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The Facts on Basic Airborne Refresher

SFC David Hunt

TOWER COMMITTEE CHIEF

           This is to clarify some shortcomings that occur at Basic Airborne Refresher. The first shortcoming that I would like to discuss is the report time. During my time down at the Advanced Airborne School, I have conducted numerous Basic Airborne Refresher classes. Just like other instructors, when I arrive at the school, I see jumpers standing around at Tower #1 (that is the tower at the corner of Spooner and Taylor). When they are asked what they are doing there, they reply that they are there for Basic Airborne Refresher. This is usually about 0545 in the morning. 

          Normally, the jumpers have different reasons why they are there. The most common reason given is that they do not know that Basic Airborne Refresher does not start until 0800 hrs. Normally the chain of command has sent them down at that time. 

          Also students say that they want to make sure that they get into the class because they think that it’s a first come first serve basis. Basic Airborne Refresher does not start until 0800 hrs on the mornings designated. That is when the jumper/student signs in at the podium at Tower #1. There is no first come first serve, we will train everyone that shows up for the training regardless if they show up at 0545 or 0755. 

           Now lets discuss training. The only way that a jumper can train for Basic Airborne Refresher is to have serviceable equipment. That means that the jumper should have their equipment inspected by their chain of command prior to attending the training. At 0900,  the Instructors will give a briefing and start inspecting equipment. If the jumper has unserviceable equipment, they will be pulled out of the formation and placed in the bleachers to try and fix the equipment. If the jumper is unable to fix or replace that piece of equipment within the allotted time, they will be signed out and sent back to their unit. So to alleviate this problem, the chain of command (preferably a Jumpmaster) should ensure that the jumper’s equipment is inspected and serviceable prior to coming down to the school. 

          So now that we know the problems and how to correct them, let’s talk about the equipment. Normally the jumpers show up with the right equipment, but seem to have a problem with the amount of equipment in the Alice Pack. The Alice Pack does not have to be heavy, but needs to be packed with enough equipment so that the jumper can properly rig it. This includes filling outer accessory pouches.  Remember that Basic Airborne Refresher is just that, “Basic Airborne Refresher”. We do not supply air items or equipment for the jumper. We simply give the jumper the knowledge they need to successfully rig equipment and exit an aircraft while in flight. 

          The jumper’s chain of command is responsible for inspecting the jumpers’ equipment and letting them know that they do not need to show up until 0800 hrs on the morning designated  for Basic Airborne Refresher.

Reasons for attending the 82D ABN DIV Jumpmaster Refresher Course

SSG Stephanie Buffaloe

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


There are some misconceptions on whether a Jumpmaster needs to attend Jumpmaster Refresher or not.  To put it simply, any one that has PCS’d to the 82D Airborne Division needs to attend or if you are in the 82D Airborne Division and attended a Jumpmaster Course other than the one taught at the Advanced Airborne School.  

To explain the criteria in more detail, here are examples that might pertain to certain Jumpmasters.

A. If attended Ft. Benning, GA Jumpmaster School, 1st SOCOM (Special Operations Command) Jumpmaster School , STS (Special Tactics Squadron) Jumpmaster School or any other approved Jumpmaster School other than the 82D Airborne Division AAS Jumpmaster Course, and has PCS’d, or is assigned to, the 82D Airborne Division.

B. If attended a Jumpmaster MTT Course, even if conducted by the  82D Airborne Division AAS Jumpmaster School and has PCS’d to the 82D Airborne Division. 

C. If novice rated and has not performed the duties of the Assistant Jumpmaster within 180 days to remain current.

D. If Senior or Master rated and has not performed the duties of either the Safety or Assistant Jumpmaster within 180 days to remain current.

E. After successfully completing the 82D Airborne Division AAS Jumpmaster Refresher Course and has not performed 1 Safety and 1 Assistant Jumpmaster within 180 days to become current.

F. Graduated from the 82D Airborne Division AAS Jumpmaster Course and failed to perform the duties of and meet the requirements of 2 Safeties and 1 Assistant Jumpmaster within 180 days to become current.

When successfully completing Jumpmaster Refresher training given by the 82D Airborne Division Advanced Airborne School, you must safety once and assist once within 180 days from the date specified to be considered current.  Failure to meet this requirement will result in re-attending Jumpmaster Refresher training regardless of the circumstances.


Point of Contact for any Jumpmaster Refresher questions is the Tower Committee Chief, SFC Hunt at 396-9023/6581.   

AMO is Not the AMMO Course

SSG Russell Francis

AMO INSTRUCTOR

“ I did not know what AMO was.”  “ I thought this course would authorize me to operate a range.”  “I was told to be here, and I don’t know why.”  These are only a few of the statements heard from students at inprocessing for the Air Movement Operations Course.  Given the mission of today’s Army these statements are a bit disheartening.  Unless we plan to deploy with personnel only, or fight our battle somewhere between the North  or South American Continental borders, we must be familiar with Air Movement Operations.  All of the afore mentioned comments are clarified for students by the end of day one at the AMO Course.  Self-admission is that  I too was once one of these individuals. Before an AMO instructor I was an AMO student, naïve to all the different policies and procedures that must be adhered to for a successful deployment.  Although in depth explanations are too great for one article, hopefully this article will alleviate some of these questions.

