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	Rigging of the M240B Machine Gun

SSG Benjamin Eley 

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


During any Airborne Operation the majority of units jump with weapons.  All leaders and members of the Gun team need to know how to properly rig the M240B Machine Gun, Tripod, and Spare Barrel Bag.  This is something that the leaders and gunner should be aware of so they can assist or supervise the team during rigging.

The necessary items needed to properly rig the M240B Machine Gun, Tripod, and Spare Barrel Bag are cellulose wadding, masking tape, and ¼ inch cotton webbing.  When it comes time to draw the M1950 Weapons Case from parachute issue, the gunner should draw a SAW Modified M1950 Weapons Case and insure that it is serviceable.  

The gunner has the option to either rig the M240B Machine Gun completely assembled or broken down.  If the gunner chooses to jump the weapon broken down, it must be padded and taped so that there is no metal to metal contact. There WILL NOT be any ammunition rigged inside the SAW Modified M1950 Weapons Case.  The ONLY place ammunition can be rigged is in the main compartment of the ALICE pack.  When securing the tab thong of the slide fastener and tab thong, the ONLY method authorized is by the upper tie down tape.

The Ammunition Bearer has the option of rigging the Spare Barrel Bag under the closing flap of the ALICE pack or inside the SAW Modified M1950 Weapons Case.  When the Ammunition Bearer jumps the Spare Barrel Bag under the closing flap of the ALICE pack, the outer pockets must face the closing flap.  If the Ammunition Bearer is jumping without the ALICE pack, he or she will place the spare barrel bag under his or her individual weapon with the large end first and the outer pockets facing skyward inside the SAW Modified M1950 Weapons Case.  No padding is required.  When securing the tab thong of the slide fastener and tab thong, there are two methods, either by the upper tie down tape or by the lift fastener.  One or the other method may be utilzed, never both, and there is no preferred method.

The Assistant Gunner also has options in rigging the Tripod.  He or she can either rig it under the closing flap of the ALICE pack, or inside a SAW Modified M1950 Weapons Case with his or her individual weapon.  If rigging it under the closing flap of the ALICE pack, the short leg of the tripod will be secured with a sufficient length of ¼ inch cotton webbing to one of the long legs.  Ensure the short leg faces towards the inside of the main compartment of the ALICE pack.  The flex mount or T & E mechanism will not be mounted on the tripod.  When rigging the tripod in the SAW Modified M1950 Weapons Case, the tripod will be placed under the individual weapon with the long legs in first and the short leg facing skyward.  The tripod must be padded and taped to prevent metal-to-metal contact.

If you want this valuable weapon on the ground and in operation, then it is the leaders, gunners, and all members of the gun teams responsibility to know how to properly rig the M240B Machine Gun.  It is the jumpmasters’ responsibility to ensure that it is rigged properly prior to the Airborne Operation.

	  Rigging of A-Series

         Containers

               SSG Matthew Dumas

                JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


A-series containers are utilized to drop any item of equipment that a unit may need on the drop zone, that are to large to be jumped by the individual jumper.  They may also be utilized as a means of aerial re-supply by units that are already on the ground.  As a jumpmaster, your ability to rig and exit these containers is critical to the accomplishment of your units airborne operation.

Only one A-series container may be exited per paratroop door; for a total of two per aircraft, on the first pass only, first three aircraft, in an offset trail formation.  A-series containers cannot be exited under AWADS conditions (this is a peace time restriction only.)

All hazardous materials that are rigged in an A-series container must have a SDDG  (Shipper’s Declaration for Dangerous Goods) attached to the personnel load manifest.  All completely rigged loads must have a Load Data Card attached with four items of required information on it:  UNIT, CHALK, CONTENTS, and GROSS WEIGHT.  The load data card is simply constructed of a 5”x 8” index card.

The first A-series container we will concern ourselves with is the A-21 cargo bag. The A-21 cargo bag consists of four major components.  The four major components are:  the CANVAS COVER, the SLING ASSEMBLY WITH SCUFF PAD ATTACHED, the RING STRAP GROUP, and the QUICK RELEASE ASSEMBLY. The quick release assembly is designed to allow you quick and easy access to the load.  The quick release assembly has three safety features, they are: the SAFETY FORK AND LANYARD, the TURN TO UNLOCK, and the STRIKE OR PRESS TO RELEASE.



