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THE RIPCORD GRIP INSERT: COMMANDER’S RESPONSIBILITIES

1SG DANIEL L. BENNETT

AAS 1SG

JMs will now be required to perform duties as a JM with an additional safety feature place in their Modified Improved Reserve Parachute System (MIRPS): The Ripcord Grip Insert. The insert is designed to prevent ripcord grip roll out in the event the JM makes contact with the paratroop door during the execution of their duties.

RIPCORD GRIP INSERT
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Commanders will ensure the following responsibilities / Qualifications are adhered to.

1. JMs’ are fully aware of procedures w/the insert.

2. The insert is drawn from the issue facility prior to the airborne operation.

3. Inserts are emplaced immediately after JMPI and prior to loading the aircraft.

4. Every JM is equipped with the insert for duties.

Commanders must also provide JMs with guidance to ensure that the emphasis during door procedures is the correct and safe way of executing the procedure.

JMs place themselves at risk of carelessness if situation awareness is not maintained at all in the paratroop door.

THE RIPCORD GRIP INSERT: JUMPMASTER’S RESPONSIBILITIES

SFC DAVID W. HANKINS

AAS JM COMMITTEE CHIEF

Jumpmaster will have to implement the new safety procedure for their Modified Improved Reserve Parachute System (MIRPS) prior to performing Jumpmaster Duties on board Airforce aircraft.

RIPCORD GRIP INSERT
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There have been accidental deployments of the Modified Improved Reserve Parachute System (MIRPS) during Jumpmaster Operations and Training as a result of the ripcord grip coming in contact with the trail edge of the paratroop door. 

These accidents indicates that the Modified Improved Reserve Parachute System (MIRPS) ripcord grip is being forcibly rolled out of the ripcord grip stow pocket as the result of the contact against the trail edge of the paratroop door when the Jumpmasters go outside the aircraft or come back in the aircraft.

Jumpmasters’ ability to correctly install and inspect the Ripcord Grip Insert is important:

1. The JMs must draw the ripcord grip insert from the issue facility prior to an airborne operation.

2. Jumpmasters’ must inspect the Ripcord Grip Insert to ensure that it is not bent or distorted out of shape.
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3. Once the Jumpmasters’ have been JMPId and have been given the seal of approval, and prior to loading the aircraft they must place their ripcord grip insert into the ripcord grip stow pocket shown below.
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4. Ensure that the slotted portion of the ripcord grip insert is against the ripcord grip. Then push the ripcord grip insert firmly into the ripcord grip stow pocket until its firmly in place inside of the ripcord grip stow pocket as shown below.
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5. To remove the Ripcord Grip Insert use the thumb or fingers and push against the ripcord grip insert toward the ripcord grip. The ripcord grip insert will pop out of the ripcord grip stow pocket as shown below:
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The Ripcord Grip Insert provides additional protection against ripcord rollout in case of contact between the ripcord grip and the trail edge of the paratroop door when the Jumpmasters go outside or come back inside of the aircraft. 


The Ripcord Grip Insert will not prevent the Modified Improved Reserve Parachute System (MIRPS) from activating. The MIRPS will continue to operate as normal.

 
While preventative measures have been taken, jumpmasters need to ensure, upon completion of their Trail, Lead, Center, and Trace (TLCT) for C-130 / C-141 or C-17 Pull, Look and Trace (PLT) that they go straight out of the aircraft to conduct a clear to the rear and do not rotate out of the aircraft. Rotating out of the aircraft is not the correct procedure and is not taught at the Advanced Airborne School. It’s encouraged that Jumpmasters go straight out of the aircraft to conduct a clear to the rear.

The Ripcord Grip Insert must be turned-in after every airborne operation. It’s the Jumpmaster responsibility to ensure that their ripcord grip insert is properly inspected and inserted prior to any airborne operation on-board an Airforce aircraft.

 Any further questions, contact the AAS at 396-9023/658

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.
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ALL THE WAY!
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