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CACHE

AR RAMDI, Iraq – What started out as a visit to a local business man’s house turned into the largest weapons cache find for the 1st Infantry Division’s, 1st Brigade Combat Team, since it arrived in Iraq.


Members of the 1st BCT and 1st Battalion, 124 Infantry Regiment, a National Guard Unit from Miami, Fla., conducted a search at the home of Mudhir Abed Al Kharbit Jan. 16, in downtown Ar Ramadi.


“Kharbit is a known business man in western Iraq with business connections throughout the world,” said Maj. Marty M. Leners, 1st BCT Operations Officer.  “We suspected him of being a financial provider for the insurgency.  The purpose of [the operation] was to establish a dialogue with the individual and hear his side of the story.”


There was reason to believe that Kharbit, who spends most of his time in Jordan and Syria, was in Ar Ramadi that night, so we went and knocked on his door, Leners continued.


“It started off as a very permissive search.  We were not raiding the house. We were just there to talk,” he said.


“When we got to the house and started searching, we found that Kharbit was not there.  The first question you always ask when you go into someone’s house is, ‘do you have any illegal weapons here,’” explained Leners.  


The answer the people at Kharbit’s house gave was ‘no’, but A Company, 1-124 started noticing discrepancies in their story, he continued.  “We started finding limited quantities of weapons, and I immediately became suspicious because their story was not matching what the soldiers were finding.”


As the search got larger, the soldiers found a freshly dug mound of dirt that was suspected of having buried weapons, said Leners.  “As the soldiers dug, it became obvious that the house was not only used to store small arms weapons but also crew-serve weapons, mortars and surface to air missiles.”


Based upon information gathered at the house, soldiers went to another location and found large cache.


According to Lewis F. Gordon Jr., Battalion Operations Sergeant, 1st Engineers Battalion, 1st BCT, 34 rocket propelled grenade launchers, and about 350 RPG’s were found at the two sites.


According to Leners, totals for the caches are four SA-7 surface to air missiles, six mortar tubes with 55 rounds, 15 heavy caliber anti-aircraft machine guns and three sniper rifles along with other weapons and materials.


There was also 2,500 pounds of ammunition ranging from 7.62mm all the way up to 82mm at the location, said Gordon


“We negated an improvised explosive device manufacturer site,” said Gordon.  There was seven IED’s ready to go and the ability to make more.  There were explosives, wire and remote control devices, and from the IED’s discovered previously, those are the things consistent with the manufacturing of them.”


Based on the amount of weapons that were being uncovered, 14 individuals were detained, Leners said.  “The purpose [of the mission] was not to detain them; we just went there to talk to Mudhir Kharbit.”


Although Kharbit wasn’t among the detainees, Leners was able to talk to him via satellite phone.


“He was staying in a hotel in Damascus, Syria,” said Leners.  “We encouraged him to come back to Ramadi and discuss the future of Ar Ramadi and the Al Anbar province, but he has yet to show up.”


Even though the main suspect was not home, the mission had a very substantial outcome for operations in the area.


“We basically took their power base away by taking away all of their ammunition,” explained Gordon.  “It also boosts our morale.  We feel great that we have reduced the ability for them to hurt us.”
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Members of 1st Battalion, 124 Infantry Regiment, a National Guard Unit from Miami, Fla., dig up a cache of weapons during a search at the home of Mudhir Abed Al Kharbit Jan. 16, in downtown Ar Ramadi. (U.S. Army photo by 1st Lt. Rich Bendelewski)
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