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	SOFT LOOP CENTER PULL (SLCP) MIRPS: COMMANDER’S RESPONSIBILITIES
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Over the next several months, a modification to the Army’s MIRPS parachutes will gradually take place.  The intent of the modification is to eliminate the potential for cone-lock and provide added ripcord protection.  

Several changes will be apparent on inspection of the SLCP MIRPS.  The first such change is the modification and relocation of the ripcord assembly.  The ripcord assembly has been modified by separating and relocating the cable and adding a steel swaged ball.  The ripcord grip stow pocket is removed and a ripcord grip retainer and pile tape installed above the closing loops.  The cones have been replaced with closing loops and pack fasteners with grommets.  Additionally, the eyelets on the top panel have been moved to accommodate the ripcord grip and reinforcements have been made to the top and bottom panels to prevent wear.

Modified MIRPS will also have a data panel attached and has no impact on serviceability of the reserve parachute. SEE FIGURE 1 BELOW.
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FIGURE 1

This Modification Work Order (MWO 10-1670-269-55-1) was effective 31 August 2003 with a completion date of 30 August 2005.  This item is tentatively scheduled to be fielded this July.  

Currently 1200 MIRPS from the 82d Airborne Division have been modified and once ready for use will be issued to lines their numbers can support.  MIRPS (side pull) and SLCP MIRPS will not be issued to the same line.  Additionally, the ripcord grip insert will not be utilized with the SLCP MIRPS.

Commanders are responsible to ensure jumpers are familiar with the activation procedures for the SLCP MIRPS and jumpmasters are familiar with changes to sustained airborne training and the JMPI sequence.

Training for this item of equipment includes time for talk-throughs, demonstrations and practical applications under the unit’s Master Jumpmaster and Commander’s supervision until the tasks are executed to standard. It is critical that there be no confusion in the Jumpmaster’s mind as to how they will conduct JMPI on the SLCP MIRPS.

Commanders will allow time and resources for the training of all jumpers on proper activation of the SLCP MIRPS and ensure the training’s effectiveness.  It must be stressed that both types of reserve parachutes will be utilized until all have been modified.
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Jumpmasters must familiarize themselves with the updated JMPI sequence and pre-jump training.

Unit jumpmasters will ensure paratroopers are trained and proficient on the activation of the SLCP MIRPS.  Both types of reserve parachutes will be utilized until all have been modified.  
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Jumpmasters must modify their JMPI sequence to properly inspect the SLCP MIRPS.


The sequence will remain unchanged until the completion of the inspection of the safety wire on the inside of the connector snap and the transition of the right hand to the left end panel of the reserve parachute. SEE FIGURE 2 BELOW.
[image: image2.jpg]



FIGURE 2


Once the right hand is in place, the jumpmaster will remove the left hand and form a knife cutting edge, fingers extended and joined, palm facing the jumpmaster, fingers pointed downward and sweep one time from the jumper’s left to right behind the ripcord grip. Ensure the top left and right pack opening spring bands have not been misrouted over the ripcord grip. SEE FIGURE 3 BELOW.
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FIGURE 3

Form a fist with the index finger exposed and insert it into the ripcord grip retainer.  Ensure the ripcord grip is routed between the top panel and the rip cord grip retainer and not the ripcord grip retainer and the pile tape. SEE FIGURE 4 TOP RIGHT.
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FIGURE 4


Remove the left index finger and place it on the right steel swaged ball.  Inspect to ensure the steel swaged ball is present against the ripcord grip and not cracked or corroded. SEE FIGURE 5 BELOW.
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FIGURE 5


Form a pincher with the left index finger and thumb and trace the cable and locking pin from top to bottom ensuring the cable is routed over the pile tape and that the cable is not kinked, frayed or corroded, seating the locking pin as you trace. SEE FIGURE 6 BELOW.
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FIGURE 6

Inspect to ensure that the locking pin is not bent, cracked, or corroded and that it has been routed completely through the closing loop and not puncturing it.  Conduct a visual inspection of the closing loop to ensure it is not burned, cut or frayed, and that no canopy, suspension lines, or marquisette netting are visible. SEE FIGURE 7 BELOW.
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FIGURE 7


Remove the right hand and form a fist with the index finger exposed and place it on the steel swaged ball.  Inspect to ensure the steel swaged ball is present against the ripcord grip and not cracked or corroded. SEE FIGURE 8 BELOW.
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FIGURE 8

Form a pincher with the left index finger and thumb and trace the cable and locking pin from top to bottom ensuring the cable is routed over the pile tape and that the cable is not kinked, frayed or corroded, seating the locking pin as you trace. SEE FIGURE 9 TOP RIGHT.
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FIGURE 9

Inspect to ensure that the locking pin is not bent, cracked, or corroded and that it has been routed completely through the closing loop and not puncturing it.  Conduct a visual inspection of the closing loop to ensure it is not burned, cut or frayed, and that no canopy, suspension lines, or marquisette netting are visible. SEE FIGURE 10 BELOW.
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FIGURE 10


