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	Combat Light

SSG David Paradis

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


Utilized to safely lower the jumper’s individual weapon to the drop zone is the M1950 weapons case.  

There are three types of M1950 weapons cases that can be utilized:

M1950 Weapons Case 

SAW Modified M1950 Weapons Case 60MM Modified M1950 Weapons Case

The M1950 case is identifiable by a yellow lower tie-down strap. The SAW Modified M1950 weapons case is identifiable by a white lower tie-down strap and a 6 ½ inch extension to the closing flap. The 60MM Modified M1950 weapons case is identifiable by a blue lower tie-down strap and an 11 ¾ inch extension to the closing flap (Figure 1). Each type is authorized for use; however, the weapons or equipment that can be jumped in one type M1950 weapons case cannot be jumped in another type.

FIGURE 1

Prior to rigging the M1950 weapons case, you must ensure that the items of equipment to be placed inside are authorized for that type of M1950 weapons case.  

The 82nd Airborne Division ASOP, Edition 6 Chapter 9, pages 9-13 and 9-14 outline the specific configurations for the three types of M1950 weapons cases. 

For peacetime training, no ammunition of any kind can be jumped in any weapon. Blank or live ammunition for individual weapons will be secured in ammunition pouches, inside the  ALICE pack or taped to the sling of the weapon, with the ammunition end towards the butt of the weapon.  When jumping the M249 SAW, a 30 round magazine may be attached to the center of the left side of the butt stock with 7 or 8 turns of 1 inch wide masking tape. Ensure the feeding end of the magazine is towards the rear of the weapon. No ammunition drums or ammunition belts are authorized to be jumped inside the SAW Modified M1950 weapons case. Individual weapons will be jumped with loaded magazines in combat.

The M1950 weapons case may be jumped as a tandem load or as a single item of equipment, properly referred to as “combat light”. 
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To properly rig the M1950 weapons case to [image: image10.wmf] 

be jumped and lowered as a single item of equipment, first attach the quick release snap to the quick release link. The quick release link does not get routed through the V – ring. Ensure the opening gate faces away from the M1950 weapons case.
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Configure the HPT lowering line so the ejector snap feeds from the same end of the retainer flap as the looped end, HPT lowering line (Figure 2).  

FIGURE 2

Route the looped end, HPT lowering line, from top to bottom, through the V – ring. Then route the entire HPT lowering line through the looped end, HPT lowering line and form a tight girth hitch.
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Route the HPT lowering line to the lowering line stow pocket by the most direct means (figure 3). Place it inside the lowering line stow pocket ensuring the ejector snap feeds from the top portion of the lowering line stow pocket. Secure the lift fastener or the securing tabs (Figure 4).

FIGURE 3
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FIGURE 4
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On the nylon duck M1950 Weapons Case, if the HPT Lowering Line cannot fit in the lowering line stow pocket, secure it in place with the securing tab on the outside of the lowering line stow pocket (Figure 5).
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FIGURE 5

When rigging the Modified M1950 weapons cases, the HPT lowering line will not fit inside the lowering line stow pocket because of the extension to the closing flap.

 Instead, you must secure the HPT lowering line to the Modified M1950 weapons cases by means of masking tape. 

To properly rig the Modified M1950 weapons cases, you must secure a HPT lowering line in its normal configuration. With the ejector snap feeding from the opposite end of the retainer flap as the looped end, HPT lowering line (Figure 6). 
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FIGURE 6

Route the looped end, HPT lowering line, from top to bottom, through the V – ring. Then route the entire HPT lowering line through the looped end, HPT lowering line and form a tight girth hitch.

Place the HPT lowering line to the left (or the trail side as worn by the jumper) of the quick release link and the V – ring. Ensure the ejector snap feeds towards the top of the Modified M1950 weapons case. Secure the HPT lowering line to the Modified M1950 weapons case with two turns of 1 inch wide masking tape in two locations. Two turns will go just below the quick release link and two turns just above the upper set of adjusting strap connectors (Figure 7).
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Figure 7

The M1950 Weapons Case must be inspected at manifest call to ensure that it is serviceable and properly rigged. Once Hollywood JMPI has been completed on the jumper, the Jumpmaster will then conduct a technical inspection to ensure any rigging deficiencies have been corrected. 

