BAGRAM AIR BASE, Afghanistan – History.  The 82nd Airborne Division is filled with a long and storied history.  From the bridges of World War II to the streets of Iraq, from the jungles of Vietnam to the mountains of Afghanistan, America’s Guard of Honor has always stood ready to answer the nations call to protect her freedom with little or no notice. 


The Division’s Ready Brigade and the Division’s Ready Force One are always on call to deploy within 18 hours to anywhere in the world, fight and win.


Not since the 82nd was alerted to jump into Haiti has the DRF 1 been called upon on short notice.  That all changed when 1st Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment was called to deploy to Afghanistan to provide security for the elections scheduled for Oct. 9.  


Within 48 hours, 1 Panther was ready to step into history, not only the Division’s history, but world history as well, helping support the first free democratic elections in Afghanistan’s history.


“I waited 32 years to be a part of history,” said Maj. Gen. Eric T. Olson, commander of Coalition Joint Task Force 76, speaking to the Paratroopers of 1 Panther upon arrival at Bagram Air Base.  

“When I joined at the end of the Vietnam War I felt like my country didn’t need my service.  Right now it needs yours.  You all are making history,” he continued.

The Paratroopers of 1 Panther are honored to be here helping support the Afghanistan presidential elections.

This is a great mission to be a part of, said Staff Sgt. Randy Kramer, a squad leader with Company B.  “We are helping establish a democratic government to a country that has never seen freedom before.”

The mission is truly a part of the Army values especially selfless service, said Capt. Philip Kramer, 1 Panther’s Chaplain.   “We are here to facilitate someone else’s freedom.

What we are doing is right at the core of who we are and whom we ought to be as American’s,” he continued.  “ Democracy, liberty, freedom from oppression are all things American hold near and dear to their hearts and our Nation was born out of a desire for those things.”

Not only are the Paratroopers excited about their mission, they are excited about what Maj. Gen. Olson had to say to them.

“Without the help 1 Panther on the ground here, the elections probably wouldn’t happen,” noted Olson.

“It is great that he came down and touched bases with us so we could see the man calling the shots,” said Staff Sgt. Kramer.  “He gave us his perspective of the mission all the way down to the lowest ranking Paratrooper.”

The Commanding General also talked about why the 82nd was called upon instead another military unit.

“I am proud of my [25th Infantry Division] patch, so I hate to say it, but the 82nd and 1-505 are the best of the best,” Olson said.  “That is why we asked for you and that is why you are here.”

“I absolutely agree with him,” said Chaplain Kramer.  “I am a former Marine and I am proud to wear the double A on my sleeve.  I see in this unit the standards and discipline that achieve great results.”