  Maximum dimensions of an A-series container as it stands in the paratroop door are:  66” in height, 30” in width, and 48” in depth to include the cargo parachute.  There are no minimum dimensions, however the A-series container must be large enough to sustain the T-10 Modified Cargo Parachute and must meet the minimum to maximum weight criteria. 

How ever when rigging the Stinger Weapon System inside the A-21 Cargo Bag the dimensions will change. For two Stinger Weapons System the dimensions will be 28 inches wide, 69 inches high, and 24 inches deep, to include the cargo parachute. When rigging 4 Stinger Weapons System the dimensions will be 28 inches wide, 69 inches high, 49 inches deep, to include the cargo parachute.

 The A-21 Cargo Bag requires a minimum weight of 90 lbs., while the maximum weight is 350 lbs., both excluding the weight of the T-10 Modified Cargo Parachute. 

When rigging the A-21 cargo bag you should reference the 82D Airborne Division ASOP, Edition 6, Chapter 11.
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The A-7A Cargo Sling is another type of A-series container. The A-7A Cargo Sling consist of eight components they are, FOUR A-7A CARGO STRAPS, AND FOUR D-RINGS.


Weight limitations vary for the A-7A Cargo Sling, depending on the A-7A strap configuration. When utilizing the T-10 Modified Cargo Parachute, with a two strap load which consist of 2 A-7A Cargo straps and 2 D-rings it is 90-250 pounds. With a four strap load which consist of 4 A-7A Cargo straps and 2 D-rings, it is 251-350 pounds. 


When rigging the A-7A Cargo sling for all equipment except the Javelin Missile System, refer to the 82D Airborne Division ASOP, Edition 6, Chapter 11.


The Javelin Missile System can be airdropped as a door bundle in a two round or a four round configuration, utilizing the A-7A Cargo Sling. Either configuration will consist of four A-7A Cargo Straps and four D-rings.


The Javelin Missile rigged as a two round configuration will have an approximate rigged weight of 146 pounds; it has a height of 65.5 inches, a width of 17.5 inches and a length of 30.25 inches.


The Javelin Missile System rigged as a four round load has an approximate weight of 271 pounds, height of 57.5 inches, width of 37.5 inches and a depth of 44.5 inches.


While the Javelin Missile System will exit the aircraft as a door bundle, the Command Launch Unit (CLU) will be jumped inside the paratroopers ALICE pack. The CLU will be padded with the jumpers individual gear, to utilize maximum amount of space inside the ALICE pack.


When rigging the Javelin Missile System to be airdropped you must refer to FM 10-552.
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As a jumpmaster you must ensure that you stay current on rigging of all variations of A-series containers and special items of equipment. This will enable you to properly rig and inspect the containers and jumpers that will be delivered to the drop zone, allowing the Airborne Commander to maximize the combat power on the ground. Once again before you perform any duties as a jumpmaster you should reference the 82D Airborne Division ASOP, Edition 6.

	Team Air;

Now More than Ever 

SSG David Henry

AMO INSTRUCTOR


To facilitate the outload process it is necessary to utilize the TEAM AIR CONCEPT. This is especially true now with the increased number of deployments in support of the War on Terrorism.  

During the execution of an outload, the Task Force Air NCO must place current and qualified AMO personnel at strategic places to identify and correct any problems that may arise within his or her area. These strategic places are the Unit Loading Area Control Center (ULACC), Corps Loading Area Control Center (CLACC), Heavy Drop Rig Site (HDRS), Corps Marshalling Area (CMA) and the Arrival/ Departure Airfield Control Group (ADACG). 

The Task Force Air NCO should be positioned at the A/DACG where he or she can answer any questions pertaining to the outload and solve any problems that may arise. This also allows the Task Force Commander to maintain contact with the Air NCO should he have any questions about the status of the deployment. 

If this concept is properly utilized, it will prove to be an effective means of conducting a unit out-load, and the transportation process will not be delayed at the departure airfield. This will also give the Task Force Air NCO time to verify the Shippers Declaration for Dangerous Goods (SDDG) and the aircraft load plans prior to the Air Force’s Joint Inspection (JI).

