washers and dryers.  Hootches have a separate laundry building.  Field grade quarters each have a washer and dryer.
d.  Sewing Center.  Sewing is free for any item required for military clothing. A small fee is charged for alterations to civilian attire.

e.  Barber Shop.  Civilian contractor ran, male haircuts $2.00.  There is a Beauty Salon as well; female haircuts start at $10.00.  Other services include haircuts, styling, coloring, highlighting, perms and straightening.  Manicure services are also available.
f.  Church.  Catholic and Protestant church services are offered on post each week.  The 1SB has an outstanding UMT that also lead numerous religious tours such as Mount Sinai and the Cairo Christian Tour.  

g.  Education Center.  We have a fully functioning Army Education Center offering the same services you would find at your last duty station. The Army Education Center provides educational counseling, military credit review, and the full range of civilian and Army Personnel Testing and GT improvement courses. We also offer 100% Army tuition assistance for on-site university courses through the University of Maryland and Central Texas College and for distance education courses through any accredited institution. Although you cannot join eArmyU while in the Sinai, we can assist already established eArmyU students. Additionally, we have an on-site computer lab with laptop capabilities. Make sure to bring your education records!
13.  Closing.  I think you will find your tour here both professionally and personally rewarding.  This is a unique assignment.  For many of us it’s our first opportunity to interact with other nations on this level.  On a personal level the opportunities for travel are unparalleled.  I hope you are excited about coming to the Sinai.  We will do everything possible to make your transition go smoothly.








CSM Jeffrey Mortenson








Command Sergeant Major








1st U.S. Support Battalion
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