There is no specific sequence for the technical inspection. Then attach the M1950 Weapon Case to the jumper and attach the ejector snap, hook pile tape lowering line to the accessory attaching ring, the triangle link or to the left “D” ring as the outermost item of equipment.

Once this is complete, the jumpmaster will then ensure the lower tie down strap is serviceable, then route it around the jumper’s leg and secure it. Regardless of what paratroop door the jumper is exiting from, the lower tie down strap will be secured to the left leg.

	Departure Airfield Control Officer

SFC James R. Belanger Jr. 

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


What is the purpose of the Departure Airfield Control Officer, or what is commonly referred to as the DACO?   

The DACO is the Airborne Commander’s representative at the departure airfield. The DACO is responsible for the safe and efficient out load of personnel and equipment. The DACO works for the Division Ground Liaison Officer (GLO). 

To perform the duties of the DACO, you must be a:

1.   Current and qualified jumpmaster.

2.   SGT or above for routine proficiency jumps.

3.   SSG or above for tactical airborne operations

4.   Must have assisted the DACO at least once.

The DACO will report any changes of times, missions or aircraft status immediately to G-3 Air, DZSO, and the unit jumping. Attend all joint weather decisions. Ensure the results of the weather decisions are reported to the DZSO, Airborne Commander or Division SDO, as well as all units concerned.

When the Jumpmaster team(s) report to departure airfield, the DACO will brief the jumpmasters on any changes in load times, parking plans, aircraft status, drop zone conditions, parachute issue, pack shed usage. They must also give the safeties the serious incident brief and have them sign the roster. 

The DACO will Receive all jumpers and equipment left on board the aircraft, especially towed parachutists or jump refusals. If there is a jump refusal, the DACO will conduct JMPI on the jumper in the presence of a current qualified Rigger. Additionally, the Rigger will conduct a technical inspection of the jumper’s equipment. A statement must be written identifying any discrepancies in the jumper’s equipment. Safeties, Riggers and the Jump Refusal must write a sworn statement. 

For operations involving 5 or more aircraft, report aircraft departures to the G-3 Air and DZSO. Turn in a complete and accurate Strike report, Flash report, Red / Amber light exit report and a Serious Incident report to the GLO and DIV G-3 AIR/ DIV SDO or the Division Emergency Operations Cell (EOC). Ensure safeties police the aircraft and the departure airfield. DACO is released from duties by the GLO. 

As the DACO, you need to ensure everyone has current and up to date information. Don’t let the Airborne Commander make a decision based on unverified information. 

	The 463L Pallet System

SSG(P) Robert Williams

AMO Instructor


Recently, many units have configured equipment on the 463L system, only to find out that the 463L system was unserviceable. The purpose of this newsletter is to address the inspection criteria for the 463L system and to explain the component parts of the system.  TO 35D33-2-2-2 can be used to assist you with the inspection of the 463L system and pallet build up. First, let us begin by explaining what the 463L pallet system is.

The 463L pallet system is made up of the HCU-6/E air cargo pallet (Figure 8). This pallet is commonly referred to as a 463L pallet. It has component parts of the HCU-7/E side net, the HCU-15/C top net, and the CGU-1/B cargo tie down device. 

FIGURE 8

Each of these items must be inspected for serviceability prior to use. You must ensure that the side nets (Figure 9a) and top net (Figure 9b) are free of mold, mildew, and are not excessively worn, torn, or frayed. The opening gates on the attaching hooks must not be excessively corroded or show signs of distortion.
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FIGURE 9a
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FIGURE 9b


The HCU-6/E air cargo pallet must also be inspected.  The top skin of the HCU-6/E air cargo pallet must be inspected for serviceability. You must check to ensure that the skin to rail bond has no separation and that the top skin has no holes in it. 

Pallets with minor dents, gouges, and scratches may be used as long as the surface of the skin has not been penetrated. 
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Also, check for excessive rust on the pallets, especially on the 22 steel tie down rings (figure 10a). When inspecting the steel tie down rings, ensure that each is secured to the pallet by 3 rivets. All of the steel tie down rings must be present for the pallet to be serviceable. 