The SDDG’s must be completed prior to the loads arrival at the A/DACG. All hazardous materials must be certified in accordance with TM 38-250.  One problem that has been repeatedly occurring is hidden hazards being found on loads upon their arrival at the A/DACG. If these loads are properly checked at the unit area and the heavy drop rig site prior to rigging, this problem will be alleviated.

It is important to remember that there are other members of the team in addition to AMO representatives.  Drivers are integral members of the team and they must be educated in basic hazardous material familiarization, awareness, and emergency response numbers.  It should also include hazard classification, marking and labeling, compatibility, documentation, and safety.  This training should focus on any handling and job specific requirements.   

The checks and balances of the Team Air Concept will work if the system is used correctly. 

	Reenlistment Tandems

SFC Neal Beverly

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL NCOIC


The All-American Free Fall Team is prepared to offer a Tandem Parachute jump as a reenlistment option for 1st term soldiers who reenlist PDA and remain in the 82d Airborne Division.  

Troopers will have up to one year after their reenlistment date to complete their tandem jump. Tandem Jumping is a great way to experience the thrill of freefall skydiving with the safety of being attached to an expert parachutist.  

If you choose to participate, some training will be required.  The entire event will only take a few hours of training to actually jump.

 Any questions, please contact your Battalion Reenlistment NCO or the All-American Freefall Team POC SSG William Flemming at 910-396-2776. 

	Learn to Free-Fall!!

SFC Neal Beverly

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL NCOIC


First Jump Courses are held the first Tuesday of each month and continue through Friday from 1800 to 2100, and SKYDIVE on Saturday at RAEFORD DZ.  Call 396-9989 and reserve your slot TODAY!

Initial fee is $200.00 and includes:

$138.50 Training Fee

$25 For Annual Membership 82d Freefall Activity

$10 Monthly Dues

$11 for 45 day United States Parachuting Association Membership

$9 for Logbook

$6.50 for goggles

Students pay for jumps as they go.  The following are the jumps required for free fall progression and their cost:

Lift Fees:

5-Static Lines at 3500 ft.

$12.00 ea.

1-5 sec free falls at 3500 ft.
$12.00 ea.

2-10 sec free falls at 4500ft 
$12.00 ea.

2-15 sec free falls at 5500 ft
$12.00 ea.

2-30 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

3-45 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

Gear rental is $15.00 a day and $25.00 a weekend.

	Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.


	Jumpmaster’s Input Wanted


Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?   If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration.

The Deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the Advanced Airborne School or e-mail the article to us at our web site above.

	Ask a Jumpmaster


To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals. 

Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1.  Where is the AN/PRC 126 authorized                           

      to be jumped?

2.  At what interval must you exit

     jumpers from army aircraft?

3. What must you utilize to secure the 

SMJP tp the jumpers left leg?

4. Can an AMO representative’s qualification be extended past it’s expiration date for long term tactical or contingency operations?

5. Are non DOD personnel authorized to certify hazardous materials for transportation by military air?

6. What is the Proper Shipping Name and Hazard Class for oily rags?

****Blackhat Bonus***********
What is the purpose of the blue mark located prior to the static line sleeve on the USL?

Here are the answers to last months quiz:
1. What are the minimum and maximum weights of an A-series container?

95lbs – 350lbs

2. For in-flight rigging on all Air Force Aircraft, when should rigging commence?

2 hrs and 20 min prior to green light.

3. When jumping the AT-4JP as a single item of equipment, what item of equipment will be utilized with the Hook Pile Tape Lowering Line?

Lowering line attachment strap.

4. What unit specific information is used to complete digits 2-7 of the TCN?  

The Unit Identification Code (UIC) will be utilized to complete digits 2-7.

5. Can used lithium batteries be shipped by military air?

Used lithium batteries may not be shipped by military air when other means of transportation are available.

6. Does the Air Force allow any hazardous material to be shipped in a QUADCON?

No hazardous materials may be shipped within the QUADCON

*********Blackhat Bonus***********
 What procedures must be taken if an A-series container weighs more than 350 pounds?
3 people will be utilized to push the A- series container out of the paratroop door.

         The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6851/9023.

Commander                            CPT Beaudoin

1SG                                         1SG Bennett

Jumpmaster committee chief

MSG Hankins

Tower Committee Chief

SFC Warner

AMO committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe, C

Free Fall Team Leader

SFC Beverly

ALL THE WAY!
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