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FORWARD OPERATING BASE RIDGWAY, Iraq—The long line of paratroopers forms at the mouth of an empty hangar on an abandoned Iraqi airfield prepared for a jump into combat. The soldiers are thoroughly checked and ready to board the plane. 

With that, the inspection is finished, all the parachutes are taken off and packed into a shipping container, and the soldiers drive back to their jobs. There is no jump on this day. These soldiers were involved in the Jumpmaster’s Refresher Course held throughout the 82nd Airborne Division’s area of operation in western Iraq. 


In a two-day refresher course on the standard operating procedures of a jumpmaster, soldiers trained with instructors from the Advanced Airborne School who made the trip to Iraq from Fort Bragg, N.C.


The purpose of the course was to ensure soldiers are certified in the Jumpmaster Personnel Inspection sequence, to refresh them on the aircraft exit procedures, and to introduce them to any new equipment being used.

Sergeant 1st Class Bobby James, an instructor with the Advance Airborne School, is one of the soldiers training the paratroopers of the 82nd. Under the guidance of James and his team of instructors, paratroopers were required to perform the steps of the JMPI. Each soldier was monitored for proficiency, ensuring his or her knowledge of the tasks of a jumpmaster.

The students also conducted a mock-door exercise. Beams of wood, steel and cable recreated the interior of an aircraft carrying paratroopers, testing the skills of the students on the duties of the jumpmaster in flight and during a jump.   


“We need to make sure they can do the job,” said James. “The jumpmaster is responsible for each of the paratroopers he inspects.”


The refresher training was a necessity since most have not jumped since September. Paratroopers from battalion commander to junior enlisted took full advantage of the course.

 “It doesn’t take long to remember everything,” said Lt. Col. Tomi King, 3rd Battalion 4th Air Defense Artillery Regiment commander. “It’s all about attention to detail.”


“It took a little bit of reading to prep for the course, but I remember it all pretty well now,” said Lt. Col Spencer Artman, 1-82 ATK Battalion commander, 82nd Aviation Brigade.


The paratroopers of the 82nd Airborne Division are committed to their training. This refresher course is preparing them for future missions. 


 “We need to do this so that when we get back to Fort Bragg they can assume the next airborne mission,” James said.


(Sgt. Danny Martin is a member of the 350th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment, a reserve unit from Indianapolis, Ind. He is currently deployed to southwest Asia with the 82nd Airborne Division in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.)
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