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THE SAFETY KIT

SSG Felix Serra

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR

The safety kit, if properly supplied, will help correct any last minute deficiencies at the departure airfield or on board the aircraft. The safety kit should contain items of equipment regularly utilized for an airborne operation. It also should contain  the common tools used to repair or replace items of equipment that have become damaged, broken, cut, frayed, dry rotted, or simply unserviceable.

 The safety kit should have several items of equipment and some more than others. The safety kit will assist you more at the unit area and at the departure field. The safety kit should be cared for like an individual weapon. If not available, that unit’s ability to conduct a safe airborne operation may be jeopardized. 

The safety kit should be re-stocked after every airborne operation to ensure it is ready to safely conduct the next airborne operation. Below are some items you may consider storing in your unit’s safety kit. Keep in mind; some of these items are not mandatory, but could enhance the safety of your unit’s airborne operation.

SAFETY ITEMS

Shoe Tags                     
                         150                 

A-Nuts                                             
20                   

Attaching Clips


    
10

Parachutist retention strap               
5                 

Modified Headband


5   Headband


     
5

Modified Foam Impact Pad              
4                     

Foam Impact Pad                             
4                       

Chinstrap Complete                          
10                      

Suspension Band with Drawstring

And adjustable Tab                            
5             

Modified Suspension Band with

Drawstring and Adjustable Tab         
5                                  

Locking Nuts                                     
20         

5/8 inch Mounting Screw                  
20         

½ inch Mounting Screws                  
20         

Quick Release Snap                        
2           

Adjustable D-Ring Attaching Strap   
4        

Modified HPT Lowering Line            
1        

HPT Lowering Line                           
3         

Type 1 Retainer Bands                     1Box       

Type 64 Retainer Bands                   1Box                 

Masking Tape                                   1Roll                 

Felt Tip Markers                                
3                

Pocket Knife                                      
1                

Flat-Tip Screwdriver                          
2              

Pliers                                                 
1                 

Mini Mag-Lite                                    
1              

Adhesive Labels                               
200                

¼” Cotton Webbing                               1Roll                 

Type II or III Nylon Webbing                 10 Ft.                

½” Tubbular Nylon Webbing                 10 Ft.                  

*Note: Tailor your safety kit to your unit’s combat equipment. *

THE BUDDY SYSTEM

SSG Jason Mcloud 

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR

What is the Buddy System?   The Buddy System is a systematic method of donning and adjusting of the main and reserve parachute. Why is the Buddy System utilized?  

The Buddy System is utilized as an additional safety check.  It prevents unnecessary delays during the Jumpmaster Personnel Inspection (JMPI), and it provides the jumper with maximum amount of comfort while wearing the parachute harness.  

Once the jumpers arrive at the departure airfield, they will draw their main and reserve parachute from the parachute issue point.  At this time, all jumpers will pair off into groups of two.  

Each jumper will inspect his/her own equipment beginning with the reserve parachute.  First, the jumper will insure that the safety wire and lanyard is present and secured to the right rear portion of the reserve parachute. 

 Insure that the lanyard is not too short or too long, and that it is constructed of type two or type three nylon cord gutted.  Insure that the safety wire is not too short, too long, or excessively bent.  Next, inspect the connector snaps to insure that they have spring tension.  

Then an overall inspection will be conducted for any excess dirt, water, oil, or grease, and to insure that there are no exposed canopy or suspension lines.  The reserve parachute will then be set aside and the main parachute will be inspected.

The upper loop portion of the universal static line will be inspected to insure that the green intermittent stitch is present, and facing away from the universal static line snap hook. The static line slack retainer will be inspected to insure it is not cut or frayed more than 50%. If it is, the parachute is unservisable and must be turned in.

The jumper will insure that the DA Form 3912 Army Parachute Log Record is present in one of the log record stow pockets in either riser set.  If the DA Form 3912 is missing, the parachute is unserviceable and must be turned in. 

