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	Drop Zone / Assault Zone Request Procedures

SSG Allan Kerrick

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR



If your unit would like to conduct an off-post airborne operation, it must be requested and approved through Division G3 Air. A current Drop Zone Survey is also required and the request must be submitted 120 days prior to the date of the operation. The Division G3 Air has a list of surveyed off-post drop zones.  Additionally, for drop zones on civilian property, a written land use agreement must be obtained before the drop zone can be approved.

Units requesting an off-post airborne operation are required to ensure that the drop zone has been surveyed, and the Drop Zone Survey is current.  To do this, unit Air Officers/NCOs should reference the Assault Zone Availability Report (AZAR), which is maintained at G3 Air.  If the drop zone is not current, the unit should first check with G3 Air.  Some Drop Zone surveys can be waivered, allowing a unit to conduct their operation with an otherwise uncurrent survey.  If this is not the case, the unit must also submit a survey request, which must be submitted at least 120 days prior to the operation.


If a drop zone is selected which does not appear in the AZAR, the unit must complete the survey request in full and it must state whether the unit has obtained permission to conduct the exercise.  Any other information relating to the area being used as a drop zone should also be stated, such as:

1. Nearest facility for airland of aircraft (name, title and phone number of the individual contacted for authority to land).

2. Medical facility for MEDEVAC and hospital support.

3. Communications capabilities (for FLASH Report).

4. If the drop is to be made on civilian-owned land or on a non-DOD government reservation, written permission from the owner/agency must be attached to the request.

5. Air space clearance from the Federal Aviation Administration or the local range control agency.

6. Facilities available for storing and/or repacking of air items.

7. Wind historical data for time and date of drop.

8. Any other pertinent information.

Finally, it is recommended that a DZSO qualified Army representative (preferably from the unit submitting the request) accompany the STS when the drop zone is surveyed.  This serves the purpose of both a ground reconnaissance by the unit and an Army evaluation of the proposed drop zone.

	To JMPI or Not to JMPI…

SSG Jorge Avalos

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


 Imagine yourself at Departure Airfield waiting to load the aircraft during large package week. Unfortunately, you have to wait longer than expected, because the aircraft you’re waiting on is temporarily down for maintenance. Your jumpers have been JMPI’d with combat equipment at least an hour ago. You’re finally told that you have an aircraft to load, but instead of a C-17 Globemaster III, you now have a C-130 Hercules. Your jumpers’ parachutes are configured for a C-17 Globemaster III. What happens next? Do the jumpers turn in the parachutes and draw new ones, or does the jump get scratched?

Well, the answer is neither. Nine times out of ten, you’re only going to have the parachutes that were drawn for that airborne operation, plus 10%.  You’re not going to have the time to de-rig your jumpers, re-issue main and reserve parachutes, rig your jumpers, and JMPI them.  For this exact reason, the Army adopted the Universal Static Line and the Universal Static Line Snap Hook. The Universal Static Line can be configured for use with the C-130 Hercules and other aircraft that require a 15 foot Universal Static Line, or the C-17 Globemaster III, which requires a 20 foot Universal Static Line. This can be done by means of adding or removing the 5 Foot Universal Static Line Extension. 

The 5 Foot Universal Static Line Extension is girth-hitched to the Universal Static Line. This can only be done by a rigger and can be done without having to get the jumper out of the parachute harness. 

The rigger will have to remove the Universal Static Line from the static line stow bars and, depending on the aircraft, either add or remove the 5 Foot Universal Static Line Extension.  Then the rigger must re-attach the Universal Static Line to the static line stow bars. Once the Universal Static Line is stowed on the pack tray, the rigger will then attach the Universal Static Line Snap Hook to the right outer static line stow bar.  This also informs the Jumpmaster(s) that the jumper needs to be re-inspected.