Last, but not least, check the outer locking lips on the pallet (Figure 10b). You must ensure these are not bent, excessively corroded, or distorted. This is important because this is the portion of the 463L pallet that will slide into the dual rail system of the aircraft. 
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FIGURE 10

The CGU-1/B tie down devices will not be provided to you at the pallet yard, they must be purchased by the unit. Ensure that you inspect them for serviceability.  Inspect for any cuts, tears or frays, dirt grease or oil; and ensure the stitching is not excessively broken or missing.  Ensure the ratchet-tightening device is not bent, distorted out of shape, rusted, cracked or corroded (Figure 11). 

FIGURE 11

The pallet yard is maintained by 406th GSC from 1st COSCOM located at the intersection of Gorham and Pratt Streets. When drawing 463L pallet systems you may contact 406th GSC at 396-4769. 

Bear in mind, these pallets are often exposed to the elements for many months at a time. The time to conduct these inspections is not when you are loading equipment on to the surface of the pallet, but when you draw the necessary items at the pallet yard. Conducting this inspection when you draw the equipment will allow you to identify unserviceable equipment. This will prevent your cargo from being frustrated at the departure airfield and allow your unit to proceed with its air movement.     

	Learn to Free-Fall!!

SSG Will Fleming

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM LEADER


     
First Jump Courses are held the first Tuesday of each month and continue through Friday from 1800 to 2100, and SKYDIVE on Saturday at RAEFORD DZ.  Call 396-9989 and reserve your slot TODAY!

Initial fee is $200.00 and includes:

$138.50 Training Fee

$25 For Annual Membership 82d Freefall Activity

$10 Monthly Dues

$11 for 45 day United States Parachuting Association Membership

$9 for Logbook

$6.50 for goggles

Students pay for jumps as they go.  The following are the jumps required for free fall progression and their cost:

Lift Fees:

5-Static Lines at 3500 ft.

$12.00 ea.

1-5 sec free falls at 3500 ft.
$12.00 ea.

2-10 sec free falls at 4500ft 
$12.00 ea.

2-15 sec free falls at 5500 ft
$12.00 ea.

2-30 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

3-45 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

Gear rental is $15.00 a day and $25.00 a weekend.

	Reenlistment Tandems

SSG Will Fleming

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM LEADER


     
Due to recent deployments, reenlistment tandems are currently unavailable. Any questions please contact the All-American Freefall Team POC SSG Fleming at 910-396-2776.

	Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.


	JUMPMASTER’S INPUT WANTED


Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?  If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration. 


The Deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the Advanced Airborne School or e-mail the article to us at our web site above.

	ASK A JUMPMASTER


     
To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals. 

Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1. The AN/PRC-127/ICOM and 

IMBITR radio may be jumped on the LCE, however, you must do what?

2. Are jumpers authorized to wear gloves?

3. What are the only vehicles authorized at the PI at drop time?

4. What is the maximum number of pallets that may be stacked on top of each other for air shipment?

5. What is the purpose of a Service Focal Point?

****** Jumpmaster Bonus ******
 What does JA/ATT stand for?  
****** AMO Bonus ******
What does the “ISU” in isu-90 stand for?

Here are the answers to last month’s quiz:

1. What is the minimal size of a 

drop zone for 1 jumper and 1 aircraft?

400 yards X 400 yards

2. What is the maximum number of 

wires that can be frayed on the anchor line cable? No more than three broken wires per inch, per strand, are allowed providing no more than six broken wires exist in a one inch of running length of cable.  The maximum number of broken wires shall not occur in any two consecutive inches of cable.  

3. What is the minimum height for the

ladder used on the ladder detail? 12 feet
4. What is the meaning of ORM-D? Other
Regulated Material-Domestic 
5. Who should you request to speak to
(emergency contact phone number) in the event of an emergency with Class 1 Hazardous Material? The watch officer
6. What are the segregation requirements
for a Class 2.2 and Class 3? No restrictions apply
****** Jumpmaster Bonus ******
What is the correct height for the Steiner aid? 15 feet  
****** AMO Bonus ******

What is the difference between DOT-E 7573 and DOT-E 9232? 

DOT-E 7573 and DOT-E 9232 both  deal with hazardous Materials via AMC Commercial Aircraft, however, DOT-E 9232 is utilized during a declared national emergency. 

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.

Commander

      CPT Beaudoin

     1SG

  
      1SG Hankins

Jumpmaster Committee Chief

SFC Warner, D.

Tower Committee Chief

SFC Duchatelier, A.

AMO Committee Chief

SFC Francis, R.

Free Fall Team Leader

SSG Fleming

ALL THE WAY!
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