 
Finally, conduct an overall inspection for any excess dirt, water, oil, or grease and insure that there are no exposed canopy or suspension lines.

The jumper will then turn the parachute over and activate the quick release in the waistband.  Then locate and activate all three points of attachment: the left leg strap, the right leg strap, and the chest strap.  

The parachute harness will then be laid out elongating all five points of adjustment: the left leg strap, the right leg strap, the chest strap, the horizontal back strap  where it routes through of the back strap adjusters.  The jumper will then zip, snap, and fold the aviator’s kit bag. 

 
The jumper will then check the diagonal back strap to insure that the parachute harness is properly sized.  There are six sizing channels ranging from small, one through four, and large. 

  
There is no set size for any given jumper, however, when properly sized, the canopy release assemblies will rest in the hollows of the jumpers shoulders just below the collar bones.

The number 1 jumper will then don his protective mask insuring that the quick opening flap is to the right. The shoulder strap will be adjusted so that the bottom of the mask carrier is just above the jumper’s knees.  The number 1 jumper will then don his LCE leaving the pistol belt unfastened and assume a good high jumper position. 

The number 2 jumper will secure the number 1 jumpers main parachute by grasping the harness assembly under the canopy release assembly pads and place it high up on the number 1 jumper’s back.  The number 2 jumper will insure that he LCE is routed between the horizontal back strap and the saddle and insure that no item of equipment on the LCE is resting beneath any portion of the harness assembly.

The number 2 jumper will then pull down on the saddle insuring that it is routed below the number 1 jumper’s buttocks.  Simultaneously the number 1 jumper will secure his chest strap and remove the slack.  The number 2 jumper will hand the number one jumper his aviator’s kit bag which he will place horizontally across his lap underneath the protective mask insuring that the sewn reinforced side is facing away from him and the exposed carrying handle is facing to his left.  The number 2 jumper will secure the left leg strap and pass it between the number 1 jumper’s legs. 

 The number 1 jumper will secure the left leg strap and route it over the bottom portion and under the top portion of the exposed carrying handle, and secure the quick fit V-ring to its ejector snap.  The number 2 jumper will secure the right leg strap and pass it between the number 1 jumper’s legs.  The number 1 jumper will secure the right leg strap and route it over the sewn reinforced side of the aviator’s kit bag and secure the quick fit V-ring to its ejector snap.

 The number 1 jumper will pull down on the leg straps just enough to keep the aviator’s kit bag horizontal across his/her lap.  This is not a point of adjustment.  

The number 2 jumper will secure the horizontal back strap where it routes out of the main lift web and pull out and up removing all the slack.  

The number 2 jumper will then draw down on the free running ends of the horizontal back strap in a see-saw manner until the number 1 jumper indicates that a snug but comfortable fit has been achieved.  The number 1 jumper will then S-fold or roll the free-running ends of the chest strap and leg straps and secure then in the webbing retainers.  The number 2 jumper will S-fold or roll the free-running ends of the horizontal back strap and secure them in their webbing retainers.  The number 1 jumper will then assist the number 2 jumper in donning and adjusting his main parachute.

Each jumper will don his/her own reserve parachute by placing it in the crook of the left arm with the rip cord grip in the left palm.  With his/her right hand, he/she will locate the waistband from the point where it is sewn to the pack tray and trace the entire length to insure it is not twisted, cut, torn, or frayed.  The waistband will then be routed through both waistband retainers on the rear of the reserve parachute. 

 The right connector snap will then be secured to the right D-ring on the harness assembly, and let the reserve parachute hang free.  The safety wire will be routed from outside to inside through the small hole provided in the right connector snap and bend the forward portion down at a 90 degree angle insuring that it is routed between the waistband and the reserve parachute not the waistband and the jumper’s body.  The left connector snap will then be secured to the left D-ring on the harness assembly.  At this time, the number 2 jumper will secure the number 1 jumper’s waistband to it’s waistband adjuster panel and incorporate a two to three finger quick release. 

