TF 1-125 assumes control of South Sinai

By Staff Sgt. Sara Maniscalco
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The Iowa National Guard’s Task Force 1-133 (Ironman) turned over the reins of the Multinational Force and Observers Southern Sector to TF 1-125 (Vikings) in a Change of Responsibility ceremony Jan. 19.

The Viking Battalion, part of the Michigan National Guard, is commanded by Lt. Col. Phillip Owens.  

“We have been looking forward to relieving TF 1-133 of the mission.  We appreciate all they have done to make it a smooth transition.  Our challenge now is to maintain the high standards and reputation TF 1-133 has set,” said Owens.

The last elements of the Ironman Battalion, commanded by Lt. Col. Ben Corell, departed the Sinai Jan. 20 and headed back home to the United States.

“These Soldiers made me proud to be a part of the efforts that we have done here. They have made noticeable improvements to everything they have come in contact with, from the remote sites to South Camp,” Corell said during the ceremony.  “They have met or exceeded every expectation that I have laid out. They have represented our nation, our state, the National Guard, and our families, with high honor.  I am proud to be a part of the organization.”

The Vikings are the fifth National Guard unit to assume the mission in the Southern Sinai.  Their main responsibility will be to observe, report and verify compliance to the Treaty of Peace signed by the nations of Egypt and Israel.