If exiting from a C-17 Globemaster III, the 5 foot Universal Static Line Extension must be used. The Jumpmaster will ensure that the girth hitch is centered between the ninth and tenth stows (1st stows on the left and right inner static line stow bars). If it is not, a rigger must fix it, or the parachute must be turned in. The Jumpmaster will also ensure there are 2 stows of Universal Static Line on both the left and the right outer static line stow bars and that the last stow of Universal Static Line is routed from the right outer static line stow bar down to the pack closing tie. When routing the Universal Static Line over either shoulder of the jumper, the first stow on the left inner static line stow bar will not be removed. 

If transitioning from a C-130 hercules to a C-17 Globemaster III, the 5 Foot Universal Static Line Extension must be added to the Universal Static Line:

1. The Universal Static Line is removed from the static line stow bars down to the pack closing tie, this is the only step that may be done by the Jumpmaster.

2. The Universal Static Line Snap Hook is then removed from the Universal Static Line.

3. The 5 Foot Universal Static Line Extension is girth hitched to the Upper Looped Portion Universal Static Line.

4. The Universal Static Line is then attached to the 1st stow which is on the right outer static line bar.

5. The Rigger then stows the Universal Static Line to the rest of the static line stow bars ensuring that the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th stows are on the outer static line stow bars.

6. The girth hitch is then centered between the ninth and tenth stow.

7. Finally, the Universal Static Line snap hook is attached to the Upper Looped Portion 5 Foot Universal Static Line Extension, then connected to the right outer static line stow bar. 

If exiting from a C-130 Hercules, the 5 Foot Universal Static Line Extension will not be used. The Jumpmaster will ensure that there is only 1 stow of Universal Static Line on both the left and the right outer static line bars and that the last stow of Universal Static Line is routed from the right outer static line stow bar down to the pack closing tie. When routing the Universal Static Line over either shoulder of the jumper, the first stow on the left inner static line stow bar will be removed. Any unused retainer bands should be removed from the pack tray.

If transitioning from a C-17 Globemaster III to a C-130 Hercules, the 5 Foot Universal Static Line Extension must be removed from the Universal Static Line:

1. The Universal Static Line is removed from the static line stow bars down to the pack closing tie.

2. The Universal Static Line Snap Hook is removed from the Upper Looped Portion 5 Foot Universal Static Line Extension.

3. The 5 Foot Universal Static Line Extension is removed from the upper looped portion Universal Static Line.

4. The Universal Static Line is then attached to the 1st stow which is on the right outer static line bar.

5. The Rigger then stows the Universal Static Line to the rest of the static line stow bars ensuring that the 2nd stow is on the left outer static line stow bar.

6. Finally, the Universal Static Line Snap Hook is attached to the upper looped portion Universal Static Line, then connected to the right outer static line stow bar. 

Now that the parachute on the jumper is reconfigured for the appropriate aircraft, the only inspection that needs to be done is an inspection of the Universal Static Line Snap Hook and the Universal Static Line.  The Jumpmaster will inspect starting at the Universal Static Line Snap Hook and end at the pack closing tie.  This inspection does not have to be done by the same Jumpmaster who previously JMPI’d the jumper.

With the 5 Foot Universal Static Line Extension:

1. Prior to removing the USL Snap Hook from the right outer static line stow bar, the Jumpmaster will inspect the girth hitch and insure that the Upper Looped Portion Universal Static Line is not cut, burned or excessively frayed and insure the Cotton Buffer on the 5 Foot Universal Static Line Extension is not cut, torn or excessively frayed and that the girth hitch is centered between the ninth and tenth stows. 

2. Inspect the girth hitch on the Universal Static Line Snap Hook to ensure it is facing to the jumpers right.

3. Insure that there are two stows on both the left and the right outer static line stow bars and that the last stow of Universal Static Line is routed from the right outer static line stow bar down to the pack closing tie.

4. Remove the Universal Static Line Snap Hook from the right outer static line stow bar and attach it to the top carrying handle on the reserve parachute ensuring that the first stow is not removed. 