Remove both hands and place either hand on an end panel and with the other hand inspect the ripcord protector flap for the DA Form 3912 Army Parachute Log Record.  Ensure that the fingers are on top and thumb on bottom as you inspect. SEE FIGURE 11 BELOW.
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FIGURE 11

Continue with the inspection of the deployment assistance device and note the inspection of the pack opening spring bands be unchanged.  The only exceptions being you will inspect both top pack opening spring bands to ensure they have not been misrouted over the ripcord grip and you will not encounter the ripcord grip when inspecting the right pack opening spring band.
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Ripcord grip awareness is as important with the SLCP MIRPS as any other reserve parachute.  The procedure will be slightly different.  Either hand will be placed on the ripcord protector flap , fingers pointed downward, to prevent activation of the reserve parachute.  SEE FIGURES 12 AND 13 BELOW.
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FIGURE 12
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FIGURE 13
Jumpmasters must inform jumpers of a potential hazard and pay special attention to them as they unhook the universal static line (USL) snap hook.  The hazard is the accidental activation of the SLCP MIRPS by the USL snap hook.  As jumpers lift the USL and USL snap hook to unhook it from the top carrying handle, the USL snap hook can become lodged in the top carrying handle and activate the reserve parachute.  SEE FIGURE 14 BELOW.
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FIGURE 14
The potential also exists for night vision devices and other items worn around the neck to activate the reserve parachute.  Special attention should be given to these items.
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Pre-jump training must be conducted prior to any airborne operation, but will not be sufficient for those jumpers unfamiliar with the SLCP MIRPS.  Each and every jumper needs familiarization training on the item of equipment prior to donning at departure airfield.


The following is an addition to pre-jump training and both types of parachutes should be discussed until all have been modified since the jumpmaster team cannot be sure which type will be issued at parachute issue.

Activation of the Reserve Parachute: When jumping the SLCP MIRPS, you will activate the SLCP MIRPS utilizing the pull drop method.  Maintain a good tight body position.  With either hand grasp the ripcord grip.  Turn your head in either direction.  Pull up on the ripcord grip and drop it.  Your reserve parachute will active.  Ensure neither hand is in front of the reserve parachute as it deploys. SEE FIGURES 15 AND 16 ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE.
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FIGURE 15
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FIGURE 16
The remainder of pre-jump training will remain unchanged until all reserve parachutes have been modified.  At that time all references to ripcord grip protection by the right forearm will be omitted and the option will exist to protect the ripcord grip with either hand.

	ASK A JUMPMASTER


To test your JM and AMO knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne/air movement procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne/air movement procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP or RSOP and other airborne or air movement manuals.

     
Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer. The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1.  What is the exchange ratio for paperboard honeycomb on a SMJP?

2.  What is the currency after completing the Air Transportation of Hazardous Materials Course?

3.  What is the difference between the BA-18 and the BA-22 Parachutes?

4.  What FM do you refer to in order to find the amount of energy dissipating material for A-Series Containers?

5.  What are the proper marking and labeling requirements for fuel cans?

     ***********Jumpmaster Bonus***********

   
When jumping under artic conditions, how are the snow shoes attached to the parachute harness?


     **************** AMO Bonus ***************

   
How many passengers may be transported on the C-17 Globemaster III while utilizing the new Palletized Seating System?

	Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.


Here are the answers to last month’s Master Jumpmaster Update questions:

1.  Where is the HEPI placed for a daytime

     CARP drop? 500 YDS from the lead 

      edge of the drop zone.

2.  Packaging instructions are located where 

     on the SDDG? Key 17 of the SDDG.

3.  When exiting an A-Series container, who 

     must have ripcord grip insets? The 

     Jumpmaster and the Number One 

     Jumper.

4.  Spontaneously combustible materials are

     what class of hazardous materials? 

     Class 4.2.

5.  What markings must be present on the 

     body of a replacement D-ring for it to 

     consider it serviceable? A Dimple on the 

     screw pin head.

*********** Jumpmaster Bonus***********

What is the minimum size drop zone required for an airborne operation for 25 personnel utilizing both paratroop doors from 2 C-17s flying in staggered trail formation at night from 1500ft AGL? Width 850 YDS WIDTH / 1750 YDS LENGHT.
*************AMO Bonus**************

What four factors must be considered when stowing hazardous materials on an aircraft? 1. Compatibility of the Hazardous materials. 2. Accessibility of the materials while in flight. 3. Markings must be visible to the aircrew at all times. 4. Do not combine liquid hazards with foodstuff or any edible materials.

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the United States Army Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the United States Army Advanced Airborne School at (910) 396-6581/9023 or (910) 432-5601/5605 or email us at 82djumpmtrinst@bragg.army.mil 
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