     The Air Movement Operations Course is a two-week course divided into three phases; Hazardous Materials, Cargo Preparation and Load planning.  Upon successful completion of the course a graduate is able to properly identify, document, certify, prepare, and ship their unit’s cargo and equipment by military air.  Although completion of this course only qualifies an individual to do this for the unit they are assigned to, there is a catch.  The Battalion Commander can sign a memorandum, which will enable these actions to be performed at the battalion level.  As an example, a company level graduate who has a memorandum signed by a Battalion Commander is authorized to certify any hazardous material within the battalion.  This has major benefits in the “Team Air Concept”, but that is a topic within itself.  With the requirements of our N-hour sequence it became evident that the XVIII Airborne Corp needed a means of qualifying Movement Operation Course with the primary function of graduating these individuals. These are individuals who are fully capable of assisting their unit in out load of personnel and equipment, and this by the authority of TM 38-250 and 621st AMOG.

     No, the AMO course will not certify you to run a range.  It will educate you to the requirements for you to properly transport your class 1 explosives to the range.  Although the main emphasis is movement of units by military air, the requirements for the basic transportation of  your hazardous materials is addressed.  The certification the AMO course provides will equip you, the user, with the ability to certify hazardous material.  Hazardous Material is defined by the Transportations’ 49th Code of Federal Regulations (49 CFR) as “a substance or material, which has been determined by the Secretary of Transportation to be capable of posing unreasonable risk to health, safety, and property when transported in commerce.”  Unless the material is forbidden, anything may be shipped as long as the appropriate preparation and documentation has been done and accompany the shipment.  An AMO graduate will possess the knowledge and ability to successfully accomplish this mission.

     Each and every unit should have a unit Air Movement representative IAW the 82nd Airborne Division RSOP, Vol. I.  Whether it is an Officer or a Noncommissioned Officer, this person is aware of all the units’ hazardous material and the different requirements involved with the arrival of these materials into any theater of operations.  This is indeed a formidable task for one person and it is highly advisable that a unit exceeds the minimal requirement of one representative.  This will also be beneficial to your unit with the constant movement of personnel. It also assists in the team air concept, which once again a topic within itself.  Not to mention, it is a Fort Bragg Policy that is order to ship any vehicles and/or equipment out of Pope AFB you must be  a graduate of the Air Movement Operations Course.

     We have hopefully interjected some clarity about the Air Movement Operations Course, and hopefully there is no doubt our future students will arrive mentally prepared.

Reenlistment Tandems

SSG Tommy Sullivan

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM LEADER

The All-American Freefall Team is prepared to offer a Tandem Parachute jump as a reenlistment option for 1st term soldiers who reenlist PDA and remain in the 82d Airborne Division.  Troopers will have up to one year after their reenlistment date to complete their tandem jump. Tandem Jumping is a great way to experience the thrill of freefall skydiving with the safety of being attached to an expert parachutist.  If you choose to participate, some training will be required.  The entire event will only take a few hours of training to actually jump. Any questions, please contact your Battalion Reenlistment NCO or the All-American Freefall Team POC SSG Sullivan at 910-396-2776.

Learn to Free-Fall!!

SSG Neal Beverly

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL MANAGER

First Jump Courses are held the first Tuesday of each month and continue through Friday from 1800 to 2100, and SKYDIVE on Saturday at RAEFORD DZ.  Call 396-9989 and reserve your slot TODAY!

Initial fee is $200.00 and includes:

$138.50 Training Fee

$25 For Annual Membership 82d Freefall Activity

$10 Monthly Dues

$11 for 45 day United States Parachuting Association Membership

$9 for Logbook

$6.50 for goggles

Students pay for jumps as they go.  The following are the jumps required for free fall progression and their cost:

Lift Fees:

5-Static Lines at 3500 ft.

$12.00 ea.

1-5 sec free fall at 3500 ft.
$12.00 ea.

2-10 sec free falls at 4500ft 
$12.00 ea.

2-15 sec free falls at 5500 ft
$12.00 ea.

2-30 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

3-45 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

Gear rental is $15.00 a day and $25.00 a weekend.
Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.

JUMPMASTER’S INPUT WANTED

Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?   If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration.  

The Deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the Advanced Airborne School or e-mail the article to us at our web site above.

ASK A JUMPMASTER


To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals.  Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1. What were the modifications made to the harness single point release?

2. Under what authority in TM 38-250 must Commanders sign a memorandum for authorization of certifying officials?

3. What type of parachute will be utilized when exiting an A-series container?

4. What are the area placarding requirements for aircraft in a designated restricted, posted, and traffic controlled parking or loading and unloading area?

5. When jumping the AN/PRC 126 radio where is it placed?

    *********Blackhat  Bonus***********

What unit discovered that the unserviceable pull the dot fastener with tab would break during airborne operations?

Here are the answers to last month’s quiz:

1. Can the M240B Machine Gun’s spare barrel and bag be jumped in the M1950 Weapons Case with a M4 Carbine?  No 
2. What does the 1 and 2 designator in 3H1 and 3H2 mean?

1 - removable head

2 - non-removable head 

3. How many pounds of pressure does it take to activate the canopy release assembly?  15 lbs.   
4. Must excepted quantities of  

Hazardous materials be certified with an SDDG?  No

5.
With the change in the  exiting procedures, has the routing of the adjustable leg straps changed?  No

*********Blackhat Bonus***********

What gives the pack tray its stiffness, and why is it there?

Two plies of Type II Ballistic Cloth, to protect the jumpers back in the event of being drug across the drop zone, also prevents sweat from the jumpers back making contact with the parachute.

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.

Commander

      CPT Oeschger

1SG

  
1SG Bennett

Jumpmaster Committee Chief

SFC Hankins

Tower Committee Chief

SFC Hunt

AMO Committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe
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