5. Inspect the Universal Static Line and Universal Static Line Snap Hook only, using the JMPI sequence. When you reach the girth hitch between the Universal Static Line and the 5 Foot Universal Static Line Extension, bypass it since it was already inspected before starting, insure once again that it is centered between the ninth and tenth stow.

6. Then continue with the normal sequence of inspection until you reach the pack closing tie.

Without the 5 Foot Universal Static Line Extension:

1. Prior to removing the USL Snap Hook from the right outer static line stow bar inspect the girth hitch on the USL Snap Hook to ensure it is facing to the jumpers right.

2. Remove the USL Snap Hook from the right outer static line stow bar and attach it to the top carrying handle on the reserve parachute ensuring that the first stow is removed.

3. Inspect the Universal Static Line and the Universal Static Line Snap Hook only, using the JMPI sequence.

This method is only authorized for use when necessary to implement a bump plan. Depending on time available, the Airborne Commander is the deciding authority on whether jumpers get JMPI’d again or if the Universal Static Line only gets inspected. If given ample warning and time permits, all jumpers must be JMPI’d completely. 

	INTRANSIT VISIBILITY AND YOU

SSG David Henry

AIR MOVEMENT OPERATIONS INSTRUCTOR


Intransit Visibility is the ability to track the identity, status, and location of a unit’s cargo and passengers from origin to destination during peace, contingencies, and wartime operations.  How the Army achieves Intransit Visibility (ITV) is by using a system known as the Transportation Coordinator Command and Control Information System (TCACCIS). The Unit Mobility Officer (UMO) must input all of the unit’s equipment into the Automated Unit Equipment List (AUEL).  The AUEL must be kept current by the UMO.  

Once the unit has received a deployment warning order the UMO will transfer the equipment it will take from the AUEL to the Deployment Equipment List (DEL).  After the equipment has been input to the DEL it is assigned a Transportation Control Number (TCN).  The TCN is a 17 digit alphanumeric code that is specifically assigned to a piece of equipment.  No two pieces of cargo may have the same TCN.  

The Installation Transportation Office (ITO) will print a military shipping label for each piece of cargo.  On the military shipping label will be the type of equipment, point of origin, destination, gross weight, and the TCN.  The TCN will be entered into the Global Transportation Network (GTN) by the aerial port squadron at the departure airfield.  The GTN will give commanders and deployment officers the ability to track equipment and personnel, by unit, chalk, or individual.

During the past year there has been an increase in unit deployments.  This has caused a reoccurring problem of duplicated TCN’s.  There are many reasons for this.  One reason is several deployments by the same unit, transporting the same equipment in a very short period of time.  A problem that has been identified is that once a TCN has been entered into the GTN it can take up to 90 days after the cargo has arrived at the final destination for the TCN to be dropped from the system.  Therefore, if the unit is to deploy to another area within this 90-day window it may very well be assigned a duplicate TCN from the last movement.

 The problem is not usually recognized until the unit is preparing to load the aircraft and the TCN is being input into the GTN.  The GTN will kick out the TCN as a duplicate and not allow that cargo to be transported.  To continue the loading process the UMO must replace that TCN.  In the past it has required the UMO to return to the ITO for a new military shipping label reflecting the new TCN.  This was causing major delays at the departure airfield.  

The solution to avoiding the delays is to make a change to the TCN on both the military shipping label and to the GTN.  The change that must be made is to character 16 of the TCN.  Characters 16 and 17 of the TCN are normally XX.  The change is to character 16 and will be one other letter of the alphabet, i.e.: AX, BX, and etc. This change may be made by the UMO. 
The above problem as well as many other problems that occur during an outload of a unit is reduced by the experience of the UMO.  The more experience UMOs have the better prepared they are to rectify or avoid altogether most problems at the departure airfield. To ensure a smooth outload process Commanders should assign competent NCOs and Officers to the movement team and keep them in place for at least a year.  Having two UMOs per unit will also benefit the deployment process.  Have the assistant UMO leave as advance party to receive incoming shipments and have the UMO as the last person to leave.  Doing this will ensure that all items are shipped and that the loading of cargo is supervised by the UMO.   
	Reenlistment Tandems

SFC Neal Beverly

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM LEADER


The All-American Free Fall Team is prepared to offer a Tandem Parachute jump as a reenlistment option for 1st term soldiers who reenlist PDA and remain in the 82d Airborne Division.  

