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Who Is Responsible For Damaged Equipment Inside The M1950 Weapons Case?

SGT AMY PLIMPTON

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR

Is it a jumpmaster and jumper’s responsibility to make sure the proper equipment is placed inside the M1950 Weapons Case?  So who is charged if an item of equipment is broke inside the M1950 Weapons Case?  

The answer depends on the situation.  Sometimes the jumpmaster is charged, sometimes the jumper is charged and sometimes it is just a loss to the government.  For example, if a Jumpmaster tells a young paratrooper to place Night Vision Goggles inside the M1950 Weapons Case and the weapon, or the Night Vision, Goggles break, the Jumpmaster will most likely get charged for that item of equipment.                                  

According the 82d Airborne Division ASOP, Edition 5 with Change 3 Chapter 9, Night Vision Goggles will not be placed inside the M1950 Weapons Case, but that is only if the Jumpmaster TOLD the jumper to do so.  If the young paratrooper takes it upon him or her self to place the Night Vision Goggles inside the M1950 Weapons Case before or after the Jumpmaster Personnel Inspection (JMPI) the jumper will most likely be charged for the equipment.  

As a Jumpmaster, when you are JMPI’ing a jumper and you get to the M1950 Weapons Case and it seems to big and bulky to have just a weapon inside, check it out, ask the soldier what is inside. Open it up, look to see what the paratrooper placed inside.  Every paratrooper regardless of rank is responsible to know and adhere to the 82d Airborne Division ASOP, so depending on the situation depends on who will pay for the broken  equipment.

How Do I Inspect The Entire Ballistic Helmet Properly?

SSG STEPHANIE LUBOLD

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR

Many paratroopers, along with a few Jumpmasters, do not know the proper inspection of the ballistic helmet.  This leads to many problems.  One example is manifest call for an airborne operation.  A jumpmaster inspects a paratrooper’s ballistic helmet and finds a deficiency.  

One of many responses often heard from the paratrooper is,  “I have jumped with this ballistic helmet the past 5 jumps and no one said anything was wrong with it.”  Well there is the problem; many people in that soldier’s chain of command to include him or her self and the 5 prior jumpmasters did not know exactly what to inspect. Now something that could have been prevented prior to manifest call is a problem.  

Does the safety kit have the item of equipment needed to fix that ballistic helmet or does that soldier not jump or even worse does that soldier jump with an unserviceable ballistic helmet?  What does your unit do?  Here is a brief description of what and how to inspect the entire ballistic helmet properly.  There is no proper sequence for this inspection, just so everything gets inspected.  You can find detailed Rigging and Inspection Criteria in Chapter 9, Paragraph 9-2B of the ASOP. 

1. Helmet Shell:  outer rim- no sharp or protruding edges

2. Foam Impact Pad/Modified Foam Impact Pad:  Interchangeable

3. A-Nuts:  6 each,  rounded portion faces towards rim of helmet shell, not excessively rusted, cracked or corroded

4. Mounting Screws:  at least 3 each 5/8” (rear, left and right sides), 5 each ½” (corresponding with A-Nuts), tips at least flush or no more than 2 threads protruding from A-Nuts or Locking Nuts, tight, when inspecting the ballistic helmet and there is an NVG Mount present, it must be secured with a 5/8” Mounting Screw

5. Locking Nuts:  2 each (corresponds with right and left side mounting screws), Tight

6. Washers:  2 each (placed in between helmet shell and nylon portion of adjusting buckle-which enables it to rotate freely, same for left side)

7. Suspension Band With Drawstring and Adjustable Tab/Modified Suspension Band With Drawstring and Adjustable Tab:  Not Interchangeable, proper size, at least ½” clearance to helmet shell, drawstring portion- no knots or not wrapped around suspension band portion, can be twisted

8. Headband:  Not Interchangeable, proper size, attaching clips- properly secured with opening gates facing rim of helmet shell, adjusting buckle with tape- to the rear, tape portion- not been cut off and routed through adjusting buckle so no metal touches jumpers head

9. Modified Headband:  Not Interchangeable, proper size, securing tabs- properly secured, adjustable tab- to the rear, tab portion- not been cut off

10. ***Sweatband is not authorized

11. Parachutist Retention Strap: smooth side faces towards front, not twisted, cut or frayed, between foam impact pad and rear of helmet shell

12.    Chinstrap: ***all nylon chinstrap-not authorized, not cut, torn, frayed, dry rotted or reversed

13. Adjusting Buckle:  on right side as worn, rotate freely, nylon portion- not cut, torn or frayed, metallic portion- not rusted, cracked, corroded, bent or distorted out of shape

14. Pull The Dot Fastener With Tab:  on left side as worn, rotate freely, constructed 4 plies nylon webbing with 3 plies routed through pull the dot fastener, two bar tack stitches-one located on each end of tab, not cut, torn or frayed at all, particularly around metallic portions

Putting The Myth To Rest About The DD Form 2133 (Joint Airlift Inspection Record)

SSG ROBERT WILLIAMS

AMO INSTRUCTOR

Recently, during several ORS inspections, it has been brought to our attention that units have been showing up at the ORS inspection site with the DD form 2133(Joint Airlift Inspection Record) filled out. This is not correct. Pope Air Force Base does not require the user to fill out any information on this form. This form is to be utilized by Air Force personnel, specifically the Joint Inspector. 