 The number 2 jumper will inspect the quick release by placing his middle and index fingers of either hand from top to bottom inside of the quick release.  This is the only quick release that will be inspected in this manner.  The number 2 jumper is feeling for metal inside of the quick release.  If metal is felt, an improper quick release has been incorporated and must be corrected. 

 The number 2 jumper will then conduct a visual inspection to insure that the free-running end of the waistband is not routed through both vertical metal bars.  If it has, an improper quick release has been incorporated and must be corrected.  

The number 1 jumper will then secure the number 2 jumper’s waistband in the same manner.

The 463L System

SFC James M. Scott

Air Movement Operations Instructor


The pallets and nets of the 463L system have the potential to greatly increase the capabilities of deploying units by transporting needed supplies and equipment to the arrival airfield.  Far too often these pallets become frustrated cargo at the departure airfield due to unserviceable pallets or nets discovered during the joint inspection process.  Unit movement officers can avoid frustrated pallets by using the pallet build-up procedure checklist found in AMC Affiliation Workbook 36-101 Volume I page 3-8 and 3-9.

  
When utilizing the checklist in the Affiliation Workbook, procedures 2 through 8 deal with the inspection of the individual HCU-6/E air cargo pallet.  Inspect the pallet for damage and cleanliness on both the top and bottom.  Dirt and oil stains can hide holes, gouge, or rust that penetrate the surface of the pallet, which would make the pallet unserviceable.  If the pallet spills out water during the inspection then the skin to rail bond is compromised. 

 If the skin separation cannot be located during inspection then the pallet is serviceable, but indicates the pallet is becoming unserviceable.  The pallet should be replaced before deployment or protected from adverse weather conditions to ensure serviceability after the deployment.  Any damage indicates the pallet’s ability to sustain a cargo load may be decreased.


As the user also inspect for bent outer locking lips or removed sections of outer locking lips, which are used for the security of your cargo during the many levels of the air movement process. 

 Bent outer locking lips will bind in the dual rail system of AMC aircraft, thus rendering the pallet unserviceable.  Removal of a bent portion of the outer locking lip is a depot-approved repair.  No more than 50% of any single outer locking lip can be removed for the pallet to be serviceable. 

 Additionally, only one outer locking lip per side of the 463L pallet can be repaired for the pallet to be serviceable.  


Inspect the steel tie down rings for presence and serviceability.  All 22 steel tie down rings must be present for the pallet to be serviceable.  The steel tie down rings must not be loose, misshape, or corroded where pitting is visible for the pallet to be serviceable.  Any of these will compromise the strength of the ring, which will result in diminished restraint capability or restraint failure.  


Inspect the pallet to ensure it is level and not warped.  A warped pallet will bind in the dual rail system and indicates a diminished capability to sustain a cargo load.  Ensure the pallet is right side up before building the cargo load.  The pallet will only fit into the dual rail system if it is right side up.  Placing a cargo load on the bottom of a pallet may cause damage.


Does each pallet have the required three pieces of dunnage?  Your materials handling equipment cannot move your pallets if they are resting on the ground.  A hard surface can tear or gouge the bottom surface of your pallet and create delays at the departure airfield.  Remember that it is the user responsibility to provide all necessary dunnage and shoring.


Procedures 22 through 25 deal with the inspection of the HCU-7/E side nets and the HCU-15/C top net.  Lay out all the nets around the pallet as if they would when attached to the pallet.  Inspect the webbing for dry rot, fraying more than ¼ inch, or webbing separation in the sewn areas.  Any of these will compromise the integrity of your net and degrade its load restraint capability, which can result in failure.  The nets should be clean and free of dirt and oil.  Dirt and oil help trap in moisture, which causes dry rotting of your nets.  Inspect the steel O-rings and attaching hooks for deformity, rust, and presence.  Any missing attaching hooks or steel O-rings will make the nets unserviceable.  

Rust pitting and deformity compromise the strength of the attaching hooks or steel O-rings making the nets unserviceable.  


