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AL ASAD, Iraq – A multi-national force led by soldiers from the country of Azerbaijan guard the Haditha Dam located in western Iraq.  Azerbaijan soldiers, guarding the dam, are an example of the international effort making Iraq safer and more secure.


The third iteration of Azerbaijan soldiers guarding the dam is currently in the process of transition with the second group of soldiers. 


“The 60 day rotation plan is part of the normal schedule to ensure maximum security at the dam,” said 1st Lt. Glenn Page, an officer assigned to 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment.


“I’ve been working with the Azerbaijan soldiers for six months and they’ve been a fantastic asset for us,” said Page.  “We haven’t had a single negative incident at the Haditha Dam on their watch.”


The Haditha Dam generates electrical power for the majority of Iraqi citizens in the Al Anbar region.  Located on the western side of the country, it is the largest dam on the Euphrates River.  Approximately 300 Iraqi citizens work as full-time employees at the dam maintaining its electrical output.  The dam is an essential element to the Al Anbar region’s economic development, according to Page.


Azerbaijan, a former state in the Soviet Union, gained its independence in the early 1990’s.  Bordering the countries of Iran, Turkey and Georgia, Azerbaijan has become a staunch ally for U.S.-led war on terrorism.


The company-size group of Azerbaijan soldiers stationed at the Haditha Dam has a number of responsibilities.  Page said they conduct presence patrols, secure the front gate, and search Iraqi employees.


“They work independent from us,” said Page. “Although we are in constant communication with their chain-of-command, they tend to accomplish the mission with little help from us.”


Many of the Azerbaijan soldiers stationed at the Haditha Dam have worked with U.S. soldiers before, according to Capt. Fuad Mamedov, the company commander of the 2nd iteration of Azerbaijan soldiers guarding the dam.


“I worked in Kosovo with U.S. soldiers before coming to Iraq,” said Mamedov. “We were successful in Kosovo and we are working hard here everyday to duplicate that success.”


Mamedov, 28, stands with a straight back and looks directly into his soldiers’ eyes when speaking to them.  His deep voice commands his soldiers’ attention.  Consequently, he speaks near-perfect English even though he began studying it only six months ago.


“I am very proud of my soldiers and the work we’ve done at the Haditha Dam,” said Mamedov.  “Our soldiers are on call 24 hours per day.  We were told to protect the Dam which we’ve done well the last 60 days.”


Mamedov indicated his company’s greatest challenge here is checking out the 300 Iraqi personnel who are employed at the dam.  The employees are searched everyday.  Coincidentally, the Iraqi workers and Azerbaijan soldiers share similar religious beliefs.  Both groups come from Muslim countries.


“We make a clear distinction between our military and religious duties,” said Mamedov.  “We are soldiers first.  We will continue to put our military duty first when we are deployed in Iraq.”


Mamedov noted that some Iraqi employees tried to use their Muslim heritage as a way of connecting with Azerbaijan soldiers.  


“My soldiers kept the relationship very professional and military,” said Mamedov.


Mamedov said his company is currently in process of rotating out of guarding the Haditha Dam.  A new Azerbaijan company will replace his.


Mamedov said the thing that he’ll remember most about guarding the Haditha Dam is working with U.S. soldiers the day Saddam Hussein was captured.


“It was a great moment to be here working with U.S. soldiers,” said Mamedov.  “Everybody was excited.  It will be something I’ll never forget.”
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A soldier with the Azerbaijan army prepares for inspection.  Azerbaijan soldiers have been guarding the Haditha Dam in western Iraq for nearly nine months.
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Soldiers with the Azerbaijan army prepare for inspection.  Azerbaijan soldiers have been guarding the Haditha Dam in western Iraq for nearly nine months.                                 

