TAKE-1

STEPCHILD ADOPTION
(Applicable Only To Adoption of Stepchildren)

QUESTION:  What are my options if I wish to adopt my stepchild(ren)?  


ANSWER:  The first issue is who qualifies as a stepchild.  A stepchild is the child of your current spouse but not your natural child.  Divorce from the parent of the child terminates the child’s status as your stepchild.  The next issue that must be addressed when deciding to adopt a stepchild is whether the natural parent consents to the adoption.  There are two types of adoptions that you must be concerned with: consensual and contested adoptions. 

QUESTION:  What are the procedures for a CONSENSUAL adoption?


ANSWER:  If you are fairly certain that the natural parent will consent to the adoption, the process is as follows:

1.    Pick up a consensual adoption packet at the Legal Assistance Office, this contains forms numbers DSS 5162, 5189, 1814, 5191, 1804, 1807 and 1809.


2.  Fill out your portion of the packet (Forms DSS 5162 and 5189).


3.  After you fill out your portion, send the natural parent his or her portion of the packet and have him or her fill it out (Form DSS 1804).

4.  The remainder of the forms will be filed out by a social worker or court clerk after you turn in the packet.  Once the packet is completely filled out, you must file the packet with the Cumberland County Court, downtown Fayetteville, along with a filing fee of $250.00.


5.  The Court will then order a home assessment to be conducted at the home of the stepparent to ensure appropriate living conditions.  In essence, a social worker will come out to your home and ensure that the living conditions are appropriate for raising a child.


6.  It takes approximately six months from the time the packet is filed until the adoption is finalized.

QUESTION:  Do I need an attorney for a CONSENSUAL adoption?


ANSWER:  No.  The packet is designed so that it can be completed without an attorney’s assistance.  Please note, however, that the Legal Assistance Office (LAO) cannot assist you in filling out any of the paperwork since doing so would constitute representation and the LAO is precluded from actual representation.  

QUESTION:  What about NONCONSENSUAL adoptions?


ANSWER:  If the natural parent does not consent, you must contact a civilian adoption attorney or adoption agency for information regarding your options.  The LAO will be happy to provide you a list of family law attorneys that specialize in adoption.  If you have any other questions, please feel free to contact a legal assistance attorney.    