The Joint Inspector is the individual that will inspect your units vehicles and equipment for air worthiness when it goes across the scales at the ADACG (Arrival Departure Airfield Control Group). Having said this you may ask why does the 82nd Airborne Division RSOP require me to maintain two copies of this form in my units vehicle load packet? Well, there are two reasons why. 

First, this form can and should be used as a valuable tool for unit Air Movement Control Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Air Movement Operations representatives to inspect their units vehicles and equipment. This should be done 2 to 3 weeks prior to the ORS inspection so you can handle any problems that may exist. Having done this, you should encounter little to no problems during the JI inspection at the departure airfield.

 Secondly, during a wartime emergency deployment readiness exercise or EDRE, you may not necessarily be able to deploy your units vehicles and equipment from Pope Air Force Base. For example, you may have to deploy from the flight landing strip at Holland drop zone. In which case, you as the unit AMO representative may have to work directly in conjunction with the aircraft loadmaster to ensure that the DD form 2133 is properly filled out.

In any case the DD form 2133 is a very important form. Even though it is not to be filled out at the ORS inspection site, you as the unit AMO representative should be familiar with and use this form. It is a valuable asset when preparing your units vehicles and equipment for shipment aboard a military aircraft.   

Learn to Free-Fall!!

SSG NEAL BEVERLY

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL MANAGER

First Jump Courses are held the first Tuesday of each month and continue through Friday from 1800 to 2100, and SKYDIVE on Saturday at RAEFORD DZ.  Call 396-9989 and reserve your slot TODAY!

Initial fee is $181.50 and includes:

$120 Training Fee

$25 For Annual Membership 82d Freefall Activity

$10 Monthly Dues

$11 for 45 day United States Parachuting Association Membership

$9 for Logbook

$6.50 for goggles

Students pay for jumps as they go.  The following are the jumps required for free fall progression and their cost:

Lift Fees:

5-Static Lines at 3500 ft.

$12.00 ea.

1-5 sec free fall at 3500 ft.
$12.00 ea.

2-10 sec free falls at 4500ft 
$12.00 ea.

2-15 sec free falls at 5500 ft
$12.00 ea.

2-30 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

3-45 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

Gear rental is $15.00 a day and $25.00 a weekend.
Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.

JUMPMASTER’S INPUT WANTED

Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?   If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration.  

The Deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the Advanced Airborne School or e-mail the article to us at our web site above.

ASK A JUMPMASTER


To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals.  Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1. What is the correct height for a parachute landing fall platform?

2. Who is responsible for cargo preparation?

3. On the M1950 Weapons Case, if the lift fastener on the closing flap is unserviceable, is the M1950 Weapons Case still serviceable?

4. What is the maximum number of 463L pallets that can be loaded on a C-17 Globemaster III aircraft configured in the logistical rail system?

5. On the Ballistic Helmet, what enables the adjusting buckle and pull the dot fastener with tab to rotate freely, when the locking nuts are fully tightened?

*********Blackhat Bonus***********

6. How many squares are on the anti inversion net of the 

       T-10C Parachute?

Here are the answers to last month’s quiz:

1. When jumping the M4 Carbine in the M1950 Weapons Case, is it extended or collapsed? Either
2. When dealing with a hazard that has a special provision of 1-4 in column 7 of Table A4.1, what must be added to the proper shipping name in Key 11? 

TOXIC- INHALATION HAZARD                        AND THE APPROPRIATE ZONE
3.
Who’s responsibility is it to decide if the M1950 Weapons Case will be lowered? Jumper/Jumpmaster

3. A complete set of 463L net will provide restraint for how many pounds of cargo when properly attached to the 463L pallet? 

       10,000 LBS
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What are the two methods used to secure The Slide Fastener and Tab Thong? Lift Fastener and Upper Tiedown Tape

*********Blackhat Bonus***********

Who invented Kevlar and when? Stephanie Kwoleck, 1965, Dupont

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.

Commander

      CPT Oeschger

1SG

  
1SG Bennett

Jumpmaster Committee Chief

SFC Hankins

Tower Committee Chief

SFC Hunt

AMO Committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe

ALL THE WAY!
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