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SUBJECT:  Secondary Education Transition Study 

1. Purpose:  To provide an executive overview and update on the Secondary Education Transition Study (SETS).

2. Facts.

a. Research Purpose.  The US Army requested the study to gain an in-depth understanding of how school systems and military installations accommodate and respond to the educational needs of transitioning high school aged (9th-12th grade) military children.  The Army contracted with the Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC) to design, coordinate and manage this collaborative action research project.

b. Goals.  The goals of the study were to obtain a list of best practices and lessons learned; encourage communication and strengthen partnerships; expand the knowledge base of schools, installations and families about the needs of high school military-connected students; and promote predictability for transitioning families.

c. Scope.  The study focused on school systems that support large Army posts (Forts Benning, Bliss, Bragg, Hood, Lewis, and Sill) and three representative DoDEA systems in Germany, Korea, and Fort Campbell, Kentucky.  Participating schools, in cooperation with the installation, conducted the field study.  The study included five Cumberland County high schools with a total of 688 students who have moved at least once during high school.

d. Research Areas.  MCEC identified the following areas for research:  Senior Capture; Transfer and Interpretation of Student Records; School Calendars/Schedules; Extracurricular Activities; Graduation Requirements, and Partnerships.  

e. Timeline.  The research began in March 1999.  The comprehensive data collection by the field researchers extended from May 1999 through February 2000.  MCEC and the Army conducted an IPR in Washington, D.C. in October 1999.  The final, Army-wide study will be published in 2001. 

f. Findings.  MCEC gathered, analyzed and interpreted the data collected by the field researchers. The cumulative findings and recommendations will be used to expand upon the anecdotal conclusions of previous studies.  The Army will publish the research summary, which will be available to all schools serving US Army installations.  An executive summary and a parents’ guide are now available through MCEC.  

g. Action Plan.  A summary report of the initial findings was presented to the Senior Army Leadership in May 2000.  A Senior Leader Action Plan was developed to begin implementation of solutions for ten key issues.  In FY 00-01 all SETS partners participated in a series of VTCs on the proposed Memorandum of Agreement to support the Senior Leader Action Plan.  Fort Bragg and Cumberland County Schools assumed responsibility for Issue #1, Graduation Requirements.  Cumberland County Schools approved the MOA on 10 April 2001.  Dr. Harrison will implement the MOA through guidance to his high school principals when the 2001-2002 school year begins.  The other eight school systems have approved the MOA, which was presented at the annual MCEC conference, 11-13 July 2001.
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