Remember that you can prevent delays at the departure airfield by properly inspecting your pallets and nets before you leave the pallet yard.  

If your unit equipment and supplies are frustrated at the departure airfield then your unit will not be fully mission capable at the arrival airfield or theater of operations.  If you have any questions or have any trouble, feel free to contact us at the AMO school 396-2420, or email us at buffaloec@bragg.army.mil
Reenlistment Tandems

SSG Tommy Sullivan

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM LEADER

The All-American Free Fall Team is prepared to offer a Tandem Parachute jump as a reenlistment option for 1st term soldiers who reenlist PDA and remain in the 82d Airborne Division.  Troopers will have up to one year after their reenlistment date to complete their tandem jump. Tandem Jumping is a great way to experience the thrill of freefall skydiving with the safety of being attached to an expert parachutist.  If you choose to participate, some training will be required.  The entire event will only take a few hours of training to actually jump. Any questions, please contact your Battalion Reenlistment NCO or the All-American Freefall Team POC SSG Sullivan at 910-396-2776.

Learn to Free-Fall!!

SSG Neal Beverly

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL MANAGER

First Jump Courses are held the first Tuesday of each month and continue through Friday from 1800 to 2100, and SKYDIVE on Saturday at RAEFORD DZ.  Call 396-9989 and reserve your slot TODAY!

Initial fee is $200.00 and includes:

$138.50 Training Fee

$25 For Annual Membership 82d Freefall Activity

$10 Monthly Dues

$11 for 45 day United States Parachuting Association Membership

$9 for Logbook

$6.50 for goggles

Students pay for jumps as they go.  The following are the jumps required for free fall progression and their cost:

Lift Fees:

5-Static Lines at 3500 ft.

$12.00 ea.

1-5 sec free falls at 3500 ft.
$12.00 ea.

2-10 sec free falls at 4500ft 
$12.00 ea.

2-15 sec free falls at 5500 ft
$12.00 ea.

2-30 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

3-45 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

Gear rental is $15.00 a day and $25.00 a weekend.
Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.

JUMPMASTER’S INPUT WANTED

Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?   If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration.  

The Deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the Advanced Airborne School or e-mail the article to us at our web site above.

ASK A JUMPMASTER

To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals.  Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1. What can be used to ease the movement of the zipper on the Aviators Kit Bag? 

2. How is the HPT Lowering line attached if the Alice Pack is jumped without the Alice Pack Frame?

3. What helmet did the ballistic helmet replaced?

4.To what organization does the request for 463l pallets go?

5. Can side nets and top nets be used to secure secondary cargo to married pallets? 

6. When is the only time chains and 463L pallet nets will be used together?

   *********Blackhat  Bonus***********
What are the two items that are not required to be utilized when jumping into combat? 
Here are the answers to last month’s quiz:

1. When must the jumpmaster team be JMPI’d?  By Station Time.

2. How many current and qualified jumpmasters must be present to conduct an In-Flight Rigging for a C-17 Globemaster III? 8 additional jumpmasters are needed not to include the PJM and the AJ.

3. What does the Safety do during JMPI? Conducts JMPI.

4.  What must be done to ballast boxes prior to loading it as secondary cargo? Obliteration of markings of former contents.

5.  What is the maximum weight that the ramp of a C-130 Hercules can hold on a 463L Pallet? 4,664 LBS

6.  What is the maximum take off weight for a KC-10A Extender? 100,000 LBS CODE A, 139,000 LBS CODE B.

   *********Blackhat  Bonus***********
What chapter in the 82d Airborne Division ASOP authorizes the jumper to wear gloves in cold weather? Chapter 7

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.

 Commander

      CPT Jennings

1SG

  
1SG Bennett

Jumpmaster Committee Chief

SFC Hankins

Tower Committee Chief

SSG Buffaloe, S.

AMO Committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe, C.

Free Fall Team Leader

SSG Sullivan

ALL THE WAY!
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