Troopers will have up to one year after their reenlistment date to complete their tandem jump. Tandem Jumping is a great way to experience the thrill of freefall skydiving with the safety of being attached to an expert parachutist.  

If you choose to participate, some training will be required.  The entire event will only take a few hours of training to actually jump.

 Any questions, please contact your Battalion Reenlistment NCO or the All-American Freefall Team POC SSG Fleming at 910-396-2776.

	Learn to Free-Fall!!

SFC Neal Beverly

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM LEADER


First Jump Courses are held the first Tuesday of each month and continue through Friday from 1800 to 2100, and SKYDIVE on Saturday at RAEFORD DZ.  Call 396-9989 and reserve your slot TODAY!

Initial fee is $200.00 and includes:

$138.50 Training Fee

$25 For Annual Membership 82d Freefall Activity

$10 Monthly Dues

$11 for 45 day United States Parachuting Association Membership

$9 for Logbook

$6.50 for goggles

Students pay for jumps as they go.  The following are the jumps required for free fall progression and their cost:

Lift Fees:

5-Static Lines at 3500 ft.

$12.00 ea.

1-5 sec free falls at 3500 ft.
$12.00 ea.

2-10 sec free falls at 4500ft 
$12.00 ea.

2-15 sec free falls at 5500 ft
$12.00 ea.

2-30 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

3-45 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

Gear rental is $15.00 a day and $25.00 a weekend.

	Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.


	JUMPMASTER’S INPUT WANTED


Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?   If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration.

The Deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the Advanced Airborne School or e-mail the article to us at our web site above.

	ASK A JUMPMASTER


To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals. 

Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1. What are the minimum and maximum weights of an A-series container?

2. For in-flight rigging on all Air Force Aircraft, when should rigging commence?

3. When jumping the AT-4JP as a single item of equipment, what item of equipment will be utilized with the Hook Pile Tape Lowering Line?

4. What unit specific information makes up digits 2-7 of the TCN?

5. Can used lithium batteries be shipped by military air?

6. Does the Air Force allow any hazardous material to be shipped in a QUADCON?

*********Blackhat Bonus***********
 What procedures must be taken if an A-series container weighs more than 360 pounds?
Here are the answers to last month’s quiz:
1.  What are the Jumpmaster’s actions upon identifying a towed parachutist?  Immediately cease the operation, move the remainder of the stick away from the paratroop door and identify what the jumper is being towed by.

2. What are the three safety features of the quick release assembly on the A-21 Cargo Bag?  The safety fork and lanyard, turn to unlock and strike/press to release.

3. Who are the three personnel utilized to jump the 60MM Mortar Weapons System?  The gunner, assistant gunner and ammunition bearer.

4. When moving 22 passengers on Air Force aircraft is it necessary to have a baggage pallet? Yes

5. As a certified load planner is it necessary to be concerned with the lateral balance of the aircraft? No

6. What is the maximum amount of passengers that can be carried on the KC-10A EXTENDER in the CODE D configuration? A maximum of 69.  For JA/ATT missions the maximum is 65.

********Blackhat  Bonus***********
What does MOLLE stands for?

Modular Lightweight Load Carrying Equipment

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.

Commander

      CPT Beaudoin

1SG

  
1SG Bennett

Jumpmaster Committee Chief

SFC Hankins

Tower Committee Chief

SFC Warner

AMO Committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe, C.

Free Fall Team Leader

SSG Fleming

ALL THE WAY!
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